Benefice of Langelei
Welcome to our Benefice Newsletter for September 2020
Benefice Mission: “Our Vision is of a community where Christ has been brought to the community and the community
has been brought to Christ. Our Mission as churches in this Benefice area is to maintain sacred spaces,
and be flexible, interactive and collaborative with the use of resources.”

LOVE GOES ON

I

n Autumn 2016, the Government of
Theresa May referred to those who
were ‘just managing’ which were
believed to represent six million
working age households on low to
middle incomes.
The Coronavirus pandemic and the
outcome of Brexit negotiations will
continue to impact our everyday lives
and the economy. In the midst of it all,
many people may be ‘just about’
managing while others may not be
managing at all.
When one feels anxious and unsure of where to look
for security, it is easy to identify with the plea of the
psalmist who wrote “Listen to me, Lord, and answer me,
for I am helpless and weak, save me from death, because
I am loyal to you … I call to you in times of trouble,
because you answer my prayers.” (psalm 86 vv1 and 6+7)

which are a part of the human condition
on this beautiful, complex, fragile world.
During lockdown, many churches
have been putting various initiatives in
place to meet current and emerging
needs. They are a means of showing
people who are ‘just about’ or ‘not’
managing to know there are followers of
Christ out there who will show care and
give support.
And let’s be encouraged that the
Bishop’s Harvest Appeal continues. Our
Bishop’s Annual Harvest Appeal this
year will help many people in Nepal. In
2015, Nepal suffered immense loss and devastation in two
major earthquakes. Thousands of lives were impacted,
9,000 people died, communities were made homeless,
infrastructures collapsed and livelihoods completely lost.

I am old enough to remember the unemployment peaks
of the 1980s. I remember the day when my own organisation
closed down. I continued to feel evidence of God’s
presence, including through members of my local church
who kept encouraging me as I set out to find another job.

In more recent years, however, the Nepalese people
are growing to appreciate the value of beekeeping. As
pollinators, bees help to maintain the fragile biodiversity to
enhance crop production and a good income can be
generated from sales of honey. It has been estimated that
the country of Nepal can sustain 125,000 beehives.
Presently there are around 26,000, showing there is
significant opportunity.

We live in challenging times. We don’t need to
‘bargain’ with God for “He loves us with an everlasting
love.” (Jeremiah 31.3). It can be tempting to join the
shouts of “Where is God?” but the message of the
resurrection tells us that God is with us through it all, be it
virus pandemics, disasters and every sort of misfortune

The worst casualty of these troubled times would be
the death of our desire to give help to others, whether
near to home or around the world. Let’s all work to show
the world Christians are resurrection people who bring
hope to others.
Rev‟d Richard Howlett

BISHOP MICHAEL BEASLEY’S VISIT

I

t was a great joy that, with the easing of
lockdown, Bishop Michael was able to
visit the parishes of Apsley End and
Bennett’s End.
On Sunday 5th July, supported by
Warden Dan Shirley, the Bishop broadcast
from St Mary’s church, was joined by the
rest of the online congregation on Zoom
and talked with worshippers afterwards in
the virtual ‘coffee time’. His sermon is
available on St Mary’s website. Later, the Bishop joined
Messy Church online and with the activities and worship
associated with St Alban, promising a return visit to
sample the jacket potato tea!
On Monday 6th July Bishop Michael had a socially
distanced sandwich in the vicarage after which we visited
Nash Mills Church of England School. We were greeted
by Headteacher Rosie Washford-Mower, Chair of
Governors (and PCC member), Dr Sylvia Low and Deputy
Headteacher Naila Bachour. Following tea in the
temporary staff room, Bishop Michael enjoyed a tour of
the whole school, greeting children and staff at safe
distances, and was interested to learn how things had
been organised in the light of the Coronavirus restrictions.
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In the playground, the Bishop talked with
some of the Year 6 children, including our
outgoing Head Girl, Ruby Garvie. Ruby had
been proud to present a bouquet to the
Duchess of Sussex when some Year 6
pupils visited the Commonwealth Service at
Westminster Abbey. The children then
asked Bishop Michael many questions
about his work as a bishop, one of which
was whether he had any security staff!
There was a time of worship at the end of which the
Bishop blessed us all. At the end of the school day he had
time to talk with members of staff and presented Rosie with
a bouquet of flowers to mark her retirement after 13 years
of leading the school. It was wonderful that the Coronavirus
restrictions had been lifted in time for the Bishop to visit in
the last few weeks of Rosie’s tenure as Headteacher.
The Bishop returned to the Vicarage and met with
Wardens from St Mary’s and St Benedict’s, Dr Bob Day
and Rev’d Carole Camp. Later in the evening he met online
with St Mary’s PCC where he heard presentations from
PCC members about key aspects of the parish’s work and
shared thoughts about the future.
Rev‟d Richard Howlett
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NEWS FROM NASH MILLS
CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL

