
 

  

 

Benefice of Langelei 
Welcome to our Benefice Newsletter for December 2020 

Benefice Mission: “Our Vision is of a community where Christ has been brought to the community and the community 
has been brought to Christ. Our Mission as churches in this Benefice area is to maintain sacred spaces, 

and be flexible, interactive and collaborative with the use of resources.” 

Like no other 
(change for hope) 

W e frequently hear that 
“This Christmas will be 

like no other”. Certainly for 
many people it will not be like 
they have been used to over 
the past few years or were 
hoping for or expecting before 
Covid 19 reared its ugly head. 
However, for some, especially 
those on their own, the 
housebound, the homeless and 
the destitute, it may feel much as ever.  

In reality, of course, especially since the industrial 
revolution and rapid growth in population and consumerism, 
the way Christmas is celebrated has continually changed 
such that we might fairly ask: “Different to what?” For many of 
us, the way we celebrate Christmas has changed a great deal 
in our own lifetimes. As a boy it was Nine Lessons and Carols 
from Kings College, Cambridge on Christmas Eve afternoon, 
presents as early on Christmas morning as we could achieve, 
Christmas dinner (roast chicken – a real treat!), the Queen’s 
Speech on the radio at 3 pm and card games. When at 8, I 
was allowed to join the church choir, it was Nine Lessons and 
Carols on Christmas Eve and morning prayer on Christmas 
morning. TV, the Morecambe and Wise Christmas Show, the 
Bond movies, eating out, Boxing Day sales and so on were all 
to come.  

Yes, change has been and continues to be a feature of 
human life, often seemingly ever more rapid, perhaps too 
rapid for some of us to easily accommodate. These changes 
are well illustrated by all the trappings of modern 

Christmases. So, because of 
Covid 19, this Christmas will be 
very different from last year’s, 
but in reality that is nothing 
new. For if we go back more 
than 2000 years, there was a 
‘Christmas’ that was definitely 
like no other. It was life 
changing for a few people at 
the time and then went on to 
change and re-shape the 
course of human history. 

For Mary, having God’s son 
as her first baby in the stable of an Inn, for Joseph, becoming 
Jesus’ earthly father, adopting God’s only son, and for 
Shepherds, visited by angels and surrounded by a heavenly 
choir, that ‘Christmas’ was indeed like no other. For Magi, 
seeing a bright star and dliigently, arduously following it to 
Bethlehem, it was like no other. For others, the Inn keeper, the 
animals, saints (and sinners) down the ages, and we 
ourselves, it was, and is like no other Christmas, God choosing 
to become one of us and live with us and, if we let him, in us, 
was not just different, it was life changing and life giving. 

So, however different this Christmas will be for you from 
what you might have expected or hoped for twelve months 
ago, remember that the incarnation was and is life-changing. 
Let’s not just make the best of it. Let’s find out how God can 
use this peculiar time to reveal himself to us in new ways. 
However you manage to celebrate Christmas this year may 
you experience the Joy, Peace and Hope that the Christ child 
brings. And may you be able to share that Joy and Peace 
with and give hope to all your loved ones; family and friends. 
Amen. 

Bob Day, St Benedict‟s 
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T he weather wasn’t on our side during 
half term but I decided to not let it get in 

the way of things and we had fun! We did 
some art work with the autumn leaves, 
splashed in muddy muddles, carved 
pumpkins, visited farm animals and sat and 
had our lunch in the church gardens 
listening to the bells ringing - one of my 
elder daughter’s favourite thing to do.  

To answer the number one question 
asked by our three year old at the moment, 
we spent this morning learning about 
Remembrance Sunday and why we wear 
poppies. We drew poppies, discussed their 
meaning and wrote a little poem. It’s not 
great but we giggled while we worked and I 

really felt proud knowing that I’d taught my three year old 
something new. She’s so happy and has now explained it 
perfectly numerous times to her grandparents and the dog! 

Written by 
Sarah Newstead 

(Mummy) 
and coloured in 

by Lily-Roma 
(age 3) 

St Mary‟s 

Apsley‟s War Memorial is dedicated to Paper Mill 
employees who died in the two World Wars. 

Soldiers guard the Nash Mills Memorial. 

Situated next to Gade Tower off Belswains Lane, this 
commemorative plaque is for an American airman 

who crashed his plane in Nash Mills. 

Lily-Roma with her younger sister Hallie and her Poppy. 

On the 11th we stand to pray, 
Wear a Poppy on this day. 

We sit and think of those that died 
And all the people that mourned and cried. 

 
Wear a Poppy on this day, 

For two minutes stop your play. 
Beautiful Poppies as red as can be, 

To show we remember those that set us free. 
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CONTACTS 
Norma Howie 01923 266 596 - saintskl2@tiscali.co.uk 
Benefice Office: Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS 

Please contact Norma: preferably by email or leave a message on the office phone 

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY 
Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS 

 

Fr. James McDonald - Team Vicar 
01923 903 531 - james.a.mcdonald@live.co.uk 
 

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN 
Bedmond Road, Hemel Hempstead HP3 8LJ 

 

The Rev’d Lizzie Hood - Team Rector 
01442 264 860 - lizziehood@aol.com 

ST. MARY’S, APSLEY END 
London Road, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9ST 

 

The Rev’d Richard Howlett - Team Vicar 
01442 767 738 - revrhowlett@gmail.com 

ST. BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END 
Peascroft Road, Bennetts End, 

Hemel Hempstead HP3 8EP 
 

The Rev’d Richard Howlett 
Details above 
 
 

BENEFICE NEWSLETTER 
Editorial Team: Jean & Mike Chrisp - mikeandjean23@btinternet.com. 

