Benefice of Langelei
Welcome to our Benefice Newsletter for March 2021
Benefice Mission: “Our Vision is of a community where Christ has been brought to the community and the community
has been brought to Christ. Our Mission as churches in this Benefice area is to maintain sacred spaces,
and be flexible, interactive and collaborative with the use of resources.”

A long Lent!

I

n a number of ways, the last year or so
has seemed like a much extended
season of Lent. We've given up a lot,
mostly without choosing to do so. It's
beginning to look as if Easter this year
may mark the start of a new life in even
more ways than usual. We have the
prospect of life gradually returning to
something close to normal, and it's a
heady prospect. I wonder what are the
things you've missed most?
Probably top of the list for most of us would be getting
together with family and friends. Zoom is wonderful, but it's
really no substitute for being together and doing things
together. It's a sobering thought that there are young
children who have missed a whole year of learning how to
play with others, and older children who have missed most
of a year of the stimulus of learning together with others.

Though there were restrictions, and much
reduced numbers, worship carried on - and
again it was wonderful how much
technology enabled us to do. Perhaps the
biggest loss has been singing. In normal
times singing plays a large part in our
worship, for good reasons.
It’s not always easy to remember even
just the key points of a sermon, but
somehow the combination of words and
music seems to help memory and
remembering a few lines of a hymn may
help to recall the message. You'd probably
be surprised to discover how many bible passages are
familiar to you, not just because you've heard them read
many times, but also because you've sung them many
times. I know I'm not alone in having missed singing in
church and it's one of the things I'm looking forward to about
life beginning to return to normal.

With that in mind, perhaps this year Lent can be an
Travel comes high on the list for me. Not necessarily long opportunity not just to prepare ourselves for Easter, to
distance travel, but just seeing and appreciating different
walk with Christ the way of the cross, but also to prepare
places. We did manage one visit to the Lake District when
ourselves for the new life that may be opening up for us
we were briefly unlocked in the
beyond Easter. What are we
summer, but not everyone
going to learn from the time we
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father.
achieved even that.
have spent in lockdown? Are
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
there things we have learned
On the plus side, we were
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
to do that are worth holding on
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.
able to continue to worship in
to? Are there things we have
church for several months after
missed that now we shall
the first lockdown until we had
Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness,
value more?
Morning by morning new mercies I see.
to close again recently when
we felt the risks were too great.
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Tim Bourne, Holy Trinity
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

Words supplied by Lisa Farmer, Holy Trinity, illustrations by Katharine Harper, St Mary’s
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CONTACTS
Norma Howie 01923 266 596 - saintskl2@tiscali.co.uk
Benefice Office: Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS
Please contact Norma: preferably by email or leave a message on the office phone
HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
Bedmond Road, Hemel Hempstead HP3 8LJ

The Rev’d Lizzie Hood - Team Rector
01442 264 860 - lizziehood@aol.com
The Rev’d Jos Perris - Associate Priest
07979 590480 - josperris@hotmail.com

ST. MARY’S, APSLEY END
London Road, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9ST
ST. BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END
Peascroft Road, Bennetts End,
Hemel Hempstead HP3 8EP
ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS

The Rev’d Richard Howlett - Team Vicar
01442 767 738 - revrhowlett@gmail.com
The Rev’d Richard Howlett
Details above
Fr. James McDonald - Team Vicar
01923 903 531 - james.a.mcdonald@live.co.uk

BENEFICE NEWSLETTER
Editorial Team: Jean & Mike Chrisp - mikeandjean23@btinternet.com.
PUBLICATION DATE
6 June 2021
5 September 2021
5 December 2021
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New Associate Priest welcomed to the Benefice