P

lease keep our local church school at Nash Mills in your
prayers for the new school year. We wish Rosie every
blessing in her retirement.
There are several other personnel changes. Among
them, Fiona McLellan, Office Manager, will be retiring after
serving the school for 22 years, the new Office Manager
Rebecca (Bex) Gravell has been appointed, as has the new
caretaker Stephen Patmore.
Allan Maher takes over as new Headteacher from
September and has had many handover meetings with
senior staff. I look forward to supporting Allan as much as
possible as he takes up his first headship, especially at a
Church school.
Allan will be invited to write something for a future edition
of the Benefice Newsletter.
Rev‟d Richard Howlett
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CONTACTS
Norma Howie 01923 266 596 - saintskl2@tiscali.co.uk
Benefice Office: Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS
Office hours: Wednesday to Friday 7.30am - 12.00 noon
HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
Bedmond Road, Hemel Hempstead HP3 8LJ
ST. MARY’S, APSLEY END
London Road, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9ST
ST. BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END
Peascroft Road, Bennetts End,
Hemel Hempstead HP3 8EP
ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS

The Rev’d Lizzie Hood - Team Rector
01442 264 860 - lizziehood@aol.com
The Rev’d Richard Howlett - Team Vicar
01442 767 738 - revrhowlett@gmail.com
The Rev’d Richard Howlett
Details above

Fr. James McDonald - Team Vicar
01923 903 531 - james.a.mcdonald@live.co.uk

BENEFICE NEWSLETTER
Editorial Team: Jean & Mike Chrisp - mikeandjean23@btinternet.com.
PUBLICATION DATE
29 November 2020
7 March 2021
6 June 2021
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“BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST”

I

was reminded of this text,
part of the First Epistle of
Peter, by us observing Low
Sunday for which it was
down as the second
reading. It was set to music
in the Book of Common
Prayer, words of course, by
Samuel Sebastian Wesley,
who was at the time (1838)
organist at Hereford
cathedral. He was
descended from the famous
Methodist family but
apparently on the wrong side of the blanket!
Wesley was possibly the best of Victorian composers of
church music, being free from the rather maudlin
sentimentality that his contemporaries fell into, trying to
write in the style of Mendelssohn and Gounod. He also did
a tremendous amount to improve the quality of cathedral
music in this country which had apparently fallen into a very
poor state.
He was a bit of an awkward character, always having
rows with the Dean and Chapter of the cathedrals where he
was organist and, in his latter days, he would prefer to go
fishing rather than play the organ for services. Nonetheless,
his talent was recognised and he was offered a knighthood
by Gladstone but typically, turned it down in favour of
receiving a pension from the civil list instead.
“Blessed be the God and Father” is one of his most
famous anthems; nearly every member of a church choir
will have sung it at some time. It has a rather unusual
structure in that the opening and closing choruses are
written in the usual four parts (soprano, alto, tenor bass)
but, unlike his other anthems, there are no solos for men’s
voices, just a rather celebrated duet for two trebles “Love
one another with a pure heart fervently.”
The only bits the men sing on their own are a couple of
unison recitatives for altos, tenors and basses. They are
written in the bass clef and presumably the altos, which in
Wesley’s choir would have been men, would, I suppose,
have had to drop down an octave and sing at the same
pitch as the tenors and basses. The second male recitative
“Being born again not of corruptible seed” ends with the
words “the grass withereth and the flower thereof falleth
away” and, as the men’s voices sink lower and lower, the
organ plays a creepy chromatic accompaniment. Then there
is a crashing great chord on the organ and the choir gallops
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away on the final straight to
sing “But the word of the
Lord endureth for ever.”
Now I don’t suppose that
this is particularly rivetting
information to all members
of our congregations but
singers must always have
asked themselves “Why is it
written like this?” and a
rather nice story is attached
to this piece. When Wesley
came to select the music
for this particular Easter evensong he found all the men in
the choir were away and he was left with a handful of boys
and the Bishop’s butler, who happened to sing bass.
Presumably he said to himself “Oh well … ” and got on to
write an anthem for the forces he did have.
What he did about the missing altos and tenors in the
choruses, I don’t know. Possibly, some of the boys were
pressed into singing alto and the butler sang the male
recitative bit his own. He clearly never rewrote it, as the printed
version on we have is the only one, as far as I know, but it
went on to become one of the most frequently-performed
anthems in the cathedral and church music repertoire.
I am grateful to Rosemary, our organist, for some
additional information and for putting me right on one or two
other things. It seems that I had got the story basically right
but I had thought that it was performed on Low Sunday
rather than Easter Day. Low Sunday may be so called as
opposed to the High Feast of Easter Day and I therefore
thought that all the men had taken a holiday. However,
Rosemary had listened to a talk by the current organist at
Hereford and the details are a bit different.
She believes, from what he said, that the ‘vicars
choral’ (the men singers) were actually vicars of village
churches in the area and, on Easter Sunday, they had to be
at their own churches, whereas on most Sundays they
could skive off and attend the cathedral. Poor old Wesley
had to put up with things like that. No wonder he was such a
campaigner for a higher standard of music in the Church.
Anyway, I hope some of this is of general interest and
when you next hear the choir sing this anthem, you will
remember this rather eccentric Victorian musician, who did
so much to restore the standard of singing in this country to
the glory of God.
Norman Parkyns, Holy Trinity
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PARISH DIARY
IMPORTANT: FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION PLEASE CHECK WEBSITE AND WEEKLY SHEETS,
SOME SERVICES MAY BE ON LINE AND SOME ACTIVITIES SUSPENDED DURING LOCKDOWN