 

 PUBLICATION DATE COPY DEADLINE 
 7 March 2021 21 February 2021 
 6 June 2021 23 May 2021 
 5 September 2021 22 August 2021 

 

2020 and Covid 19! 

China has a Virus – we’ve seen it on TV. 
I just thought “How awful, I‟m glad it isn‟t me!” 

Then I awoke one morning – it’s travelled far and wide. 
We’ve got it here in Britain and I have to stay inside! 

 
At first I just felt awful, I had to stay indoors, 

All alone, all by myself, just looking at the walls! 
 Then I thought, “I‟m lucky, I have family, friends, a home. 

Lots of other people truly are alone.” 
 

One thing I’ve learned from this: I think you will agree, 
Loving friends and family are all we really need. 

 
Jenny Chaney, Holy Trinity  
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I  am delighted to share with you the 

news that Jos will be joining us as an 

Associate Priest in our Ministry Team. 

She will be familiar to many of you as she 

has very kindly led some of our Sunday 

services over the last couple of years. Her 

Licensing will be on Sunday 24th January 

at 10am at Holy Trinity, and this service 

will be streamed to all four churches so 

we can welcome her and worship together 

as a Benefice.  

Rev‟d Lizzie Hood 

Jos says: 

I  was born in London, but moved to Herefordshire when I 

was young. After university in London (studying Psychology 

and Sociology) I fell into advertising accidentally. I worked in 

the West End for a couple of ad agencies during my 20s, with 

one year in Kuala Lumpur, setting up an integrated 

communications agency. 

I came from a church background, with many of my family 

either ordained or lay ministers. In London I became heavily 

involved with All Saints (Fulham) until I married my wonderful 

husband James in 2000 and we moved to live in Apsley. Here I 

joined Sunnyside, Berkhamsted and St. John’s, Bourne End 

and started training as a Lay Reader. I still loved the advertising 

world as it was a lot of fun but it had its challenges!  

When I had my children I decided on a career change and 

went to Oaklands College to study Counselling while working 

part time as a manager at Berkhamsted Tennis Club. I began to 

feel called to Ordained Ministry and after 

selection started training with the Eastern 

Region Ministry Course. I was ordained 

Deacon in 2011 and Priest in 2012 and 

served my title at St Peter’s in St Albans 

with Rev’d Anne Hollinghurst. After my 

curacy she invited me to become her 

Associate Priest but only four days after 

my licensing she was appointed Bishop of 

Aston in Birmingham! While very sad not to 

be working with her, I was very 

pleased for her. 

I stayed at St Peter’s for another two 

years, with my focus on developing the children and youth 

ministry, as that was where my passion lay. In 2017 an 

amazing opportunity arose to be School Chaplain at Aldenham 

School and I have thoroughly loved the last three years, 

particularly the diversity and the constant challenges that 

school ministry brings. My ministry here will continue, but I feel 

the time is right to have a parish base as well. 

I have known Lizzie for many years, and I have always 

found her to be a wonderful spiritual and pastoral colleague, 

and through prayer and discernment I felt that the Langelei 

Team and specifically Holy Trinity, was the right church to call 

my home. You have always been so welcoming, and I am 

really looking forward to getting to know you all better. Times 

are difficult for us all just now, but I can see the dawn breaking 

over the horizon and we just need to focus on the light and 

hope that Jesus Christ brings.  

Rev‟d Jos Perris 

Welcoming the Reverend Jos Perris 

O n Remembrance weekend at Holy Trinity we 

launched a new Churchyard Walk. The 

leaflets are freely available in the church porch 

and they guide you from the main gate, in a 

complete circuit of the churchyard, stopping at 

various features for a short scripture passage and 

reflection. The original prayer walk was compiled 

for the church’s 150th anniversary in 1999 by 

Frances Lawson, and she and her daughter 

Rebecca have updated it for us. It was surprising to find how 

much had changed in the churchyard in 20 years - the bramble 

patch has gone and saplings are now mature trees! 

The timing of this is not accidental. We are now in our 

second lockdown and I think many of us are feeling weary and 

strained. Our church is not regularly open for private prayer. So 

this Churchyard Walk provides the opportunity to 

get out into the fresh air, to come to a cherished 

place, and to centre ourselves by spending some 

time in prayer and reflection. We do hope you’ll 

make use of it and through it find peace. If you 

would like to try something a little different, the 

labyrinth is still available to all on the vicarage 

front lawn (14 Pancake Lane) just a short walk 

from the churchyard. 

Rev‟d Lizzie Hood  

Image: John Lawson 

 

 We would love to include an illustrated report in the next 

Newsletter from anybody who does this walk please. 

