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The Gathering 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen. 

 
The Greeting 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

 
Prayers for the second Sunday of Advent, when the second candle is lit. 
 
God our Father, 
you spoke to the prophets of old 
of a Saviour who would bring peace. 
You helped them to spread the joyful message 
of his coming kingdom. 
Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 
to share with those around us 
the good news of your power and love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus, light of the world, 
the prophets said you would bring peace 
and save your people in trouble. 
Give peace in our hearts at Christmas 
and show all the world God’s love. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn No 527 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
 

1.  On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
     announces that the Lord is nigh; 
     awake, and harken, for he brings 
     glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 

4.  To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
     and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
     shine forth and let thy light restore 
     earth’s own true loveliness once more. 

2.  Then cleansed be ev’ry breast from sin: 
     make straight the way for God within, 
     prepare we in our hearts a home, 
     where such a mighty guest may come. 
 

5.  All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
     whose advent doth thy people free, 
     whom with the Father we adore, 
     and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
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3.  For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
     our refuge and our great reward; 
     without thy grace we waste away, 
     like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

 
Prayer of Preparation 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
Invitation to confession 
 
When the Lord comes,  
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,  
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.   
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 
In the wilderness we find your grace;  
you love us with an everlasting love.   
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
There is none but you to uphold our cause;  
our sin cries out and our guilt is great.   
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Heal us, O Lord, and we shall be healed;  
restore us and we shall know your joy.   
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
May God who loved the world so much  
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour  
forgive us our sins 
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and make us holy to serve him in the world,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as 
judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
 
Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
First reading, read by Lauren Shirley 
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah                                                                     40.1-11 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins.  A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be lifted up, and 
every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 
places a plain.  Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’  A voice says, ‘Cry out!’  And I said, ‘What 
shall I cry?’  All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.  The grass 
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are 
grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever.  Get 
you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O 
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is 
your God!’  See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will 
gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother 
sheep. 
 

Second reading, read by Lauren Shirley 
 
A reading from the second letter of Peter                                                                              3.8-15a 
 
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like one day.  The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 
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But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a 
loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is 
done on it will be disclosed.  Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort 
of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and 
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze 
and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire?  But, in accordance with his promise, we 
wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.  Therefore, 
beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without 
spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  THANKS BE TO GOD! 

 
The Gospel, read by Enitan Onabamiro 
 
Alleluia, alleluia.   
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
 
ALLELUIA. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark                                                   1.1-8 
GLORY TO YOU, O LORD! 
 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is written in the 
prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight,”’ John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  And people from the whole Judean countryside and 
all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 
his sandals.  I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST! 

 
Sermon 
 
A short period of silence may follow. 

 
The Creed 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in him. 
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Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession lead by Katherine Howlett 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
The Peace – God’s peace is shared 
 
In the tender mercy of our God,  
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,  
to give light to those who dwell in darkness  
and in the shadow of death  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Offertory Hymn No 172 Fill your hearts with joy and gladness 
 
During this hymn please consider giving to St Benedict’s or St Mary’s. At the offertory we present both 
ourselves and our resources to be blessed by God and used in his service. You will find links & QR codes at the 
end of this service sheet to help you do this. 
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1.  Fill your hearts with joy and gladness 
     sing and praise your God and mine! 
     Great the Lord in love and wisdom, 
     might and majesty divine! 
     He who framed the starry heavens 
     knows and names them as they shine. 
     Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 
     sing and praise your God and mine! 
 

3.  Praise the Lord for times and seasons, 
     cloud and sunshine, wind and rain; 
     spring to melt the snows of winter 
     till the waters flow again; 
     grass upon the mountain pastures, 
     golden valleys thick with grain. 
     Praise the Lord for times and seasons, 
     Cloud and sunshine, wind and rain.  

2.  Praise the Lord, his people, praise him! 
     Wounded souls his comfort know. 
     Those who fear him find his mercies, 
     peace for pain and joy for woe; 
     humble hearts are high exalted, 
     human pride and pow’r laid low. 
     Praise the Lord, his people, praise him! 
     Wounded souls his comfort know. 

4.  Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 
     peace and plenty crown your days! 
     Love his laws, declare his judgements, 
     walk in all his words and ways; 
     he the Lord and we his children, 
     praise the Lord, all people, praise! 
     Fill your hearths with joy and gladness, 
     peace and plenty crown your days! 

 
Preparation of the Table 
 
Look upon us in mercy not in judgement;  
draw us from hatred to love;  
make the frailty of our praise  
a dwelling place for your glory. 
 
Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise,  
almighty God and everlasting Father,  
through Jesus Christ your Son.   
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh,  
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world  
to open for us the way of salvation.   
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,  
we now watch for the day  
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.   
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels  
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and with all the company of heaven  
to proclaim your glory, for ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you loving Father,  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
and as we obey his command,  
send your Holy Spirit,  
that broken bread and wine outpoured  
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends  
and taking bread, he praised you.   
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.   
Again he praised you, gave it to them, and said:  
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,  
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice  
made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,  
we proclaim his death and resurrection  
until he comes in glory. 
 
Christ is the bread of life: 
 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,  
until you come in glory. 
 
Lord of all life,  
help us to work together for that day  
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when your kingdom comes  
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people,  
gather us in your loving arms  
and bring us with [N and] all the saints  
to feast at your table in heaven. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,  
for ever and ever. 
 
 Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Jesus is the Lamb of God  
who takes away the sin of the world.   
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Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
Most merciful Lord,  
your love compels us to come in.   
Our hands were unclean,  
our hearts were unprepared;  
we were not fit  
even to eat the crumbs from under your table.   
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,  
and share your bread with sinners.   
So cleanse and feed us  
with the precious body and blood of your Son,  
that he may live in us and we in him;  
and that we, with the whole company of Christ,  
may sit and eat in your kingdom. 
Amen. 
 
You may like to use the following words, ‘An act of spiritual communion’ to reflect on at this 
point: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart.  I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never 
permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 
 

Payer after Communion 
 
We thank you, Lord,  
that you have fed us in this sacrament,  
united us with Christ,  
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet  
prepared for all peoples.   
Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
Hymn No 314 Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
 

1.  Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
     in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
     most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
     almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 

3.  To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
     in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
     we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
     and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee. 
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2.  Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
     nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
     thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
     thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

4.  Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
     thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
     all laud we would render, O help us to see 
     'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

 
Blessing 
 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,  
scatter the darkness from before your path,  
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory: 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
Notices: 
 
Link to weekly bulletins for St M’s & St B’s 
 
 

QR code for donating to St Mary’s 
 

QR code for donating to St Benedict’s 
 

 
 

 

Or use this link for St Mary’s And this for St Benedict’s 

 

http://beneficeoflangelei.org.uk/stmarys/st-marys-bulletin-newsletters/
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/29b7b216-a05c-424d-b1d4-1888f56bb474
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/28d92963-5814-46d2-98cb-21d9695a9deb
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