I

t is always a significant
on Sunday 24th January
moment in our communal
and was conducted by the
life when a new member of
Archdeacon of St Albans,
staff joins the Ministry
the Venerable Dr Jane
Team, and the recent
Mainwaring. Our four
Licensing of the Rev’d Jos
churches combined in a
Perris as Associate Priest
live stream of the service
is no exception. We are
and both Rev’d Richard
delighted to welcome her to
and Fr. James were able to
the team and to the
be present to welcome her
Benefice. Jos is no
Licensed priests in the team with the Archdeacon after the service. to the parish, the Benefice
stranger to us, having
and the Deanery.
kindly helped us cover our
rotas for some time now, and I think she has actually led
Despite not being able to gather in large numbers or to
worship at all four churches already. But her licensing as
have a party afterwards as we would have wished, it was a
Associate Priest is a new phase of ministry for her and
lovely service with all the churches represented, and Jos’
represents a new level of rootedness in our community,
close family were able to be with us too. The big surprise,
particularly (though not exclusively) at Holy Trinity. Jos’
though, of which we were largely unaware, was that during
principal ministry is as Chaplain to Aldenham School, so we the service it started to snow heavily and when we
are likely to see more of her in school holidays.
processed out we were confronted by snow several inches
thick - soft, goose-feathery and utterly beautiful. It was
Jos introduced herself in the last edition of the Benefice
certainly a day to remember, for more than one reason!
Newsletter so do take a look back to page four of the
December edition. Her licensing took place at Holy Trinity
Rev’d Lizzie Hood

The Langelei Benefice Environmental Team

A

change to our diet can help with
climate change. The facts
include:
About 25 percent of climate change
today is fuelled by industrial agriculture
and factory farming. That is about the
same amount as all of the world’s
electricity generation and all those power plants. Food is the
same number, and we don’t talk about it. If we make small
changes in our daily lives, especially the way we eat, we can
alleviate much of the effects of climate change.
What is remarkable is that diet is probably the single
largest and most immediate change that anyone can
make. Little changes that we all undertake can help our
world. For example:
Eat more chicken and fish and reduce consumption of
beef, lamb and dairy products. Try to make sure these are
animal friendly by choosing free range. Eat a vegetarian
meal one day a week. Try adapting favourite meat based
recipes with a vegetarian version. Eat more locally grown
and organic fruit and vegetables as it is better for the

environment and there is less chemical
intake. Buy British seasonal home
grown vegetables where possible as
your food will have travelled less.
Choose Fairtrade produce wherever
possible to ensure developing
countries receive a fair price, good
working conditions and support for
their communities.
Only buy what you need, don’t overbuy, don’t overcook,
and eat what’s left over. An estimated 1.3 billion tons about 30% - of the world’s food goes to waste annually,
according to the UN Food and Agricultural Organization of
the United States.
If you would like to join the Team, presently Rev’d Lizzie
and Ali Hood and Cathy Ayling (Holy Trinity) Rachel
McDonald, Sue Castle-Henry and Harold Taylor (All Saints),
Adrian Whalley (St Mary’s) and Bob Day (St Benedict’s), or
would like more information, have any questions or advice
to offer, please contact Adrian in the first instance at
adrian@friendsofcrs.co.uk or on 07894 901961.
Cathy Ayling, Holy Trinity
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PARISH DIARY

IMPORTANT: FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION PLEASE CHECK WEBSITE AND WEEKLY SHEETS,
SOME SERVICES MAY BE ON LINE AND SOME ACTIVITIES SUSPENDED DURING LOCKDOWN

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
Sundays

3rd Sundays
Mondays
2nd Monday
Tuesdays
3rd Tuesday
Wednesdays
3rd Wednesday
Thursdays
3rd Thursday
Fridays
Saturdays
1st Saturday

8.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am
Holy Communion and Junior Church (Sunday School) - Common Worship
6.00 - 7.30pm
TYG (The Youth Group)
2.00pm
Sewing Group - Meet in Trinity Room
7.45pm
Trinity Readers
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Music and Meditation, 63 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
8.00pm
Horseshoe Study Group, 61 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
10.00am
Said Holy Communion
2.00pm
Craft Group
2.45pm
Collective Worship at Leverstock Green School - Term Time only
10.00am
Mothers Union Corporate Communion
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Toddlers Church - Term Time only
3.00 - 5.00pm
Friendship Teas in the Trinity Room
8.00pm
Trinity Women’s Group - Meet in the Trinity Room
7.00pm
Choir Practice
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Coffee Shop in Trinity Room with Traidcraft Stall
10.00am - 12 noon Churchyard Gardening Party

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END
Sundays
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
Mondays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
4th Wednesday
Thursdays

Fridays
Saturdays

10.00am
Holy Communion (Common Worship) and Young Peoples’ Groups
8.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
6.30pm
Evening Prayer
10.00am - 12 noon Working Party
8.00pm
Bell Ringing Practice
9:30am
Buzzy Bees Toddler Group - (Term Time)
9.00am
Holy Communion at Florence Longman House (See weekly Bulletin for dates)
11.00am
Holy Communion at Water Mill House Care Home (See weekly Bulletin for dates)
7.30 - 9.30pm
Paper Dollies - (WI)
9.00am
Morning Prayer
9.30am
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
10.10am
Study Group (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation)
7:30pm
AA Group
8.00pm
Study Group (Manor Estate)
10.00am - 12 noon Working Party
10.00am - 12 noon Community Cafe