Jean and Mike, Editors 

New Churchyard Walk at Holy Trinity 
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PARISH DIARY 

IMPORTANT: FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION PLEASE CHECK WEBSITE AND WEEKLY SHEETS, 
SOME SERVICES MAY BE ON LINE AND SOME ACTIVITIES SUSPENDED DURING LOCKDOWN 

 

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN  

Sundays  8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 10.00am Holy Communion and Junior Church (Sunday School) - Common Worship 
3rd Sundays 6.00 - 7.30pm TYG (The Youth Group) 
Mondays  2.00pm Sewing Group - Meet in Trinity Room  
2nd Monday 7.45pm Trinity Readers 
Tuesdays 9.00am Morning Prayer 
3rd Tuesday 10.00am Music and Meditation, 63 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green  
 8.00pm Horseshoe Study Group, 61 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green 
Wednesdays 10.00am Said Holy Communion 
 2.00pm Craft Group 
 2.45pm Collective Worship at Leverstock Green School - Term Time only 
3rd Wednesday 10.00am Mothers Union Corporate Communion 
Thursdays   9.00am Morning Prayer 
 10.00am Toddlers Church - Term Time only 
3rd Thursday 3.00 - 5.00pm Friendship Teas in the Trinity Room 
 8.00pm Trinity Women’s Group - Meet in the Trinity Room 
Fridays  7.00pm Choir Practice 
Saturdays  9.00am Morning Prayer 
 10.00am Coffee Shop in Trinity Room with Traidcraft Stall 
1st Saturday 10.00am - 12 noon Churchyard Gardening Party 
 

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END  

Sundays 10.00am Holy Communion (Common Worship) and Young Peoples’ Groups 
1st Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
2nd Sunday  6.30pm Evening Prayer 
Mondays  10.00am - 12 noon Working Party 
 8.00pm Bell Ringing Practice 
Tuesdays  9:30am Buzzy Bees Toddler Group - (Term Time) 
Tuesdays 9.00am Holy Communion at Florence Longman House (See weekly Bulletin for dates) 
 11.00am Holy Communion at Water Mill House Care Home (See weekly Bulletin for dates) 
4th Wednesday 7.30 - 9.30pm Paper Dollies - (WI) 
Thursdays  9.00am Morning Prayer 
 9.30am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
 10.10am Study Group (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation) 
 7:30pm AA Group 
 8.00pm Study Group (Manor Estate) 
Fridays 10.00am - 12 noon Working Party 
Saturdays 10.00am - 12 noon Community Cafe  
 

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END 

Sundays 10.00am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
Mondays 4.00pm Evening Prayer (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation) 
 

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY  

Church open daily 9.30am - 5.00pm 
 
Sundays 8.00am Said Eucharist (Traditional language 1st Sunday of the month) 
 9.30am Family Eucharist and Saints on Sunday 
Tuesdays - Fridays 8.30am Morning prayer   
Tuesdays 11.00am Holy Communion at Friars Mead (usually last Tuesday of the month)  
Wednesdays 9.30am - 11.00am Tiny Tots (Term Time only) 
 7.45pm Bell Ringing Practice 
Thursdays 7.00pm All Saints Men’s Group (Usually 3rd Thursday, time varies) 
  Contact Brian McAdam: 07796 131 291  
Fridays 6.30pm Adult Choir Practice 
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SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 
IMPORTANT - FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION 

PLEASE CHECK WEBSITE AND WEEKLY SHEETS - SOME SERVICES MAY BE ON LINE 

 

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN 
December 
Saturday 5th 10.00am - 12noon Pop up stall in Village Centre  
Sunday 13th 5.00pm ‘Blue Christmas’ - Outdoor prayers, especially for facing Christmas without a loved one 
  and lighting of the Light up a life Christmas Tree. 
Saturday 19th  Santa Sleigh in Leverstock Green 
Sunday 20th 6.30pm Candlelit carol service 
  For Christmas services please see the weekly bulletin and website nearer the time 
January 
Wednesday 13th 7.30pm Parochial Church council meeting 
Sunday 17th 10.00am Christingle service 
Sunday 24th 10.00am Licensing of the Rev’d Jos Perris as Associate Priest in the Langelei Team. Joint Benefice Service 
Tuesday 26th 7.30pm Team Council meeting 
 
February 
Wednesday 17th   Ash Wednesday 
 

 

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END 
   
December  For Christmas services please see the weekly bulletin and website nearer the time 

      Please keep a close eye on the website and, in particular, the calendar on St Mary’s   

      web page where we will publish the services as soon as they are agreed. 
January     
Sunday 24th 10.00am Licensing of the Rev’d Jos Perris as Associate Priest in the Langelei Team. Joint Benefice Service 
 

 

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END 
   
December  For Christmas services please see the weekly bulletin and website nearer the time 

      Please keep a close eye on the website and, in particular, the calendar on St Mary’s   

      web page where we will publish the services as soon as they are agreed. 
January     
Sunday 24th 10.00am Licensing of the Rev’d Jos Perris as Associate Priest in the Langelei Team. Joint Benefice Sevice 

 

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY 
December 
Friday 4th &  Saturday 5th 4.00pm - 7.00pm ‘Let There be Light’ Candlelit church. Choir carols 6.30pm Friday. 
   Thomas Isherwood and friends 6.00pm Saturday See page 15 
   
Saturday 12th 4.30pm  Zoom Christmas Afternoon Tea. Contact Ingrid Allen 01923 268253 
Sunday 13th 3.30pm Christingle. Limited places. Contact Sheila Ashman 07785 516690  
Thursday 24th 4.00pm Video Crib Service via All Saints Youtube and Facebook 
 7.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols sung by the choir. Limited places. Contact Jill McAdam 01923 266667 
 11.30pm Midnight Mass. Music, readings and communion. Limited places.   
  Contact Sheila Ashman 07785 516690 
Friday 25th 9.30am Family Eucharist. Limited places, first come first served.  
 