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
Sundays
3rd Sundays
Mondays
2nd Monday
Tuesdays
3rd Tuesday
Wednesdays
3rd Wednesday
Thursdays
3rd Thursday
Fridays
Saturdays
1st Saturday

8.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am
Holy Communion and Junior Church (Sunday School) - Common Worship
6.00 - 7.30pm
TYG (The Youth Group)
2.00pm
Sewing Group - Meet in Trinity Room
7.45pm
Trinity Readers
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Music and Meditation, 63 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
8.00pm
Horseshoe Study Group, 61 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
10.00am
Said Holy Communion
2.00pm
Craft Group
2.45pm
Collective Worship at Leverstock Green School - Term Time only
10.00am
Mothers Union Corporate Communion
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Toddlers Church - Term Time only
3.00 - 5.00pm
Friendship Teas in the Trinity Room
8.00pm
Trinity Women’s Group - Meet in the Trinity Room
7.00pm
Choir Practice
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Coffee Shop in Trinity Room with Traidcraft Stall
10.00am - 12 noon Churchyard Gardening Party

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END
Sundays
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
Mondays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
4th Wednesday
Thursdays

Fridays
Saturdays

10.00am
Holy Communion (Common Worship) and Young Peoples’ Groups
8.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
6.30pm
Evening Prayer
10.00am - 12 noon Working Party
8.00pm
Bell Ringing Practice
9:30am
Buzzy Bees Toddler Group - (Term Time)
9.00am
Holy Communion at Florence Longman House (See weekly Bulletin for dates)
11.00am
Holy Communion at Water Mill House Care Home (See weekly Bulletin for dates)
7.30 - 9.30pm
Paper Dollies - (WI)
9.00am
Morning Prayer
9.30am
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
10.10am
Study Group (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation)
7:30pm
AA Group
8.00pm
Study Group (Manor Estate)
10.00am - 12 noon Working Party
10.00am - 12 noon Community Cafe

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END
Sundays
Mondays

10.00am
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
1.00pm - 3.00pm Art Club in Church Hall (excluding bank holidays)
4.00pm
Evening Prayer (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation)

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
Church open daily 9.30am - 5.00pm
Sundays

Thursdays

8.00am
9.30am
8.30am
11.00am
9.30am - 11.00am
7.45pm
7.00pm

Fridays

6.30pm

Tuesdays - Fridays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays

Said Eucharist (Traditional language 1st Sunday of the month)
Family Eucharist and Saints on Sunday
Morning prayer
Holy Communion at Friars Mead (usually last Tuesday of the month)
Tiny Tots (Term Time only)
Bell Ringing Practice
All Saints Men’s Group (Usually 3rd Thursday, time varies)
Contact Brian McAdam: 07796 131 291
Adult Choir Practice
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SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS
IMPORTANT - FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION
PLEASE CHECK WEBSITE AND WEEKLY SHEETS - SOME SERVICES MAY BE ON LINE
HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN

September
Sunday 6th
Wednesday 9th

6.00pm - 7.30pm TYG The Youth Group in the Vicarage garden 14 Pancake Lane
7.30pm
Parochial Church Council meeting

October
Sunday 4th
Sunday 18th

10.00am
11.00am

Harvest Festival
Following10am service APCM

November
Sunday 1st
Sunday 8th
Wednesday 11th

tbc
10.55am
7.30pm

Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance
Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial
Parochial Church Council meeting

September
Thursday 3rd

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END

Saturday 12th
Sunday 27th

9.30am
10.15am
9.00am - 5.00pm
10.00am

Holy Communion (Common Worship) re-starts in church
Study Group re-starts in church
Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust Bike ‘n’ Hike
Harvest Family Service - Supporting Bishop’s Harvest Appeal and DENS

October
Sunday 11th

10.00am

Holy Communion followed by APCM

November
Sunday 1st

10.00am

Sunday 8th

4.00pm
tbc

All Saints - Church open all day after the service to 3.30pm for private devotions for
Commemoration of the Departed
Service for the Commemoration of the Departed
Remembrance Day details tbc

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END

September
Wednesday 9th
Sunday 13th
Wednesday 23rd
Sunday 27th

3.30pm
10.00am
3.30pm
10.00am

Communion in church
Holy Communion (streamed from St Benedict’s) with dedication of the refurbished church hall
Communion in church
Joining with Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green

October
Sunday 4th
Sunday 18th
Wednesday 28th

10.00am
10.00am
3.30pm

Harvest Family Communion - Supporting Bishop’s Harvest Appeal and DENS
Holy Communion followed by APCM
Communion in church

November
Sunday 1st

10.00am

All Saints Communion - church open all day after the service to 4.00pm for private devotions for
Commemoration of the Departed

