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The Gathering 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen. 

 
The Greeting 
 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
 
and also with you. 

 
Hymn No 494 O God, our help in ages past (v1 – 3) 
 

1.  O God, our help in ages past,  
     our hope for years to come,  
     our shelter from the stormy blast,  
     and our eternal home. 
 

3.  Before the hills in order stood,  
     or earth received her frame,  
     from everlasting thou art God,  
     to endless years the same. 

2.  Beneath the shadow of thy throne,  
     thy saints have dwelt secure;  
     sufficient is thine arm alone,  
     and our defence is sure. 
 

 

 
Prayer of Preparation 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 
God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
God, our judge and saviour, 
teach us to be open to your truth 
and to trust in your love, 
that we may live each day 
with confidence in the salvation which is given 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
First reading, read by Melanie Henley 
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.                                                                       25.1-9 
O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done 
wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.  For you have made the city a heap, 
the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt.  
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you.  For you 
have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the 
rainstorm and a shade from the heat.  When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter 
rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade 
of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.  On this mountain the LORD of hosts will 
make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, of rich food filled 
with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear.  And he will destroy on this mountain 
the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will 
swallow up death for ever.  Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and 
the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.  It 
will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save 
us.  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  THANKS BE TO GOD! 
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Second reading, read by Melanie Henley 
 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians                                                                  4.1-9 
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord 
in this way, my beloved.  I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the 
Lord.  Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have 
struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life.  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  The Lord is near.  Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 
whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever 
is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things.  Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  THANKS BE TO GOD! 

 
The Gospel 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew                                       22.1-14 
GLORY TO YOU, O LORD! 
 
Once more Jesus spoke to the chief priests and Pharisees in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom 
of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.  He sent his 
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 
come.  Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have 
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is 
ready; come to the wedding banquet.”  But they made light of it and went away, one to his 
farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed 
them.  The king was enraged.  He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 
their city.  Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy.  Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 
banquet.”   Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both 
good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.  But when the king came in to see 
the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to 
him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?”  And he was speechless.  
Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  For many are called, but few 
are chosen.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST! 
 

 
Sermon 
 
A short period of silence may follow. 
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The Creed 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession lead by Sue Jakeman via Zoom 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Offertory Hymn No 161 Father, hear the prayer we offer 
 
During this hymn please consider giving to St Benedict’s or St Mary’s. At the offertory we present both 
ourselves and our resources to be blessed by God and used in his service. You will find links & QR codes at the 
end of this service sheet to help you do this. 
 

1.  Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
     not for ease that prayer shall be, 
     but for strength that we may ever 
     live our lives courageously. 
 

3.  Not for ever by still waters 
     would we idly rest and stay; 
     but would smite the living fountains 
     from the rocks along our way. 
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2.  Not for ever in green pastures 
     do we ask our way to be; 
     but the steep and rugged pathway 
     may we tread rejoicingly. 

4.  Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
     in our wanderings be our guide; 
     through endeavour, failure, danger, 
     Father, be thou at our side. 

 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
The Peace – God’s peace is shared 
 
We are the body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 
and builds up our common life. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
Preparation of the Table 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 
 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
 
Blessed be God for ever. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
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Great is the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Agnus Die 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
By faith with thanksgiving. 
 
We do not presume 
to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 
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You may like to use the following words, ‘An act of spiritual communion’ to reflect on at this 
point: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart.  I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never 
permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

The Dismissal 
Hymn No 494 O God, our help in ages past (v 4 – 6) 
 

4.  A thousand ages in thy sight  
     are like an evening gone;  
     short as the watch that ends the night  
     before the rising sun. 
 

6.  O God, our help in ages past,  
     our hope for years to come, 
     be thou our guard while troubles last,  
     and our eternal home. 

5.  Time, like an ever-rolling stream,  
     will bear us all away;  
     we fade and vanish, as a dream  
     dies at the op'ning day. 
 

 

 
Blessing 
 
The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
 
Amen. 
 
 



 12 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
Notices: 
 
Link to weekly bulletins for St M’s & St B’s 
 
 

QR code for donating to St Mary’s 
 

QR code for donating to St Benedict’s 
 

 
 

 

Or use this link for St Mary’s And this for St Benedict’s 

 

http://beneficeoflangelei.org.uk/stmarys/st-marys-bulletin-newsletters/
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/29b7b216-a05c-424d-b1d4-1888f56bb474
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/28d92963-5814-46d2-98cb-21d9695a9deb
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