January 
Sunday 3rd 11.15am New for 2021, Informal Outdoor service for children and families.  
  Theme: The journey of the Three Kings. Refreshments from 10.30am  
Wednesday 6th   Eucharist of the Feast of the Epiphany 
Sunday 24th 10.00am Licensing of the Rev’d Jos Perris as Associate Priest in the Langelei Team. Joint Benefice Sevice 
Sunday 31st 9.30am Family Eucharist on the Feast of Candlemas 
 
February 
Wednesday 17th  Ash Wednesday    
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T he media keep telling us that Christmas 
is cancelled this year! I beg to differ. 

We may not enjoy large family gatherings 
or packed churches, and we will have to 
think of new ways to celebrate, but 
celebrate we will. For the light, love and 
hope of Jesus is still gifted to us, and that is 
the essence of the celebration.  

There is so much uncertainty about what 
form our church services will take this 
Christmas that I am not ready to commit any 
plans to paper just yet. But we will have the 
traditional services either online or physically, 
and we have that to look forward to. 

We want to give the village a sense of anticipation and 
community spirit, and so we will be creating a village Advent 

Calendar - a series of windows in various 
homes around Leverstock Green will be 
decorated, with a new scene revealed each 
day during December. There will be a route 
map with all the addresses listed, and 
‘today’s venue’ will also be released on 
Facebook. 

We hope people will search out that 
window on their daily walk, or perhaps have 
a family walk occasionally following the trail 
of that week’s windows. For children, there 
will be activity sheets, culminating in a visit 
to the church on Christmas Eve. We are all 
busy looking for inspiration, making paper 
crafts, and assembling baubles and 

twinkling lights. We’re hoping it will be a real talking point, 
and lots of fun. 

Rev‟d Lizzie Hood 

Disclosure 

Prayer is like watching for the Kingfisher. 
All you can do is be where he is likely to appear, and wait. 

Often, nothing much happens; 
There is space, silence and expectancy. 

No visible sign. 
Only the knowledge that he’s been there, 

And may come again. 
Seeing or not seeing cease to matter, 

You have been prepared. 
But sometimes, when you’ve almost stopped expecting it, 

A flash of brightness gives encouragement. 
 

Ann Lewin 

‘B lue Christmas’ is a name that 
has come to be used for 

reflective services in which we 
acknowledge that having lost loved 
ones, Christmas will not be the same 
for us this year. At Holy Trinity we have 
for several years offered the ‘Light up a 
Life’ event, in which people are invited to sponsor lights in 
memory of departed family and friends, whose names are 
then displayed in the church porch. 

We experimented with trees in the churchyard, but none 
were very suitable, so we now have a stylised wooden 
Christmas tree which is lit in Advent and remains shining 
through the dark nights of December. 

Village Advent Calendar in Leverstock Green 

This year, bereavements have been 
that much harder to bear as we’ve been 
unable to offer so much as the touch of 
a hand for comfort, and we’ve had to 
tolerate long periods of isolation. It is 
uncertain whether we will be able to 
gather in church for our ‘Light up a Life’ 

event, and so we are planning for a service of prayers and 
music around the tree, acknowledging our loss. ‘Blue 
Christmas’ is on Sunday 13th December at 5pm. 

If anyone would like to sponsor lights they should 
contact the Rector.  

Rev‟d Lizzie Hood 
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Christmas Bazaar 
and 
Sponsored Walk   

T hese two events are our 
main source of fund 

raising, and as treasurer I 
was concerned how much of 
our £4000 budget we would 
be able to meet this year. 

Special thanks must go to 
Pauline Buck for the 
wonderful 140 or more jars of 
jams and preserves she 
made and to all who came 
along in October to buy them.  

At the time of writing the 
amount raised is over £600 
and along with donations 
(which are still welcome), 
plants and other sales, and 
the sponsored walk it will 
bring us over £2,000. 

Peter Bladon, St Mary‟s.  

 
Beds and Herts Historic Churches 
Trust - Bike ‘n’ Hike 

S aturday 12th September 2020 was bright and pleasant 
at 9am when I began my sponsored walk at Belmont 

Road Baptist Church. Although Peter and I have walked 
together ten times in previous years, this was my third walk 
without him. 

 Due to Covid-19, which has affected 
more or less everything we do, this 
year’s event was listed as A Very 
Different Bike „n‟ Hike. Until I got back to 
St Mary’s, Carey Baptist Church was the 
only church I found open where we were 
welcomed by three ladies with drinks, 
chocolates and conversation. 

Peter picked me up in the car at 
lunchtime to go home, before returning 
to continue my walk. 

Bright but not too hot, the weather 
was perfect for a brisk walk. It took me 

three hours and five minutes 
to walk the 16-17 miles. I 
stopped for a couple of hours 
at St Mary’s to welcome other 
riders and hikers before 
walking home. It was a 
shame not to see people at 
other churches, as is normally 
part of the day, but it meant I 
was home sooner!  

My thanks again to all who 
sponsored me and to all who 
welcomed visitors to our 
church during the day. The 
final amount raised was 
£1,032, half of which will come 
to St Mary’s to help fill the lack 
of our Bazaar this year. 

Rosemary Bladon, St Mary‟s 

Refurbishment  

D espite two lockdowns, a 
great deal of work on the 

fabric of the church has been 
taking place. 