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY

September
October
Sunday 4th
Sunday 11th
November

Page 6

9.30am
9.30am

Harvest Festival
Service followed by APCM
All Saints, All Souls and Remembrance tbc
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BENEFICE EVENTS

A

t our joint Benefice Anniversary Service last October
we asked for views on whether we continue with that
event. It was decided that we enjoyed worshipping together
but it need not necessarily be in October.
The Team Council proposed August 9th instead,
combined with a social in the form of a barbecue. This
sounded like a good plan, but unfortunately Covid-19
restrictions meant we could not gather in those kind of
numbers, so it was cancelled.
However, the clergy team did record a brief message
which went out on Facebook. If you missed it, you can still
find it on Facebook.com - Benefice of Langelei - scroll to
August 9th.
The Benefice Quiet Day on 5th September has also
been cancelled, so it will be rescheduled for next year.
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood

BENEFICE ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP

I

nterested in ecology? Fired up by sustainability? Keen to
encourage us all to do our bit as churches and individuals
to preserve God’s wonderful creation?

TAIZE AT HOME

E

very year the Diocese takes a group of young people to
visit the Taize community in Burgundy for a week in the
summer holidays. It’s always a really wonderful experience
of living in an international community, sharing chores,
engaging in Bible study and worshipping with thousands of
others in the hangar-like church, where they experience a
deep silence and meditative music.
Of course, it wasn’t possible this year so some very
imaginative people from three Dioceses - St Albans,
Birmingham and Hereford - made it possible for young and
old to make a ‘virtual’ pilgrimage to Taize from the comfort
of our own homes. There was daily Morning Prayer and
Midday Prayer, live on Facebook, an afternoon Bible study
for the 14s - 30s and an evening Bible study for the over
30s on Zoom, with the participation of one of the brothers
from the Taize Community. On the Saturday night a number
of us gathered at St Albans Abbey for the final service of
prayer by candlelight, led by the Bishop of Hertford.
Many people find the meditative nature of Taize chants
very helpful in worship, and appreciate silence. Occasional
services on this pattern are held around the Benefice so do
look out for them. If any young people would be interested
in making the pilgrimage for real next year your clergy can
put you in touch with the organising team.
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood

We are hoping to set up a group across the four
churches to pool ideas and help us all with that part of our
stewardship as Christians. No firm guidelines have been
set, so it’s up to the group to decide how to proceed. It
could be anything from making cloth bags to deter use of
plastics; producing easy ideas for us all to try at home;
encouraging biodiversity in our gardens and churchyards; to
church energy audits or exploration of ground source heat
pumps. The world’s your oyster!
If you would like to be involved, please contact our Team
Council Secretary, Linda Cooke at linda3cooke@gmail.com.
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood
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AROUND THE BENEFICE
THE YOUTH GROUP (T.Y.G.)

L

ast November we started a Youth Group at Holy Trinity
for those in Year 6 and above, which has met on the
third Sunday of each month from 6pm to 7.30pm. It’s
involved games, quizzes, discussions and crafts, and
there’s usually pizza at half time. On one occasion they had
a safari supper - a meal with a different course at each of
three different homes, and they also have a project
underway to put bird boxes and bug hotels in the
churchyard to increase biodiversity.
After five months we went into lockdown so have had a
break over the summer, but we are going to meet again on
Sunday 6th September at 6pm at Holy Trinity Vicarage, 14
Pancake Lane. As dark nights set in we will have to
consider whether Zoom is a feasible option. The group is
open to the whole Benefice, so if any young people would
like to join us, please get in touch with Lizzie initially.

circumstances. I am hoping to visit 19 churches instead of
the usual 22, as I might not manage my full route!
I will be asking for sponsors but will not be leaving the
form at church as usual, due to Covid19 rules, but if you
would be willing to sponsor me our email is
Bladon2010@btinternet.com and we will enter your name.
Also there will be a JustGiving page at www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/rosemary-bladon. If you are able to Gift Aid your
donation that will add another 25% courtesy of the Tax Man!
Thanking you in advance, and please keep everything
crossed for good weather on the day.
Rosemary Bladon, St Mary‟s

GROUND FORCE AT ST BENEDICT’S

Rev‟d Lizzie Hood

BEDS AND HERTS HISTORIC
CHURCHES TRUST
Bike ‘n’ Hike Saturday 12 September 9am to 5pm

A

fter a very strange start to this year I decided that while
I was trying to keep fit during the Lockdown I would
train to again take part in this Sponsored Walk, to try to
raise some funds for St Mary’s. Peter and I have been
involved with this initiative for 20 years and actually walked
Volunteers from St Mary‟s and St Benedict‟s
join forces to tidy the grounds at St B‟s

10 years and Peter cycled once – altogether raising just
over £8,215 – half of which came to St. Mary’s.
Usually some of the churches are open for refreshments
and/or amenities, but this year they might not be, due to the
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AROUND THE BENEFICE
LOCAL CHRISTIANS LOBBY MP

FUND RAISING CHALLENGE
FOR MIND IN MID HERTS
(ST MARY’S CHARITY FOR 2020)

A

malgamation of two Government Departments is not
normally an issue to agitate local Christian Aid
supporters! But the ‘takeover’ of the Department of
International Development by the Foreign Office has very
real implications for aid and development in the world.