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END
Sundays
Mondays

10.00am
4.00pm

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Evening Prayer (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation)

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
Church open daily 9.30am - 5.00pm
Sundays

Thursdays

8.00am
9.30am
8.30am
11.00am
9.30am - 11.00am
7.45pm
7.00pm

Fridays

6.30pm

Tuesdays - Fridays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays

Said Eucharist (Traditional language 1st Sunday of the month)
Family Eucharist and Saints on Sunday
Morning prayer
Holy Communion at Friars Mead (usually last Tuesday of the month)
Tiny Tots (Term Time only)
Bell Ringing Practice
All Saints Men’s Group (Usually 3rd Thursday, time varies)
Contact Brian McAdam: 07796 131 291
Adult Choir Practice
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SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS
IMPORTANT - FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION
PLEASE CHECK WEBSITE AND WEEKLY SHEETS - SOME SERVICES MAY BE ON LINE
March
Saturday 6th
Tuesday 9th
Weds 10th,17th,24th
Sunday 14th
Tuesday 23rd
Sunday 28th
April
Thursday 1st
Friday 2nd
Sunday 4th
Sunday 25th
May
Wednesday 5th
Thursday 13th
Sunday 23rd
Sunday 30th

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
8.30am
7.30pm
7.00pm
10.00am
10.00am

10.00am

7.30pm
8.00pm
10.00am
10.00am

Pray Hemel from Holy Trinity church
Parochial Church council meeting on Zoom
Lent discussion groups
Mothering Sunday service
National Day of Reflection: anniversary of 1st lockdown
Palm Sunday Eucharist
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Day Parish Eucharist
APCM after morning worship
Parochial Church council meeting
Ascension Day: Deanery Eucharist
Pentecost Eucharist
Trinity Sunday: Patronal Eucharist

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END AND ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END
March
Sunday 28th
Mon & Tues 28th & 29th
Wednesday 31st

10.00am
7.30pm
7.30pm

Palm Sunday services in both churches
Reflections for Holy week - details to be announced
Stations of the cross from St Benedict’s

April
Thursday 1st
Friday 2nd
Friday 2nd
Friday 2nd
Sunday 4th

7.30pm
11.00am
11.30am
2.00pm
10.00am

Maundy Thursday service from St Mary’s
Easter Garden service from St Benedict’s - on line
Family stations service from St Mary’s
An Hour with the Cross from St Benedict’s - Stations of the Cross from St Mary’s
Easter Day Eucharist in both churches followed by Easter Egg Hunt at St Mary’s
depending on the weather

May

March
Tuesdays - Friday in Lent
Feb 22nd - March 22nd
Feb 23rd - March 23rd
Feb 24th - March 24th
Sunday 14th
Sunday 29th
Tuesday 30th

Details of Thy Kingdom Come (Ascension to Pentecost) are not yet known

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
9.30pm
7.30pm
2.30pm
7.30pm
9.30am
8.30am
7.30pm

Compline (live-stream, Facebook)
Churches Together Lent Course (sign up details in weekly sheet)
Churches Together Lent Course (sign up details in weekly sheet)
Celtic Evening Prayer (see page 8)
Mothering Sunday (check details in weekly sheet)
Palm Sunday Procession and short service - to be confirmed - check website
Healing Eucharist

7.30pm
9.30am
11.00am
12.30pm

Sunday 18th

9.30am
11.15am
11.00am

Liturgy of Maundy Thursday
Service for families - to be confirmed
Stations of the Cross
The Liturgy of Good Friday
Holy Saturday - The Easter Vigil readings only - to be confirmed
Family Eucharist
‘Church in the Wild’ an informal outdoor service, especially suitable for children and families
APCM

May
Sunday 2nd
Thursday 13th

11.15am
8.00pm

‘Church in the Wild’
Ascension Day: Deanery Eucharist - St Alban’s Warners End

April
Thursday 1st
Friday 2nd
Saturday 3rd
Sunday 4th
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News from St Mary’s

Photo: Art by Claire Photography.

St. Mary’s Advent crown for 2020.

Snowdrops in St Mary’s churchyard.