The Refectory has been redecorated with repairs to the 
plaster and the walls painted. Cupboards have been repaired 
and painted and the bench seat re-covered. Ceiling tiles 
have been replaced, the lights moved and the carpet tiles 
have been replaced. Groups who use the Refectory will find it 
much brighter, more welcoming and a great benefit to us all. 

Funded by the Wootton Bequest, I’m 
sure both Margaret and Ray would be 
pleased with the outcome. Thanks must 
also go to the Working Party and Fabric 
Group for their assistance and support 
given during work on these projects. 

A roof alarm has also been installed. 
Although we do not have a great deal of 
lead on our roof, over the last few years 
we’ve been urged by the Diocese to fit a 
roof alarm due to the continuing rise in 
theft of lead from churches. 

Following investigation, P.C.C 
agreed to follow the recommendations 
of Diocese and our insurers. Half the  

News From St Mary’s 

Katharine Harper‟s unusual view of St. Mary‟s. 

Pauline Buck‟s preserves - some are still available. 

Rosemary Bladon walked 16-17 miles 
on her 2020 hike. 
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cost of the work was covered by the 
Beds and Herts Historic Churches 
Trust and we were able to claim a VAT 
refund. 

The only downside is that if the 
alarm goes off in the middle of the 
night either of the churchwardens or I 
could be called out by the monitoring 
centre. 

Although the current lockdown 
prevents the working party from 
meeting, it continued during the 
summer months, and I would like to 
thank them for all their hard work in 
keeping the church and churchyard in 
such an excellent condition at this 
difficult time. 

Peter Bladon, St Mary‟s 

Oxygen Recovery 
at Nascent House       

M embers of St. Mary’s 
congregation have been 

supporting our next door neighbours at 
Nascent House for many years by 
providing welcome boxes for new 
clients upon their arrival.  

Oxygen Recovery is a charity 
based organisation helping to 
rehabilitate people suffering from 
addiction. Sometimes the clients arrive 
with very little and have always 
received these boxes with a huge 
amount of gratitude. 

The welcome boxes contain 
toiletries, stationery, sweets and a 
plant. More recently we have provided 
wash bags with basic toiletries and 
sweets for clients who arrive for a 
shorter stay. 

Our thanks to everyone who has 
continued to give so generously with 
items or cash donations, especially 
throughout lockdown, and during 
recent months. This has enabled us to 

provide the boxes and wash bags 
supporting this worthy cause.  

Every year at Christmas we provide 
a hamper containing non-alcoholic 
Christmas goodies including 
chocolates, biscuits, nuts and 
crackers. 

If you’d like to make a donation, or 
provide support by contributing items 
for the boxes and wash bags please 
contact Susan on 07908644600 or 
email rivetts@aol.com or Viv email 
vivian.hagel@ntlworld.com 

Vivian Hagel and Susan Rivett, 
St Mary‟s 

Sunday School 
with a Difference 

C ombining Sunday School for both 
St Mary’s and St Benedict’s by 

means of virtual Sunday School, Peter 
has been able to continue since April 
by using sheets with puzzles, 
colouring or word searches chosen to 
suit the topic for that Sunday. Thanks 
to our technology wizard Harry 
Graham-Brown, brief DVDs have also 
been shown. 

The Teddy Bears’ Picnic, a regular 
annual event usually held in the 
churchyard or the refectory, depending 
on the weather, was also different this 
year. Basil and Brewer Bladon, two of 
the larger bears from the Bladon Hug 
of about 170 issued invitations to a 
virtual tea party. In company with 
others, one of the participants was 
Jenny Houghton’s granddaughter who 
enjoyed a lovely spread with several of 
her bears.  

 Let’s hope it won’t be too long 
before Sunday School will revert to 
normal and we can actually see the 
children, of whatever age in person. 

Rosemary Bladon, St Mary‟s 

Refurbished refectory at St. Mary‟s. 

Cyclamen for a Nascent House client. 

Basil and Brewer Bladon take tea. 

Enjoying her virtual teddy bears‟ picnic 
at grandma Jenny‟s home. 

More News From St Mary’s 

mailto:rivetts@aol.com
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W e’re a group of ladies 
who, under normal 

circumstances, meet every 
week in the Trinity Room to 
make crafty things while 
chatting and laughing over a 
cuppa. When our meetings 
had to close in March, we set 
up a WhatsApp phone group 
to keep in touch every day. 
Little did we think that in 
November we would still be 
hearing the ‘ping” of the first 
cheery message on our 
phones, but for some of us it 
has been a life-saver. 

We have grown closer as a group and 
as individuals through the daily messages 
as we know someone, not far away, cares 
how we are feeling and whether we need 
help. It’s good to talk! 

We’ve shared not only our thoughts and 
fears but also our garden produce and 
cuttings, and all sorts of tips on where to 
find flour or toilet rolls, and video clips to 
make us laugh.  

Our activities were wide 
ranging from improving our 
gardens, making jams and 
chutneys, painting fences, 
listening to the bird song 
while appreciating the lack of 
traffic, daily walks, having 
Zoom book reading groups, 
painting lessons, choir 
meetings and online 
photography courses. In 
addition, Jean Britt used her 
skills to make scrubs for the 
local hospital. 

With few outlets for our normal craft 
work we made items for friends and family 
raising money for the church and in Jenny 
Chaney’s case, much needed funds for the 
animals at Whipsnade Zoo. By 
communicating frequently, we help one 
another through the difficult patches and 
laughter is not far away. 