25 Press-ups for 25 days

Dfid, as it is known, had a real expertise and commitment
to using aid where it is most required, determined by the
needs of the poor. Its effective abolition is a real loss and is
opposed by the international development agencies.
We wrote to Sir Mike Penning to express our concern
about this, and we hope and pray that the conversation can
go on so that any final decision reflects the commitment to
bring life and hope to where it is most needed.
Paul Tucker, Chair, Christian Aid in Kings Langley

A NEW FLUTE

M

elanie Henley has been playing for joint online
worship for St Mary’s and St Benedict’s during
Lockdown and felt it was time to have a new instrument to
replace the second hand one she had been playing.
Richard Howlett blessed it at the virtual cafe on 4th July.

I

’ve done it - 25 press ups for 25 days! I’ve gone from not
being able to do one full press up to 25 nearly ok ones!
Raising awareness for suicide risk, PTSD and mental health
issues. Remember, it’s okay not to be ok. It’s not weak to
speak up if you’re struggling.
Every year, one in four people are dealing with a mental
health problem and one in twenty-five have a serious
mental illness. During lockdown, most of us have
experienced higher levels of anxiety than normal and you
may know someone who’s really struggled (I had some
major ‘wobbles’ and I know lots of friends who did too).
That’s why I am choosing to support Mind in Mid Herts
with their ‘Don’t Sleep on Your Mental Health’ campaign to
raise awareness and enable them to support more
Hertfordshire people in need of their help.
My thanks to everyone who made donations in May and
June, If you’d like to donate, the fundraiser is still open, visit:
https/:/www.justgiving.com/fundraising/katharine-harper6

“Dear Lord we thank you for the skill and the gift of
music you have given to your servant, Melanie, and which
has blessed our worship especially during the Lockdown.
Please now bless this new flute. We thank you for the skill
of the craftspeople who made it and we pray that you will
bless this new instrument. May it be used with joy, to your
praise and glory, and bless Melanie as she plays it.
In Jesus‟ name. Amen.”
Rev‟d Richard Howlett
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Many people find the Mind website very helpful; visit:
www.mind.org.uk
Katharine Harper, St Mary‟s
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FATHER BERNARD SHACKLETON

I

n July Father Bernard Shackleton wrote to Richard Howlett. Following emails from Richard and from me, Father Bernard
gave his permission for us to publish his story, photos and his wife Brenda’s letter. How wonderful that he is so grateful to
the Family of St Mary’s. You may even recognise some of the St Benedict’s girl guides in the1960 photo!
Jean Chrisp, St Mary‟s

G

ood Morning, You do not know me, but I have
connections with St Mary’s going back to 1949, when my
family moved from Bradford to Hemel Hempstead. Probably
the only person who may remember me is Don Butler.
I remember my teenage years, when Reg Kaye and then
John Dominey were the Vicars at St Mary’s. Happy years
when I met my future wife and discovered my vocation. As I
type this letter, I have in front to me a standing crucifix and
candle holders given to me by the choir at St Mary’s when I
went off to Durham University as a CACTM student and
began my training for the Ministry.
Brenda (Allum) and I were married at St Mary’s on
Easter Monday 1960, six months before my Ordination as a
deacon. Brenda was a teacher at Nash Mills School and
Guide Captain at St Benedict’s.
When I look back, God certainly is a God of
surprises! Having spent my early years in industrial
Yorkshire, and five years in Durham among the pit villages,
we expected to work somewhere in the North of England.
Instead, my curacy was in Chislehurst, the edge of the
stockbroker area of Kent, with some high-powered people in
the congregation. A time when I had to be on my toes when
I preached! Two of our boys were born during that period.
We then moved to Higham in Kent, a Thames-side parish
between Gravesend and Rochester. We spent twenty happy
years there during which the two older boys went to
university and married girls from the parish. The question
was what next? The parish really needed a change, but

nothing materialised. I was invited to look at several parishes
in various parts of the country, including Stevenage and
Beer in Devon. One of the problems was our younger son’s
education; he was just starting in the sixth form. Then, out of
the blue, came the invitation from the Bishop of Bath & Wells
to a Parish in Taunton. So, in 1987 we moved to Somerset.
The 1990s arrived with its problems. The new Bishop,
George Carey, and I did not see eye to eye. He eventually
said: “If you don‟t like it, leave.” And I did, in 1994.
We were made welcome by the Roman Catholic Church
in Taunton and I became an Assistant Priest there in1996.
Eighteen months later the Bishop of Clifton asked (Brenda
first!) and then me to become the Parish Priest of
Wellington, Somerset. I was one of the very first married
Parish Priests in the Roman Catholic Church. It made
headlines at the time. Then in 2010, at the end of the Mass
celebrating our Golden Wedding, we received the Papal
Blessing from Pope Benedict. Brenda whispered to me:
“That seals our vocation.” A single-united-vocation of
Teacher, Priest, and Marriage which had its beginnings in
the Family of St Mary’s, for which we were so grateful.
My father, Arnold Shackleton, headmaster at Nash Mills
Church of England School from 1949, was ordained priest
in the Church of England in 1975.
Brenda died three years ago, but I still live and help out,
in the parishes of Wellington and Taunton.
With my thanks and prayers for St Mary’s Apsley,
Father Bernard Shackleton
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Letter to The Tablet, October 2014

