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ALL SAINTS CHURCH KINGS LANGLEY 

STATEMENT OF NEED 2020 – Lady Chapel 

 

All Saints Parochial Church Council (PCC ) has resolved to enhance the existing Lady Chapel. 
Pictures of the Lady Chapel are attached to the application and reproduced here: 

 

The principal function of the Lady Chapel is as a memorial at present. The existing mobile 
altar table was donated by an existing church member. There is little use of the chapel at 
present for ministry and worship.  

It is now felt that an enhanced Lady Chapel could provide an opportunity for a more 
intimate form of ministry, worship, prayer and reflection. 

This would be achieved by covering the existing bare wooden table with an altar frontal and 
providing a focal point with the statuary. 
 
The Lady Chapel would form a much more appropriate setting for small services such as the 
Sunday 8am Communion or midweek services. All of these currently take place in the 
chancel and make use of the choir stalls for seating, which is an awkward setting for the 
congregation to see, hear and participate. It is also the natural place in the building to offer 
quiet prayer and reflection after worship on a Sunday and for visitors throughout the week. 
For both these aspects, the area would benefit from being better highlighted as a chapel for 
prayer and worship, and not only for remembering. It currently lacks any symbols or visual 
cues that it is the Lady Chapel. 
 
Altar frontal and cloths 
 
The Altar frontal would be decorated with gold work (see example below) and the altar 
cloths embroidered.  
 
This image is an example of what the finished altar 
frontal will look like. 
 
There will be a super frontal along the top to finish 
it. 
 



 
Statuary 

 
 
 
Our Lady of Walsingham 
 
11½ inches 
 
https://shop.walsingham.org.uk/collections/statues/products/our-
lady-of-walsingham-statue 
 
 
 

 
 
PCC Resolution 
 
A resolution was passed at the PCC meeting on 29th September, 2020, copy attached as a 
supporting document, with the relevant item reproduced as: 
 

 
 
Price estimate: 
 

Item Cost 
Altar frontal and cloths  
2 metres St Margaret Brocade, blue/gold* £140.00 
1 metre St Margaret Brocade, blue* £70.00 
2 metres + of gold braid (example below)* £14.00 
2 metres metallic fringe (example below)* £39.00 
Altar cloths** £17.00 
Hessian** £8.00 

Sub total £288.00 
Statuary  
Our Lady of Walsingham £125.00 
  

Grand Total: £413.00 
*Sourced from FM Church Supplies (www.fmchurchsupplies.com) 
** From local haberdashery shop 
Labour gratis. 
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Extract of the meeting notes – item 14 concerning the South Chapel application: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Haythornthwaite; The Parish of Kings Langley: Its Ancient Church and its Historic Associations; 1924. 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH KINGS LANGLEY 

Lady Chapel - Altar Frontal Mock Up 

DAC request for further information as per the recent visit report (AC/20/18 drafted 
30/10/2020) - item 14 is reproduced as: 
 
      14. The parish had put forward outline proposals to enhance the use of the Lady     
 Chapel for worship. At present, the panelled sanctuary contained the Book of 
 Remembrance, the War Memorial and its associated flags. A piece of material 
 thought to be part of the frontal for the previous altar (which was  perhaps fixed to 
 the east wall panelling) had been set onto the panelling as a backdrop to a small, 
 uncovered movable altar that had served as a hymn book trolley in recent memory. 
 The plan was to provide the altar with a new frontal in a gold and blue design. Fears 
 that this would make the chapel seem dark were unfounded, as the clear east chapel 
 window made the chapel one of the lightest parts of the building. The visitors looked 
 forward to seeing more details of the frontal design1 and any associated proposals2, 
 such as rehanging the flags at high level and relocating the Book of Remembrance. 
 The PCC could also investigate the provenance and any historic or artistic 
 significance of the fabric panel and consider whether to retain it3. 
 
1. Detail of the frontal design: 

Pictures of the Lady Chapel altar table, both as is, and as proposed (mock-up), are overleaf. 
 
The graphic representation accuracy is subject to the limits of both the software and the 
author's skill! We hope that the visual mock up shows the design intent. 
 
2. Associated Proposals 

No further changes are proposed at the present time other than the addition of a statue, 
details as per the earlier submission via DAC portal. 
 
The flags associated with the war memorial are already elevated and are situated either side 
of the memorial tablet. There was some discussion at the DAC visit about rehanging the 
flags horizontally, at a higher level elsewhere in the chapel so as to free up the war 
memorial. If pursued, this would be the subject of a separate application at a later date. 
 
The Book of Remembrance is housed in a portable display case and has historically been 
displayed in various positions within the Lady Chapel. 
 
3. Fabric Panel 

None of the records in the possession of the PCC provide any further enlightenment on the 
presence of the fabric panel (see existing arrangement photograph overleaf). There is no 
reference to the panel in Haythornthwaite4; 1924. 
 
Given that the new frontal will largely obscure the view of this panel it is proposed to leave 
it as it is. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Existing Lady Chapel Altar  
 

 
 
Proposed Altar Frontal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



All Saints Church, Kings Langley – Lady Chapel Altar Frontal Detail 
 

  25/11/2020 

Altar Frontal Fabrics 
(as per images below) Sourced from FM Church Supplies (www.fmchurchsupplies.com) 
 
Main fabric:  Blue/gold St Margaret brocade. 

Centre panel and super frontal:  Blue St Margaret brocade and gold braid. 

Bottom of frontal: Gold fringing. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB: Colour representation is more ‘true’ on the image below. 
 
Altar Frontal Design 
 
Dimensions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The centre panel of the altar frontal will be embroidered with “Maria Regina” symbol in gold work 
(edging: gold work purl wire, gold work embroidery thread, backing fabric and wadding).  The 
images below are representative of the finished embroidery.  We have included the drawing to 
show the design in greater detail: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be a plain white 100% cotton altar cloth embroidered with small  white work crosses at 
each corner (see image below), a ‘fair’ cloth and a dust cover (both of white polyester cotton). 
 
 
 
 
The makers 
 
The work will be carried out by a project team of experienced needle-workers led by Lynne Head 
(PCC member and Safeguarding Coordinator).  Lynne has a Diploma in Embroidery (Distinction). 

121cm 

90.4cm 

50.5cm 

http://www.fmchurchsupplies.com/