So on we go, thankful that we are all still 
here encouraging and appreciating one 
another. 

Jean Saunders, Holy Trinity 

Holy Trinity Craft Group 

Weather permitting these items will be for sale on Saturday mornings throughout December outside 
our local shops. They are individually priced and if anyone would like to purchase, they can be 

collected by appointment from Jenny Chaney 
(tel: 01442 401184) 

This cheeky monkey is for sale at £10. He has Velcro hands so he can hang from anything! 

I ’ ve been knitting little snowmen for carers working over 
Christmas; a sweet goes in their tummy - not bought yet, 

too tempting! 

I hope everyone has seen some of the postbox toppers 
knitted by people around Hemel. We had children’s books in 
September when the children went back to school, now 
they’re dressed for Remembrance. It’ll be Christmas next. 
For the children’s books Jacqueline Boggis and I knitted 
The Hungry Caterpillar, Barbar the Elephant and The Cat in 
the Hat. 

Pauline Buck, St Mary‟s 
 

Knitting during Lockdown 
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I  am delighted to be able to 
introduce myself to you as the new 

Headteacher of Nash Mills CofE 
Primary School. It has been a 
pleasure to meet so many families 
within the local area in the past two 
months and to be able to begin 
working to ensure that every child 
who attends our school gets the best 
possible start to their education.  

I am aware of how supportive and 
close-knit a community there is 
within Nash Mills and am looking 
forward to exploring ways in which 
our school can develop its role as a 
key part of the community. Once the 
Covid situation has abated, I would 
welcome the chance to work with 
local organisations so we can all 
support each other for the benefit of 
those living in the local area. 

As well as myself, our new Site 
Manager, Mr Patmore, and Office 
Manager, Mrs Gravell started with us 
in September and have been warmly 
welcomed by all members of the 
school family. We have started on a 
range of projects within school to 
improve and develop learning 
spaces, including the refurbishment 
of one of our classrooms and the 
addition of interactive display 
screens in four classes, all to 
improve the learning experience for 
our children.  

The Covid situation has meant we 
have had to make significant 
changes to the way we operate, 
however we have still been able to 
come together in worship as a 
school each day and share in the 
successes of the children through 
online assemblies. In worship, our 
younger children have enjoyed being 
able to explore different themes and 
stories in their classes, with the help 
of their new worship puppets, Oscar 
and Jack! 

Nash Mills Church of England Primary School 

Harvest 

Just before the half term break, we 
celebrated Harvest, with pupils 
having time to be thankful for the 
food we have and being able to 
reflect upon how we are provided for. 
We also spent time considering how 
food is made and, in keeping with 
the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal, we 
learnt about beekeeping in Nepal. 
Pupils collected a huge range of 
products, which were donated to the 
DENS Foodbank to support families 
who live close to us and also raised 
money towards the Bishop’s appeal 
to support those overseas.  

Remembrance 

Pupils spent time for Remembrance 
this year considering conflict and 
thinking about those who have given 
their lives so we may have freedom. 
Each child was able to contribute to 
our whole-school Remembrance 
display, sharing things that they are 
grateful for. 

Christmas 

As we move closer towards Advent 
and the Christmas period, we have 
more planned within school and 
intend to continue with as many 
things as possible, albeit in a Covid-
secure way. We are currently 
planning our recorded Nativity and 
Carol services, which will be shared 
with parents at the end of term and 
will be coming together virtually as a 
school to give thanks. 

Please take a look at our new school 
website: (www.nashmills.herts.sch.uk) 
or follow us on Twitter, to keep up 
with news and to see what we have 
been up to. I look forward to meeting 
more members of the local community 
in the coming weeks and months.  

Allan Maher 
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A s a result of ‘Everybody 
Welcome’, an incentive 

to help our churches reach 
out to everyone, one of the 
plans was to organise training 
for those who lead 
intercessions and read the 
lessons in church. It was also hoped to encourage more 
people to get involved in these important roles. 

Unfortunately due to Covid-19 we were unable to carry 
out this training in person. Led by Richard, the two 
workshops went ahead with good attendance on Zoom for 
both St Mary’s and St Benedict’s congregations 

During the intercession course we shared hints, tips and 
indeed any fears we may have had. Personally I found it 
reassuring that everyone had an individual approach which 
had developed over time. We all continue to learn and it 
was useful to share our thoughts on leading and praying 
together. 

Before the workshop on reading in church, Richard had 
asked us to prepare certain passages. A few of us then 

read different passages from 
our own bibles. This proved 
interesting as we all had 
different versions. It enabled 
us to listen more intently and 
absorb God’s words and the 
meanings behind them. 

Helpful tips were shared about breathing, pausing, 
speaking carefully and not rushing or speaking too quickly. 
Really good advice included the importance of being 
prepared, reading the passage beforehand to understand 
what you are reading, and to practice any tricky words. 

There is a link on the website to access the notes taken 
at the intercession training: https://drive.google.com/file/ 
d/1on0YM_EK8dWIPVisAx5zm1VWPN4VK5P9/view 

If you would like further information or would like to be 
involved in leading intercessions or reading lessons in 
church please contact: stmarysapsleyend@gmail.com 

Vivian Hagel, St Mary‟s 
 
 

Leading intercessions and reading in church 

Community Outreach Venture 
(continued) by 
St Mary’s, Apsley End and 
St. Benedict’s, Bennett’s End 

F ollowing our piece in the September Newsletter, St 
Mary’s and St Benedict’s have agreed that St Mary’s 

PCC will administer this project but that it will cover both the 
St Mary’s and St Benedict’s parishes. 