I

n July 1998 my husband, Fr Bernard Shackleton, became a
(de facto) parish priest and the local newspaper ran a frontpage headline: “RC priest arrives – with wife!” That certainly
broke the ice; I didn’t have to do any explaining.
A week or so later, I answered the telephone with my usual
“The presbytery”. The voice at the other end enquired: “To whom
am I speaking?” On answering “The priest‟s wife”, there was a
short silence, then “I have never talked to one of those before!”
That sort of surprised reaction soon disappeared. The novelty
quickly wore off and I was simply „Brenda‟. I never experienced
any kind of antagonism. Rather, it was a very warm acceptance as
one of the parish family. Perhaps the most important thing is to be
oneself’.
Brenda Shackleton

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
VENTURE
St Mary’s Apsley End
and
St Benedict’s Bennetts End

Since then our wonderful volunteers have put
nearly 5,000 leaflets through the doors of
householders in Apsley and Bennett’s End.
We had no idea what the demand would be for
the services we were offering, or whether we were
in fact too late! But as time has gone on, we have
received anything up to three requests per week,
mostly for shopping, but some for ‘chats’. So far, this
has proved manageable by our team of around
twenty volunteers, nine of whom were willing to do
shopping and had been cleared by CAD.
It has felt good to be able to assist people in
these difficult times as well as projecting our
churches into our communities.
What next? As it looks like restrictions,
particularly for elderly and vulnerable groups, will
persist for many months to come, we are now
looking at ways of putting the organisation on a
more formal footing … but at the moment this is
very much ‘work in progress’.
Janet Wright, St Mary‟s

A

t the start of the Covid-19 lockdown in March,
Jonathan Ellis, an Apsley resident and onetime churchwarden at St Mary’s, approached the
vicar and wardens with a suggestion that we
should, as a church, reach out to the local
community in practical ways.
Initially, although it was felt to be a good idea,
we were constrained by the ‘Safer Recruiting’
requirements of the Church of England. So
Jonathan and I set out to find an umbrella
organisation that we could use to ensure all recruits
would satisfy the church.
We came up trumps with Community Action
Dacorum (CAD) who have such an incredible ‘can
do’ attitude. They took on all the vetting and ID
verification of our volunteers for us. Quite a relief!
And they have also been a useful general source of
advice and contacts.
By May we had set up a system to recruit and
vet volunteers, designed and printed a leaflet,
created a phone system and applied for and been
awarded some essential funding, thanks to County
Councillor Tina Howard.
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No.37 - September 2020
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ST MARY’S AND ST BENEDICT’S
DURING LOCKDOWN

D

uring Lockdown, St Benedict’s and St Mary’s decided
to stream services jointly. Richard learned three new
languages: You Tube, Facebook and Zoom and, with
valuable technical help from lay people in both churches,
services were broadcast ‘live’ from the Vicarage on
Sundays and some weekdays until July.
Help from the deanery to purchase professional Zoom
accounts, and a grant from the diocese to purchase a
mobile Wi-Fi device ensured, once we were able to have
services in church again, that we were able to stream
services from the church building, addressing people in the
pews, with others joining online.
The requirement to carry out risk assessments meant
that we have had to re-organise pews in St Benedict’s,
and set up a nave altar. In St Mary’s we have restricted
the places where people can sit to ensure distancing to
protect congregations and the clergy. The Hilda Chapel
altar was moved temporarily to become a more visible
nave altar.
Both churches are looking forward to welcoming back
some of those who have been shielding while also
streaming to others wherever possible. During Lockdown
Richard started a weekly newsletter, to help those restricted
to home to keep in touch with what was being put on.
Most weddings have postponed until 2021. We are
gradually planning baptisms which we hope will be able to
start from mid-September, but we may also offer Saturdays
if that helps us respond to demand while numbers allowed
to attend are still limited.
Work is going on in both St Benedict’s church hall and St
Mary’s Refectory to ensure these facilities look their best
when we are once again able to hold events.
To support all this work we have held weekly minuted
meetings of the wardens (St M’s and St B’s), the vicar and
St M’s secretary. In addition Harry GB has led remarkable
tech development and support while others have kept our
resources (bulletins, orders of service etc) as up to date as
we could, though we realise we haven’t got everything right!