Christmas Eve
at St Mary’s

Working during
Lockdown

This year’s Crib Service was
very different from usual but
was well attended by nearly
fifty adults and children. I hope
they all enjoyed it.

A few members of our working
party have been busy in the
churchyard on Mondays and
Fridays during lockdown under strict government
guidelines, of course!

We moved the Crib to the
side chapel so Harry, our main
Zoom man, could use an
adjacent wall as a screen to
give everyone the same view
of the figures being placed in
the Crib.

Knitted figures for St Mary’s Christmas Eve Crib service

Our young people usually
carry the figures round the
church and put them into
position. This year they had to
watch me place our knitted
figures while Peter told the
story of Christmas Eve and we
all sang the Carols.

We plan to build a new leaf
pen - the wonderful compost
from one of our four existing
leaf pens has been spread
around the churchyard ready
for the growing season. The
front hedge is already
springing into new growth.
Due mainly to careful
management by the working
party during the summer we’ve
had a wonderful show of
snowdrops.

Many thanks go to the
Although the children were
team who have continued with
Christmas day sunset over Apsley.
unable to be in church this
this work - and much more year, they all took part and
since March 2020. Meanwhile
enjoyed the ‘build-up’ to Christmas Day. Some of the
comments of appreciation from local people continue to
‘audience’ had dressed up which hopefully added to the
come in as they visit during their daily exercise.
atmosphere.
Rosemary Bladon, St Mary's
Peter Bladon, St Mary's
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No.39 - March 2021
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Pop-up stall in Leverstock Green

T

he Wing Fu House
Chinese Takeaway
was kind enough to allow
Holy Trinity to run a pop-up
stall outside their shop
before they opened for
business on Saturday
mornings. We started in
October, the wettest day on
record - ever, stopped until
December and managed
three before Christmas.
We sold many wonderful, original and imaginative items
made by the craft ladies as well as chutney, marmalade,
jams, jigsaws, church merchandising and raffle tickets for a

magnificent hamper for a
Christmas draw.
Well supported by
church folk and residents
alike we took great care to
ensure masks and hand
sanitisers were used at
every point. We even had a
sanitiser monitor so we
could all keep safe.
I'm delighted to report that
we raised over £1500 for church funds.
Gillian Redman, Holy Trinity

Oxygen Recovery at Nascent House

Celtic Evening Prayer at All Saints

F

r. James would like to encourage all in the Benefice to
participate in the Celtic Evening Prayer. Please email
for the Zoom link as shown on the poster below.

W

e were delighted to be able to deliver two huge
Christmas hampers to Nascent House clients just
before Christmas.
The hampers were well received. One client said: “The
church is really thoughtful at this time of year, it is so nice to
have community spirit so close to the rehab.”
Many thanks to everyone who generously donated and
contributed to these.
We continue to supply welcome boxes and wash bags
for new arrivals. If you would like to be involved or to make
a donation please contact Susan Rivett on 07908644600,
email: rivetts@aol.com or Viv, email:
vivian.hagel@ntlworld.com
Viv Hagel, St Mary’s
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Santa must get through!

T

hings were not looking
good for the Hemel Santa
Sleigh at the end of 2020.
Over the last four years
the Rotary Club of Hemel
Hempstead has worked up a
tried and tested system
where each year the Santa
Sleigh tours 25 house-tohouse routes and, separately,
stops at more than a dozen
neighbourhood centres to
give parents and carers an
opportunity to photograph
their children with Santa. It all
takes a lot of organisation but
everyone looks forward to it,
loves it, and it’s an important
part of Christmas!
Not so this year. Plans had
to be changed because of
covid: no knocking on doors,
no donations of coins or
notes, on-line donations
encouraged instead and all
static appearances of the
Sleigh abandoned to avoid
crowds congregating close to
Santa.
And it got worse. The
November lockdown which
caused the ‘season’ to start
ten days late on 5 December,
followed by the Tier 4
restrictions that brought all
activities to a halt on
19 December, could not have
been foreseen.
Nevertheless, the Sleigh
did go out fifteen times. The
public were remarkably generous with online giving and
many residents insisted on putting cash into the few
available collecting buckets.
But, above all else, the children waiting on their
doorsteps loved it! And so did their parents. A bit of
seasonal normality in a year of so many restrictions was just
what everyone needed.
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No.39 - March 2021