Now that the second wave of Covid is upon us, this 

outreach is still active in both parishes. 

We currently have eleven volunteers (five of whom are 
able to do shopping for others) still available to help. 

We are currently supporting two elderly people each 
week with their shopping and supporting others by phone. 

So, if you or someone you know needs support due to 
the Covid problems, do please phone the number on the 
poster alongside or contact us via the email also shown. 

Janet Wright, St Mary‟s 
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We were so 
delighted that 
after the 
lockdown was 
lifted, members 
of St Mary’s 
were able to 
join us - with a 
lot of social 

distancing of course - on Sunday 13th 
September 2020 to celebrate and 
dedicate the impressive 
transformations. 

Thanks be to God for all the 
members that made this renovation 
possible. Special shout out to Pete and 

Coral Roberts 
who got their 
hands dirty from 
start to finish 
alongside our 
very capable 
renovator Ian 
Dashwood and 
Bob Day and 
Carole Camp 
who both 
helped with 
moving stuff 
around and did 
much more, 
Alison Murray 
who 
championed 
and navigated 
how money 
came from 
somewhere and 
last but by no 
means least, 
our amiable 
Team Vicar 
Rev’d Richard 
Howlett for 
believing this 

feat could be achieved and driving it all the way to the 
finishing line. Bravo to all including my humble self!   

We now look forward to calmer times when our modern 
facilities will be put to good use within the community. 

Enitan Onabamiro, St Benedict‟s 

W hen the 
first 

lockdown 
began in March, 
we thought all 
our dreams 
were gone with 
the wind. What 
could we do 
with our plans while locked-in on 
lockdown? At this time, we were even 
struggling to imagine what to do next 
day, just a day ahead. But amazingly, 
at St Benedict’s we’ve had reasons to 
praise God that, despite the difficult 
and challenging times we’ve all faced 
this year, we do indeed have 
achievements 
to celebrate. 

For, as the 
lockdown 
commenced, 
we saw 
opportunities; 
yes, we were 
losing much-
needed rental 
income from the 
hall, but at the 
same time, as 
everyone was 
locked down, no 
one was using 
the hall anyway; 
there was no 
better time than 
these strange 
times to put the 
hall through 
disruptive 
renovation 
works.  

With all 
hands on deck, 
out went the old and in came a whole new world of a brand-
newly fitted kitchen, freshly painted hall with polished floors 
and a new Cross on the wall and a completely revamped 
garden with solar powered lights and benches where people 
can sit and relax. 

Facelift During Lockdown: A success story at St. Benedict’s 
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T he first meeting of the 
newly formed team 

discussed aims and objectives 
going forward into how we can 
all have some input towards 
reducing climate change and 
help save our planet. 

We have witnessed the 
devastating effects of climate 
change in the increasingly 
frequent wildfires in Western USA, and South-eastern 
Australia. Tornadoes and typhoons wreak havoc in the 
Caribbean, the Philippines and adjacent regions. As well as 
the human cost, the animal world suffers, driving some 
species to extinction, as so graphically illustrated by Sir 
David Attenborough. 

It seems clear from scientific evidence that, in an 
increasingly turbulent and unstable world, the greatest 
threat to our environment is posed by rapid climate change. 
Melting glaciers, ice-caps and permafrost, formed over 
countless millennia, are causing warmer seas and rising 
sea levels which threaten low-lying regions. The present 
Covid19 pandemic poses a major threat but there have 
been similar catastrophes in the past and recovery has 
followed. However, some damage to the environment is 
irreversible - glaciers cannot be restored.  

The Langelei Benefice Environmental Team 

We can often feel helpless 
in such a huge task but 
individually we can make a 
difference. If we all make small 
changes to our lives we can 
achieve change together. The 
team hopes to share good 
ideas and encourage us all to 
do our bit by being more 
proactive in helping to save 
our planet. For the future of 

our children and future generations, we all need to act now.  

The Churches are united in leading an initiative on how 
we can help to save the environment, and are committed to 
raise awareness, take action, and offer support in the name 
of God’s love. We hope to share information in every 
newsletter and in our individual churches, as to how we can 
all help to make a difference. 

If you would like to join the Team, presently Rev’d Lizzie 
and Ali Hood and Cathy Ayling (Holy Trinity) Rachel 
McDonald, Sue Castle-Henry and Harold Taylor (All Saints) 
and Adrian Whalley (St Mary’s), or would like more 
information, have any questions or advice to offer, please 
contact Adrian in the first instance at 
adrian@friendsofcrs.co.uk or on 07894 901961. 

Cathy Ayling, Holy Trinity 

Vicar Grilled! 

O n Saturday morning, 7th November, the All 
Saints’ Men’s Group had a virtual  breakfast 

meeting with Fr. James in which he subjected 
himself to a variety of questions that he was 
happy to answer without exception. This gave us 
a full blank canvas on which to work, but in the 
main the questions were religious and topically 
secular. 

Here are a few : 

Being an avid fan of Father Ted where does the term 
‘Father’ originate?  

What were the key factors in your choosing the 
church as a career? 

Surely, all religions should have a pacifist message. 
Yet there are those that do not tolerate such 
moderate views. Is this a real problem for the future? 