The most recent major hurdle (literally) has been to deal
with a huge part of one of our oldest beech trees in the
churchyard that fell overnight on the 8th August, obstructing
and damaging the much used pedestrian bridge over the
railway up to Shendish. Thanks to Grant Seymour’s rapid
response, the way through to the bridge was cleared within
48 hours, but much work remains to be done to make good.
Rev‟d Richard Howlett and Janet Wright, St Mary‟s

ALL SAINTS LOCKDOWN UPDATE

O

n Sunday 19th July All Saints returned to public
worship in our much-missed church building. Having
opened the building for private prayer as soon as possible
on 15th June, we took a little more time to prepare to
resume worship. However, risk assessments done, ticks
and crosses on pews (a la the House of Commons) and a
one-way system for the distribution of Communion, we were
glad to be back.
We conducted a worshipper survey to gather feedback
about ‘online church’ and to get an idea of how many
people were planning to attend worship in the building. On
this basis we decided to have two services with a limited
capacity of thirty, at 9.30am and 11.00am – complete with
the welcome return of our bell ringers! The situation has
continued to evolve, so from September we will be back to
one service at 9.30am with an increased capacity.

We have also actively tried to ‘Stay in Touch’ with all our
congregation. Each PCC member has had a specific
number of people to contact on a regular basis. If anyone
feels they need more information or support, please feel
free to email stmarysapsleyend@gmail.com.

We are particularly pleased that the choir can once
again contribute their musical talents to our worship, and we
are looking at how to do this safely. Meanwhile, we have
established two virtual bible study groups and are finding
ways to socialise online alongside discerning how to serve
the community – including our new open table foodbank
(see page 16). The constant of change continues to bring

challenge and opportunity!
Fr. James McDonald
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LOCKDOWN AT HOLY TRINITY

BACK TO CHURCH

ime is a funny thing. Some days seem endless, and
then when we look back, weeks and months have
flown. Looking back on lockdown we can see that things
have changed steadily and each week we seem to face new
guidance and new scenarios.

t was with great relief that we were able to return to church.
We had sat in the churchyard a few times, walked through,
admiring the upkeep by the dedicated working party, and
visited the church when it was open for quiet prayer but being
part of a service was like a homecoming after a long holiday .

At the end of June we were told that churches could
open from July 5th, though at Holy Trinity we gave it until
12th to be sure that we had everything in place, risk
assessments completed, and everything as safe as we
could make it. Since then we have been offering two
Eucharists a week - on Wednesdays and Sundays at 10am.
We worked out that we could accommodate 22 people at
2m distancing and 35 at 1m+, and so far we have not had to
turn anyone away. Church funerals and weddings, with
restricted numbers, are also up and running.

Wonderful to see the familiar, to be reminded of the
small details, appreciating the carved angels, the beauty of
our east window and the simplicity of being with real people,
even if at a distance. Not being allowed to sing was hard but
I couldn’t resist humming! The receiving of Communion had
a much greater sense of poignancy, savouring the wafer
and its meaning.

T

I

Being in church, though, has given us new technical
challenges. We had settled into a good routine of services
pre-recorded from the vicarage, but live-streaming from
church has required different techniques, and we are still
working on improving the sound quality. It’s lovely to be
back in our church again and to see at least some of the
church family face to face. For others still at home, we have
some occasional coffee meet-ups on Zoom, and weekly
news by post or email.
The weekday online services continue with either
Compline or Midday Prayer every day, and online Toddler
Church has found a whole new clientele, mostly retired folk
reliving their young days!
We are now permitted to include some choir singing,
though the practicalities are yet to be worked out; our
building doesn’t really allow us the space we desperately
need. And then who knows what’s next? It’s hard to imagine
how we might cope with the bigger Remembrancetide and
Christmas services . It would be really good to get feedback
on whether this provision is meeting your needs, and I’d be
delighted to hear any ideas you might have.
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood

Whilst appreciating the Zoom service, I for one have found
it difficult to be removed from the ‘busyness’ of the house
while being part of a service and the frustration when the
picture freezes or the internet drops out whilst admiring the
technical knowhow and ability of our ‘techies’ and Melanie’s
flute playing. None of us could have anticipated ever being
told that we couldn’t go to church and this perhaps gives us a
tiny glimpse into the lives of those Christians who are unable
to worship with the fellowship of others.
It was great to be back, albeit slightly different!
A St Mary‟s churchgoer
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LEVERSTOCK GREEN SCHOOL LEAVERS’ SERVICE

Y

ou don’t need me to tell you
that lockdown has been a
difficult time, not least for our
children and young people who
have missed their friends and
schools. Those about to leave
school have missed out on all the
usual milestones - the Year 6
residential week away, sports day
and school production. At
Leverstock Green we were determined that they wouldn’t
miss their leavers’ services as well, even though we hadn’t
been able to lead our weekly worship in school since
lockdown began.
So with some technical help from the family we prerecorded a service that was shown on the last day of school
in the classrooms, while those at home could access it via
Vimeo. The Vicar recorded in church and the children in
school, and it was all based on a journey theme. We had the

story of the Road to Emmaus, the
RE Ambassadors led us in prayer,
and we had some recorded songs
(which we could join in with if we
were at home but not in groups!)
The school staff recorded each
child telling us about their favourite
times at LG School, they
collectively said their “thank yous”
and “goodbyes” and some of the
staff recorded good wishes to them for the future. Even
Bertie the school dog had a starring role! And, as always,
Good News Bibles were presented to all the leavers as ‘road
maps’ for the journey ahead, though they all had to be
delivered early and quarantined to be given out at school.
Who knows what our worship will look like next term! But
at least we were able to give the children a good send off
and wish them God’s blessing.
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood.