Three of the routes that
weren’t cancelled were in
Leverstock Green, around
Belswains Lane and in Kings
Langley. Quite by chance the
first of these was ‘manned’ by
Holy Trinity and the second by
St Mary’s and St Benedict’s.
As expected, the overall
level of donations from the
public was less than
previously and the funds
collected had to be shared
between helper organisations
that covered a route as well
as those whose routes were
cancelled. The net result this
year is that each of the 25
organisations that
volunteered to help Rotary
with the Hemel Santa Sleigh
will receive £300.
2021 can only be more
straightforward!
Michael Wright, St Mary’s

W

e were delighted to
participate in this
wonderful event again on
Friday 18th December. Many
thanks to members of St
Benedict’s and St Mary’s
churches who delivered
leaflets beforehand to
households along the route.
Our team included Peter,
our Santa, with Rosemary
and me walking along with
Beverley Funnell from the
Rotary Club who marshalled for us, and Colin who drove for
us. Thanks to all involved.
It was a joyful evening and lovely to see so many smiling
faces with plenty of waving from doorsteps, windows and
driveways.
Vivian Hagel, St Mary’s
Page 9

Crafts during lockdown

T

hese are two of Pauline Buck’s knitting
projects. How have you been keeping busy
during lockdown? Viv has been painting, the
Holy Trinity craft group have been making veg
bags and Katharine has been taking photos on
her walks (pages 11 & 16).

Chickens waiting for their
chocolate eggs.

As we hopefully come out of lockdown, for
the next issue we’d love to know what you’re
looking forward to doing.
Jean & Mike

The owl and the pussycat went to
sea in a beautiful pea green boat.

Watercolour art classes

I

’ve been attending watercolour
lessons at Berkhamsted Art & Crafts
for just over nine years. The last has
been the most challenging but
probably the most beneficial. Thanks
to our very patient teacher Niki Bell
and the BAC shop for organising it, our
course has continued during
lockdown.
We’ve learned new styles and
techniques during our weekly two and
a half hour lessons via Zoom.
Supporting one another we’ve been
sharing our artwork and our small
group have become great friends.

In the absence of dinner parties
during lockdown, our dining table has
been put to good use for my painting
and I’ve been asked to share some of
my latest paintings with you .
Vivian Hagel, St Mary’s

Naked fruit and veg

O

ne of the simplest ways we can
reduce the amount of plastic in
our lives is to pick our fruit and veg not
wrapped in plastic! Supermarkets
supply us with plastic bags but we can
take our own bags when we shop.
A while ago, Holy Trinity's craft
group made netting draw-string bags
which I've been using ever since. They
fold into a tiny space, and the till staff
can see the contents. Perfect!
The Benefice Environmental Team
would like us all to adopt this idea.
Some supermarkets now sell bags like

these but they're very easy to make
from old net curtains or similar fabric another tick in the reuse/recycle box!
I'm sure there are people in our
congregations with simple sewing
skills and we're happy to give
guidance if anyone's stuck.
Each of the churches has been
given a few bags as examples, and
some have been supplied to the KL
village market. Are you up for the
challenge? Even saving one plastic
bag per shop is a step in the right
direction.
Rev'd Lizzie Hood
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I

Masked!

may not be alone in finding the endless days of wearing a
face mask oppressive in my spirit, while my reason
recognises it is of course vital to protect others.

Looking ahead to Christian Aid Week:
9 - 15 May
Thinking of Rose in Kenya

E

very year Christian Aid focuses on a particular area and
highlights one person’s specific need. This year it is
Rose in the Dili Village in Kitui, Kenya. Rose is 60 years old
and like many in the developing world is now affected by
climate change. For her and her family lack of water is the
real challenge. A nearby dam should provide enough but
frequent droughts mean that it dries up and she must walk
to provide for her grandchildren. So, she sets out on a long
and dangerous journey every morning to collect water for
her family. She walks on an empty stomach.
“Because I am old, I can’t walk very fast. When I get
home I just rest in the evening. I have no energy to do
anything else,” Rose says.

