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St Benedict’s Bennetts End and St Mary’s Apsley End 
 

The Eucharist of 
Eastertide 

 

 

 
Sunday 18th April 2021 

10.00am 
Led by Revd. Richard Howlett 

 
Technical support from Harry Graham-Brown and Dan Shirley 

Organist/musician David Heath and Melanie Henley 
A short introduction will be played before all musical aspects of the service 

 
WELCOME via ‘Zoom’! 

 
Link to weekly bulletins for St M’s & St B’s 
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The Gathering 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
The Greeting 
 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
Hymn No 716 We have a gospel to proclaim 
 

 1.  We have a gospel to proclaim, 
      good news for all throughout the earth; 
      the gospel of a Saviour’s name: 
      we sing his glory, tell his worth 

2.  Tell of his birth at Bethlehem, 
     not in a royal house or hall, 
     but in a stable dark and dim, 
     the Word made flesh, a light for all. 
 

 3.  Tell of his death at Calvary, 
      hated by those he came to save; 
      in lonely suff’ring on the cross: 
      for all he loved, his life he gave. 

4.  Tell of that glorious Easter morn, 
     empty the tomb, for he was free; 
     he broke the pow’r of death and hell 
     that we might share his victory. 
 

 5.  Tell of his reign at God’s right hand, 
10.      by all creation glorified. 
11.      He sends his Spirit on his Church 
12.      to live for him, the Lamb who died. 

6.  Now we rejoice to name him King: 
     Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
     This gospel-message we proclaim: 
     we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

 
Prayer of Preparation 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 
Like Mary at the empty tomb,  
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
 
Christ, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy 
 
Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
We say The Gloria  
 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, Heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the father: 
receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
 
Let us pray that we may walk in the risen life of Christ. 
 
Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 
and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading, read by Banke Onabamiro on Zoom 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                                                                                 3:12-19 
 
When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, "You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or 
why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?  The 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, 
though he had decided to release him.  But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and 
asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 
from the dead.  To this we are witnesses.  And by faith in his name, his name itself has made 
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him 
this perfect health in the presence of all of you.  "And now, friends, I know that you acted in 
ignorance, as did also your rulers.  In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all 
the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer.  Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your 
sins may be wiped out. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;  
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 
Alleluia. 
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The Gospel: read by Katharine Harper on Zoom 
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 24:36b-48 
Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 
"Peace be with you."  They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 
ghost.  He said to them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  
Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself.  Touch me and see; for a ghost does 
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have."  And when he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his feet.  While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, 
he said to them, "Have you anything here to eat?"  They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
and he took it and ate in their presence.  Then he said to them, "These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you - that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled."  Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are 
witnesses of these things. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ! 
 
The Sermon 
A short period of silence may follow. 
 

The Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession led by Bob Day 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
The Peace 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  
‘Peace be with you.’  
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. 
Alleluia. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
Hymn No. 37 Angel-voices ever singing 
 
1.  Angel-voices ever singing 
     round thy throne of light, 
     angel harps forever ringing, 
     rest not day nor night; 
     thousands only live to bless thee, 
     and confess thee Lord of might. 
 

2.  Thou who art beyond the farthest 
     mortal eye can see, 
     can it be that thou regardest 
     our poor hymnody? 
     Yes, we know that thou art near us 
     and wilt hear us constantly. 

  



7 

3.  Yea, we know that thou rejoicest 
     o'er each work of thine; 
     thou didst ears and hands and voices 
     for thy praise design; 
     craftsman's art and music's measure 
     for thy pleasure all combine. 
 

4.  In thy house, great God, we offer 
     of thine own to thee; 
     and for thine acceptance proffer 
     all unworthily, 
     hearts and minds and hands and voices 
     in our choicest psalmody. 

5.  Honour, glory, might and merit, 
     thine shall ever be, 
     Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
     blessèd Trinity. 
     Of the best that thou hast given 
     earth and heaven render thee. 

 

 
The Preparation of the Table 
 
As the grain once scattered in the fields 
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
so, Lord, may your whole Church 
soon be gathered together 
from the corners of the earth  
into your kingdom. 
Amen. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
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and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
 
We say:-  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed,  
the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 
 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
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As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
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We say the Agnus Dei 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
The Invitation to Communion 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
You may like to use the following words, ‘An act of spiritual communion’ to reflect at this point: 
 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart.  I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never 
permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 
 
The Prayer after Communion 
 
You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ, 
and you have made yourself known 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Abide with us, we pray, 
that, blessed by your royal presence, 
we may walk with you 
all the days of our life, 
and at its end behold you 
in the glory of the eternal Trinity, 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Hymn No 680 This joyful Eastertide 
 
1.  This joyful Eastertide,  
     away with sin and sorrow. 
     My love, the Crucified,  
     hath sprung to life this morrow. 
     Had Christ, that once was slain,  
     ne’er burst his three-day prison,  
     our faith had been in vain:  
     but now hath Christ arisen, 
     arisen, arisen, arisen. 
 

2.  My flesh in hope shall rest,  
     and for a season slumber  
     till trump from east to west  
     shall wake the dead in number. 
     Had Christ, that once was slain,  
     ne’er burst his three-day prison,  
     our faith had been in vain:  
     but now hath Christ arisen, 
     arisen, arisen, arisen. 
 

3.  Death’s flood hath lost its chill  
     since Jesus crossed the river: 
     lover of souls, from ill  
     my passing soul deliver. 
     Had Christ, that once was slain,  
     ne’er burst his three-day prison,  
     our faith had been in vain:  
     but now hath Christ arisen, 
     arisen, arisen, arisen. 
 

 

 
The Blessing 
 
May Christ, who out of defeat brings 
new hope and a new future, 
fill you with his new life; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Notices: 
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Link to weekly bulletins for St M’s & St B’s 
 
 

QR code for donating to St Mary’s 
 

QR code for donating to St Benedict’s 
 

  
 

Or use this link for St Mary’s And this for St Benedict’s 
 
 


