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St Mary’s Apsley End and St Benedict’s Bennetts End 
 

The Eucharist of 
Eastertide 
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Led by Fr. James McDonald 

 
Technical support from Harry Graham-Brown and Dan Shirley 

Musician Melanie Henley 
A short introduction will be played before all musical aspects of the service 

 
WELCOME via ‘Zoom’! 

 
Link to weekly bulletins for St M’s & St B’s 
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The Gathering 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
The Greeting 
 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
Hymn No 137 Crown him with many crowns verses 1, 3 & 5 
 

 1.  Crown him with many crowns, 
      the Lamb upon his throne; 
      hark, how the heav’nly anthem 
      drowns all music but its own; 
      awake my soul, and sing 
      of him who died for thee, 
      and hail him as thy matchless King  
      through all eternity. 

3.  Crown him the Lord of love; 
     behold his hands and side, 
     rich wounds, yet visible above, 
     in beauty glorified: 
     no angel in the sky 
     can fully bear that sight, 
     but downward bends each burning eye 
     at mysteries so bright. 
 

 5.  Crown him the Lord of years, 
10.      the Potentate of time, 
11.      Creator of the rolling spheres, 
12.      ineffably sublime. 
13.      All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
14.      For thou hast died for me; 
15.      thy praise shall never, never fail 
16.      throughout eternity. 

 

 
Prayer of Preparation 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Short video presentation 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 
Like Mary at the empty tomb,  
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
 
Christ, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy 
 
Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Gloria  
 
(Musical accompaniment will be played for those joining on Zoom to sing the words, but 
spoken words only please if in church.) 
 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, Heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God 
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you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
 
Let us pray that we may walk in the risen life of Christ. 
 
Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 
open the doors of our hearts, 
that we may seek the good of others 
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 
to the praise of God the Father. 
 
Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading, read by Euan Pritchard 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                                                                 4:32-35 
 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common.  With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.  There was not a needy person among them, 
for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 
sold.  They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  
 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 
 
Second Reading, read by Alan Gowlett 
 

A reading from the first letter of John                                                                                    1:1-2:2 
 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of 
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life - this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us - we declare to you what we 
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  We are writing these things so that our joy 
may be complete.  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with 
him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in 
the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  My little children, I am writing these things to you 
so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;  
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 
Alleluia. 
 
The Gospel: read by Janet Wright on Zoom 
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John                                              20:19-31 
Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you."  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, "Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you."  When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."  But Thomas (who was called 
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  So the other disciples 
told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe."  A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you."  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe."  Thomas answered him, "My Lord and 
my God!"  Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."  Now Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.  But these are written so 
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that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ! 
 
The Sermon 
A short period of silence may follow. 
 

The Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession led by Sue Jakeman on Zoom 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
The Peace 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  
‘Peace be with you.’  
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. 
Alleluia. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
Hymn No. 305 I danced in the morning 
 

1. I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
    and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 
    and I came down from heaven  
    and I danced on the earth, 
    at Bethlehem I had my birth. 
    Dance, then, wherever you may be, 
    I am the Lord of the Dance said he, 
    and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
    and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

2. I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, 
    but they would not dance  
    and they wouldn’t follow me. 
    I danced for the fishermen, for James and John –  
    they came with me and the dance went on. 
    Dance, then, wherever you may be, 
    I am the Lord of the Dance said he, 
    and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
    and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 

3. I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 
    the holy people, they said it was a shame. 
    They whipped and they stripped  
    and they hung me high, 
    and they left me there on the cross to die. 
    Dance, then, wherever you may be, 
    I am the Lord of the Dance said he, 
    and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
    and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

4. I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black – 
    it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back. 
    They buried my body,  
    and they thought I’d gone, 
    but I am the dance, and I still go on. 
    Dance, then, wherever you may be, 
    I am the Lord of the Dance said he, 
    and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
    and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 

5. They cut me down and I leapt up high; 
     I am the life that’ll never, never die; 
     I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me – 
     I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
     Dance, then, wherever you may be, 
     I am the Lord of the Dance said he, 
     and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
     and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
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The Preparation of the Table 
 
As the grain once scattered in the fields 
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
so, Lord, may your whole Church 
soon be gathered together 
from the corners of the earth  
into your kingdom. 
Amen. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away 
you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 
 
You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 
 
In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
 
He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
 
On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. 
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At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. 
 
As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
 
With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 
 
(Musical accompaniment will be played for those joining on Zoom to sing the words, but 
spoken words only please if in church.) 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
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Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Agnus Dei 
(Musical accompaniment will be played for those joining on Zoom to sing the words, but 
spoken words only please if in church.) 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
The Invitation to Communion 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
You may like to use the following words, ‘An act of spiritual communion’ to reflect at this point: 
 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart.  I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never 
permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 
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The Prayer after Communion 
 
You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ, 
and you have made yourself known 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Abide with us, we pray, 
that, blessed by your royal presence, 
we may walk with you 
all the days of our life, 
and at its end behold you 
in the glory of the eternal Trinity, 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn No 70 Be thou my vision omit verse 5 
 

 1.  Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
      be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 
      be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

     both waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2.  Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 
     be thou ever with me and I with thee, Lord; 
     be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 
     be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 
 

3.  Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight, 
     be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might, 
     be thou my soul's shelter, be thou my strong tower: 
     O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 

4.  Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise: 
     be thou mine inheritance now and always; 
     be thou and thou only the first in my heart; 
     O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 
The Blessing 
 
May Christ, who out of defeat brings 
new hope and a new future, 
fill you with his new life; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Notices: 
 
Link to weekly bulletins for St M’s & St B’s 
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QR code for donating to St Mary’s 
 

QR code for donating to St Benedict’s 
 

  
 

Or use this link for St Mary’s And this for St Benedict’s 
 
 