Every day the pandemic challenges me about how to
show God’s love, how to demonstrate humanity when I and
others are masked and distanced. It seems especially
poignant in the season of Epiphany when we celebrate
God’s love being made manifest rather than hidden.
I often find when something is weighing on my heart;
God sends something to show me He is aware of the issue I
am carrying. So I was moved and grateful when my son-inlaw Jack sent me a prayer written by Rev’d Richard Bott,
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Canada.
Rev’d Richard Howlett
Creator God, as I prepare to go into the world, help
me to see the sacramental nature of wearing this cloth.
Let it be a tangible and visible way of living love for my
neighbours, as I love myself.
Christ Jesus, since my lips will be covered, uncover
my heart, that people would see my smile in the crinkles
around my eyes..
Since my voice may be muffled, help me to speak
clearly, not only with my words but with my actions.
Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, remind
me to listen carefully and caringly to all those I meet.
May this simple piece of cloth be shield and banner, and
may each breath that it holds be filled with Your love. In
Your name and in that love, I pray. Amen.

Rose Katanu Jonathan sitting on the dry land
caused by extreme drought in Dili.
But there is hope. Rose is part of the Itukisya earth dam
project. Her community is working together to clear the
weeds and rubbish from the Dam. Christian Aid is
supporting the work so the community can build better earth
dams to harvest more water, sow drought-tolerant crops
that grow even with the fewest of drops, or set up an
advocacy group to demand change at the highest level and
put a stop to this climate crisis.
During Lent, and leading up to Christian Aid Week, will
you pray for Rose, her family, and this work? Please also
pray for the local group as they look ahead to what might be
possible in Christian Aid Week. Thank you.

Image of Spring
by Katharine Harper.

Paul Tucker, Chair, Christian Aid in Kings Langley
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No.39 - March 2021
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Nash Mills Church of England Primary School

G

reetings! What a term it has been!
On 4th January, hours before
children were due back in classrooms,
another lockdown was declared. Teachers
had to create plans for children to learn at
home as well as at school - and what a
fantastic job they’ve done!

On Friday 12th February, we held our
first whole-school online Celebration
Assembly when certificates were
presented to pupils who had been Good
Samaritans by helping others, being
conscientious or supportive during the
preceding weeks.

During recent weeks, our children at
home have had daily online lessons,
mainly using our interactive Google
Classroom platform. Some have been
delivered as video lessons by our own
teachers, others by means of videos and
other resources to use at home. To keep
things exciting and engaging, we’ve been
delighted to welcome special visitors to
our online classroom with talks from the
London Zoo and the Poet in residence at St
Albans Cathedral. Weekly African drumming
workshops have been a particular highlight!

This focus will continue as we find
ways to help our entire community to
flourish.

In addition to the enrichment activities
outlined above, to ensure as much consistency
as possible, face-to-face teaching to a normal
timetable has continued for vulnerable children
and those of key workers.
To support those learning at home, we’ve
been provided with a few laptops from the
Department for Education. We’ve also
been very fortunate to have had generous
donations of laptops from the local
community and printers from Epson which
have been distributed to families in need.

Vision
A key focus for us last term was to refine
and clarify our Christian vision statement
as one our entire community could
understand and embrace. After much deliberation, this was
based on the story of The Good Samaritan as we liked its
clear links to our ethos of mutual care and support with a
strong focus on loving our neighbours. We also recognised the
journey we’re all on with its twists and turns and felt this to be
a clear message in the story to embed within our community.
In school or at home, wherever the children have been
learning, The Good Samaritan has been the key focus of our
whole-school worship, exploring the story’s themes and
elements to support our pupils’ familiarity with it.
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Changes
In January, we were joined by Miss
Archer supporting groups of pupils
across our school to ensure lockdown
doesn’t have too significant an impact
on their learning. Miss Archer comes with a
range of experience and has been working
hard with our children online, running special
booster sessions which have been very well
received.
Sadly, we have had to say a very fond
farewell to Mrs Goddard, our Year 2 teaching
assistant, who has decided the time is right for
retirement. Mrs Goddard has been a key
member of the Nash Mills Family for well over
twenty years and we were very sad to see her
go. She is planning lots of holidays to
warm places once conditions allow!
Mr Patmore, our Site Manager,
continues to develop our school. We now
have three newly-refurbished classrooms,
several improvements across the school
site and are already planning further
works for the summer!
Mrs Gravell, our Office Manager, has
overseen the introduction of a number of new systems in
recent months including our new highly sophisticated phoneline. When you call now, you will be greeted by a recording
made by some of the pupils!
I very much look forward to the time when I am able to
meet more members of the local community. Please take a
look at our school website (www.nashmills.herts.sch.uk) or
follow us on Twitter to keep up with news and to see what
we’ve been up to.
Allan Maher, Headteacher
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News from All Saints