Was Christianity all just concocted by Saul of 
Tarsus?  

How should Christians respond to people who 
say there cannot be a loving, caring God when 
there is so much poverty, fighting and sickness in 
the world? 

With the divisions caused in the recent 
Presidential Election and elsewhere in the world, 
what more can the church do to try and help heal 
these divides before it’s too late? 

How do you envisage the role of the Men’s 
Group in the outreach of All Saints’ Church? 

James answered all questions fully, adeptly, honestly 
and very professionally. By popular consent, a far better 
experience than the BBC’s Question Time! 

Brian McAdam, All Saints 

News from All Saints 
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Let There Be Light 

O nce churches were allowed to be 
open, we sensed that the people 

in the village have appreciated having 
the church open for private prayer 
every day. We noticed how many 
candles have been lit leaving a 
message that people have visited. 
Once the decision was taken to cancel 
the Christmas Tree Festival, Carolyn 
Andrews had the idea of creating an 
event that would offer a special 
environment for prayer and reflection  - 
and so Let There Be Light was created. 

Picture arrving at the church to see 
our beautifu yew tree lit by large bulbs 
in memory of loved ones. Then, 
walking into the church, you see it is lit 
by only candles and small tree lights. 

More News from All Saints 

 

Sponsored 
cycle ride 

P aul Tucker, accompanied 
by his friend Paul 

Hutchinson, cycled along the 
tow path to Regents Park on 
12th October to raise much needed 
funds for the charity’s work in the 
developing world.  

Starting off on a cool but dry day at 
8.30am we arrived in Regents Park at 
around 1.00pm after a brief coffee stop 
in Hayes and a discussion with some 
interested local people. Following a 
short respite for lunch we were 
overcome with enthusiasm and tackled 
the return leg via the A5 making a total 
of 55 miles.  

The ride itself was very enjoyable 
and relatively eventless, although the 
tow path was closed for repairs in a 

few short places, and only one dog 
tried to see us off near a barge!  

So far £1585 has been raised and 
contributions can still be given via: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
paul-tucker23 or given to Paul directly.  

Paul Tucker said: “I have been 
touched by people‟s generosity, 
prayers and kind thoughts which made 
us feel that we were being willed on! 
Many in the local churches supported 
me and I am very grateful for that!” 

Paul Tucker, 
Chair: Christian Aid in Kings Langley 

You can almost feel your shoulders 
relaxing. Inside there will be a prayer 
tree and a tree with dedications for 
those being remembered. 

The fund raising group has a plan 
A: to have a 100 tea light candles lit – 
and a plan B: to have 100 battery tea 
lights as we had to be prepared in 
case churches are still open for private 
prayer only. 

It costs £10 to sponsor a bulb – 
and If you would like to do this, please 
contact Sheila Ashman on 07785 
516690 or at 

sheilamac6456@gmail.com 

Sheila Ashman 

Keeping in Touch 

W hile for some, a place of 
peace and quiet is what 

they are looking for, for others 
in the parish, contact with 

someone is what they seek. 
This is why there is a group of 

people who keep in touch, 
covering everyone on the parish 
register. Speaking personally, 
ringing or knocking at the door 

of my group has been a plus for 
me too as we have got to know 
each other better and I really 

enjoy our conversations. During 
the first Lockdown, our chats 
often included a chunk about 

gardening – and as a first time 
vegetable grower, I was very 
glad to have someone to talk 
about what was happening in 

my garden compared to others. 
A perfect two way conversation. 

Sheila Ashman 
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More News from All Saints 

Green gym 

T he weeds continue to mock us by returning after we’ve 
weeded – but the Green Gym Team is not to be beaten. 

 Pre Covid, we would have a fun morning working 
together followed by coffee and cake. Now it’s a solitary 
experience with team members volunteering for jobs, 
visiting the area around the church and tackling the weeding 
on their own. Harold Rylott excelled himself by making a 

perfect circle of clear ground under at least four of our yew 
trees. Sadly I wasn’t there to record this. Sue Castle-Henry 
is another star because she has ensured that the area 
around our Memorial stones is kept tidy – something I’m 
sure the surviving relatives and friends really appreciate. 

Gary Humberstone, Jenny and Colin Fleming, Lyndsay 
Jepsen, Nicola Isherwood and Carol Blunden are other 
members of the team who helped out this time round. 

Sheila Ashman, All Saints 

Captured here are Simon Isherwood (left), our new Chair of Fabric Committee on his knees weeding around the gravel 
path and enjoying a break from gardening (centre) while Colin Hunt joined me in tidying the edge of the path (right). 

Food Bank Update 

D uring the summer we set up an ‘open table’ foodbank at 
the back of the church, as reported in the September 

issue of the newsletter. Since then it has been very successful 
with numerous donations from generous villagers and well-
used by needy people who are less fortunate than us. 

The foodbank is unattended, anyone is welcome to 
come and take food for themselves or neighbours in need. 
Parishioners donate non-perishable food and toiletries with 

any surplus donations given to DENS Dacorum Foodbank 
monthly. Perhaps its greatest success was during the 
October half-term when donations flooded the tower area of 
the church, in the light of the nationwide campaign for free 
school meals.  

Next month we will be launching our ‘Shoebox for Kids’ 
initiative to run alongside our foodbank. We will be asking 
people to fill a shoebox with suitable presents for local 
children in need. 

Brian McAdam, All Saints 