MEMORIES OF VJ DAY AND THE 14th ARMY

E

very Christmas at St Mary’s, along
with so many churches in this
country and the wider world, we have our
Christmas stable on display. The one at
St Mary’s holds important memories of
the 2nd World War, and this was
highlighted recently during the 75th
anniversary of VJ Day.
The stable itself was made in 1937 by
Ron Beales, a member of our choir who
was a very faithful member of St Mary’s
and lived in Weymouth Street in Apsley.
When war came he was called up, and
became part of the forgotten 14th army,
who ended up fighting in the Far East.
Captured by the Japanese, he end up in one of their
prisoner of war camps and was one of the many who worked

on building the railway lines. Sadly, he
died on 17th August 1943 in terrible
conditions at the age of just 33. Although
his name appears on the church war
memorial for all to see it is important that
we also remember him, especially at
Christmas each year, as we put the
stable up, for all he did for the Apsley
community and St Mary’s, and his final
ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.
The picture shows the stable which is
still going strong after 77 years of use!
There is a small plaque on the side of the
stable recording the above story to
remind future generations who worship at
St Mary’s of somebody who gave his life
so that we could live ours.
Peter Bladon, St Mary‟s

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT ST MARY’S AND ST BENEDICT’S

E

very Sunday since Easter we have used Zoom to work
on colouring sheets and crafts.

We have also shown a video based on the gospel for
each Sunday prepared by the St Albans Education Officer
Page 14

which helps reinforce each day’s topic and has attracted
both children and adults at 11.15am each Sunday after the
10am service.
Peter Bladon, St. Mary‟s
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From 4 July we are now able to open the church for
public worship again with restrictions and new challenges to
work around. On Sunday 12 July, our PCC held a socially
‘different’ service in church to check that the steps put in
place would work for when we re-open our doors to the
public on Sunday 19 July. Limited numbers, restricted
seating, no singing, and sanitiser by the bucket load. Along
with two services to be able to accommodate numbers. It is
so good to be back!

ALL SAINTS UPDATE

A

s we all went into Lockdown on Saturday 23 March
2020, who would have believed Life as we knew it
would change so much?
This was beginning to look like it was here for the
duration. We had by now established a routine - Live
streaming the service from the vicarage followed by coffee
in a new format called Zoom!
How are we going to raise some well needed funds for
the church, we asked ourselves?
After a virtual brain storming session, we came up with
the idea of ‘Afternoon Tea’ via Zoom. Would this work?
Sandwiches makers at the ready, along with scones, jam
and cream on order, we were ready to go. Saturday 27
June soon came around and the team started work. Keith
making egg sandwiches and cheese sandwiches, Sheila
doing tuna and Ingrid on ham along with any special dietary
needs. Socially distancing with all the church hall windows
and doors open, we met to plate up for 55 participants.

On 18 July, we participated in another successful first:
Kings Langley Local Market re-opened in the Village
Garden next to the church. They usually meet in the high
Street on the third Saturday of the month. However, due to
restrictions and social distancing this has not been possible.
We joined in with a tea, coffee and cake stall and once
again were able to make some much-needed funds for the
church. Thank you, All Saints, for supporting us in many
ways, making things, you are all so blessed and talented.
Ingrid Allen, All Saints

Wrapped and ready for delivery, we swung into action
for the next challenge to deliver! All orders were delivered to
the correct address and we sat down for another new
venture enjoying Afternoon Tea together via Zoom, this time
using something called ‘rooms’ meeting back together after
20 minutes to be put into different ‘rooms’. Then back
together for the last five minute to conclude that we’d had
fun and at the same time made some money for the church.

K

ings Langley holds a monthly event with stalls selling
local produce. For July and August, Ingrid Allen has co
-ordinated a stall for All Saints selling coffee, cakes and
other home made produce. On 15th July the rain hammered
down – but we stuck it out! We will be taking part during
September and October too, so if you are around Kings
Langley on the 3rd Saturday of the month, come and find us
in the Village Garden.
Sheila Ashman, All Saints
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No.37 - September 2020
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ALL SAINTS OPEN TABLE FOODBANK

T

wo months ago we set up an ‘open table’ foodbank at
the back of the church. It is unattended and anyone is
welcome to come and take food for themselves or
neighbours in need. Parishioners donate non-perishable
food and toiletries with any surplus donations given to
DENS Dacorum Foodbank on a monthly basis.

FIRST SERVICE AT ST MARY’S
AND ON LINE AFTER LOCKDOWN

G

od can use our lives like the seeds, like the yeast, to
grow and make wonderful new things - building the
Kingdom of Heaven here on earth. We must trust Him for
the end result.
Rev‟d Richard Howlett

Brian McAdam, All Saints
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