S

ince the first Sunday of January, All
Saints, like many churches, has
returned to ‘online only’ worship. Of
course, a few of us need to be in the
building otherwise, lovely as that might
be for some, it would be an hour of
looking at the interior of the church!
Although we are not gathering on a
Sunday, we continue to hold Zoom
bible study groups, meetings, services
(Candlemas Evening Prayer - pictured)
and a successful Friends of All Saints
quiz, complete with a virtual raffle with
real life prizes attended by eighty
people and enjoyed by all.
Among other things, we have
continued our conversations with the
Parish and Borough Councils and
Sunnyside Rural Trust over a possible
plan for the management of our churchyard to increase
biodiversity, complement Dacorum’s maintenance and
encourage more people to use this wonderful space.

W

e were all set to re-open in
November and had prepared
activities for the Advent period then
everything stopped again and we had to
postpone our plans. In the meantime, we
have been providing activities once a week
that can be picked up in Church every
Wednesday. These activities have ranged
from colouring and salt dough modelling to
paper crafts and games. Where possible
(and practical) the activity is also now being
sent by email to all those on our Tiny Tots
mailing list.
Recently we’ve been thinking about
what else we can do as it looks likely that this situation is

T

he Friends of All Saints held a quiz with a Burns Night
theme on Friday evening 29 January by Zoom - how
else? We charged £10 per household, the event attracted
over 80 persons across 30 teams and raised £600 towards
preservation of and improvement to the fabric of All Saints
church.The Zoom technology was masterminded by Andrew

As we continue to live through the
pandemic, we’re all aware of its toll on
our mental health and the importance of
green spaces for healing and for God’s
presence to ‘breathe’ through the natural
world. We recognise how lucky we are
to have this space to ‘revive the soul’ so,
with the community, we’re looking at
how we can improve our offer.
Not forgetting the church building,
our reordering committee has been
reviewing feedback from our initial
consultation document sent in
November to the community of
All Saints worshippers. As well as a
positive response to the overall
proposals (90% of the 45 who
responded are in favour), the exercise
also prompted lots of questions and
suggestions which are being fed into our
still evolving thinking. The next step is to consult with the
wider community. Hopefully, we can share some more on
this here in the next edition!
Fr. James McDonald
going to prevail for a while yet. One of the
things we are considering is a monthly
virtual meeting using Zoom. It’s a poor
substitute for meeting face-to-face but at
the moment, it’s the best we’ve got. When
restrictions are lifted a little and the weather
improves we would like to arrange to meet
in the village garden and have a socially
distanced walk - an opportunity to get some
fresh air, exercise and company!
We are looking forward to being able to
meet up in person again as soon as we are
able. If you would like further information or
to be added to our mailing list please email
Lynne (itslindy@gmail.com).
Lynne Head, All Saints
and Sarah Wragg who enabled us to enter into individual
team ‘break-out’ rooms when required to compile and
submit our answers. My brother-in-law, Tony Refold, was
our quizmaster. The event exceeded our expectations and
there has since been much clamour to repeat it very soon!
Brian McAdam, All Saints
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Holy Trinity churchyard prayer walk

M

y friend, Jean Saunders and I both found the Churchyard
Walk stimulating, thought provoking and a nice thing to
do. Leaflets are available in the porch if you’d like to do the
walk. Although not a long walk, it can provide many things to
think about. So much more than just a time for contemplation, it
encourages a desire to know more about times gone by, the
place where we live and people who have lived here.
The walk begins by focusing on the War Memorial which
takes us back to a very difficult time that most of us can only
imagine. Some of the names may be familiar - your own or
someone you know, so it is easy to make a connection.
A beautiful Cedar tree
might make you think of
the 'Cedars of Lebanon’.
Apparently very tolerant of
air pollution, they absorb
carbon dioxide, releasing
life-giving oxygen;
perhaps that’s why they
are often planted in
churchyards.
A Memorial to a WW1
soldier brings to our
attention Reginald
Cedar tree: “A land of gathering
Herbert, secretan. (The
shadows, of deepening
word 'secretan' was
darkness, lit by no ray of light,
another name for a church
dark upon dark."
warden.) Killed in St Julien
Job 10 : 22

in 1917, his body was never found. His memorial is on the
reverse of his parent’s gravestone - how dreadful it must
have been for them but appropriate as, of course, having no
grave, he cannot be included in the War Graves.
The second tree dominating the churchyard is the 200
year old oak. There before the church was built in 1849, if
only we could know what tales the tree has to tell! It stands
guard over the Garden of Remembrance and has an
enduring, maybe protective, quality.
Several seats placed around the churchyard provide
ideal opportunities to rest,
think and remember - or
maybe have lunch! When
we were there we met a
keen photographer who
finds our church and
churchyard inspirational,
doing just that .

Ancient Oak: "Before I formed
you in the womb
I knew you for my own."
Jeremiah 1 : 5

There’s much to see
here; I would like to thank
Frances and Rebecca
Lawson for bringing it to
our attention and Patrick,
Simon and other
volunteers for tending it
so beautifully.
Elizabeth Cooper,
HolyTrinity

Holy Trinity Advent window trail

A

n Advent window trail around Leverstock Green seemed
such a great idea when Lizzie suggested it, enabling
everyone in the village to share the build up to Christmas,
brightening their ‘permitted’ daily walks and leading them to
the church for the children’s Christmas Eve service.
People whose houses had windows visible from the
pavement, as checked by Lizzie and Ali, were invited to
participate. No-one refused and the age range covered the
oldest to the youngest members of the congregation.
Everyone was offered a list of suggested ideas for their
window, the route was worked out and numbers allocated.
The walk was publicised on the Leverstock Green Village
and Holy Trinity Facebook pages and posters were put up in
lots of places. Available to download, a map with a list of
venues was produced; some were printed and put in the porch.
Page 14

A picture of a house was printed on the back of the
sheet with windows for children to colour in and bring to
church on the 24th in return for a small prize. Gold
numbers to go in the windows and instructions as to when
to reveal the window were delivered to the various
households at the end of November.
With such a variety of windows we obviously have plenty
of talented designers in the Parish and we thank them all for
their hard work! Feedback within the first couple of days
was fantastic and increased as time went by. Everyone
enjoyed having something to search for on their walk.
Our Advent window trail was a great success in every

respect.
Ali, Lizzie, Pauline and Wendy, Holy Trinity
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No. 39 - March 2021
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Partners for the journey ahead

I

n June 2020 we started an ‘open
table’ foodbank at All Saints. After an
initial slow start it is now being heavily
used, especially during school holidays.
Like many things in church life, it’s a
ministry that we would not be able to
run as successfully as we do without
the kind support of volunteers, including
some new faces from the wider
community and the enthusiastic
support of Parish Councillor Andrew
Hubberstey who has particularly helped
us to spread the word in recent weeks.
The foodbank is an example of the
kind of partnering that we are called
to as churches in our communities
and is also a reflection of the
‘transforming communities’ strand of

next few years it is likely that
foodbanks will be needed perhaps
more than ever.

Living God’s Love. Well, we hope so
anyway! It has also been brilliant, with
Andrew’s help, to liaise with St Mary’s
who have now started a food bank on
Thursdays. As we look to the future,
those of us who have been involved
so far are asking how we can make
sure the foodbank is sustainable for
the long term. Unfortunately in the

This is the kind of work God is
calling us to as we emerge from the
‘response stage’ into the ‘recovery
phase’ of the pandemic. We have the
opportunity to ask ourselves what we
have to offer as churches, to listen to
where our communities are at, and to
see where and how we can minister
with them, not just to them, to work
with others for the coming of God’s
kingdom. It will be interesting and
exciting to see what new opportunities
God has in store for us to connect with
and work alongside others .
The All Saints Foodbank Team

Foodbank outpost opens in St Mary’s

O

n 11 February St Mary’s opened
an offshoot of the foodbank at All
Saints, Kings Langley.
Nash Mills councillor Andrew
Hubberstey noted that some clients
were coming from Apsley parish,
and approached Richard and the
wardens, who readily agreed to try an
outpost in the porch of St Mary’s
church. A range of non-perishable
food and other supplies have been
donated, and more are welcome.

opened for business on the coldest
morning of the winter. Before leaving
things in place, we opened in prayer,
asking that God would make it a place
of blessing and hope to all in need.

Staff at Dunelm Mill have also come
on board, accepting donations for the
foodbank. Two of their staff delivered
two trolley loads as Andrew and I

Will anyone bringing donations
please clearly mark the ‘use by’ date in
black marker pen. The foodbank is
currently open on Thursdays, which
will be reviewed if demand is high.
Rev’d Richard Howlett

Images of Spring by Katharine Harper
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