Benefice of Langelei
Welcome to our Benefice Newsletter for March 2020
Benefice Mission: “Our Vision is of a community where Christ has been brought to the community and the community
has been brought to Christ. Our Mission as churches in this Benefice area is to maintain sacred spaces,
and be flexible, interactive and collaborative with the use of resources.”

H

ere we are at the beginning of
another Lent which comes to
remind us to make space to receive
God‟s gift of abundant life. To
encourage us to make that space, the
church has always urged us to observe
the three themes of penitence, self
denial and almsgiving.
Isaiah 58 reminds us that the goal of
our Lenten discipline is not to be
miserable, nor to make a song and
dance about our observance to get
ourselves noticed. As soon as we find
ourselves whingeing or even joking with
our friends about coping for forty days
without chocolate, alcohol, or whatever
we have given up, we are most certainly on the wrong track.
It should rather be a matter of the heart, for our and God‟s
eyes only. This time of self-discipline is to enable us to
examine whether we are indeed living by God‟s ways.
Closely allied to self-denial is the habit of almsgiving.
That is part of our Christian discipleship in all seasons, but
even more so in Lent. Again Isaiah 58 reminds us that what
God really desires is not a sad face but a just heart and
practical action to support the weak and change the unjust
structures of society. So we might choose to eat simply and
give the money we might otherwise have spent to a charity;
we might choose to tread more lightly on the earth.
The conservation of the earth‟s resources is very much
at the forefront of our minds at the moment, and it‟s easy to
feel paralysed by the scale of the issue. But there are many
things we can all do to make a difference, which will have a
cumulative effect if we all do our little bit.

The best way is usually in small steps.
Rob Greenfield, an American adventurer
and environmental activist, uses attention
- grabbing tactics to persuade people to
live more simply and „be the change in
our messed-up world‟. He asserts that if
you make one small positive change - for
example to turn the tap off when you‟re
brushing your teeth - and keep it up for 21
days, it becomes a habit. Then make
another change, and another.
Did you know the average American
uses 80 -100 gallons of water per day,
the average European 50 gallons and
the average African 2-5 gallons? That‟s
very sobering. He doesn‟t ask us to do
anything extreme, just to stop and think, “We have to be
aware of the origin of the things we consume every day,
such as water, food and energy."
Christian Aid challenges us this Lent to „Count your
Blessings‟ and „rise up against climate change‟. The Church
of England, too, has 40 day challenges for both adults and
children, „#Live Lent: Care for God‟s creation‟. Both can be
ordered through the relevant websites. You will also be
hearing more in the coming months about a new Benefice
environmental group.
May I encourage you to accept the gift that Lent offers,
to pause and take stock, and do something positive? Let
God use you. Then when we celebrate Easter we may just
more fully and freely live his risen life.
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood

SANTA’S SLEIGH IN THE BENEFICE

E

ach Christmas the Rotary Club in
Hemel Hempstead organises a
Santa Sleigh collection around the streets
of the town and at various static locations.
In 2018 Holy Trinity took part for the first
time and trudged up and down the hill in
Nash Mills in torrential rain.
Last Christmas, the Church was
rewarded with a collection on its own
patch in Leverstock Green. A team of
eight door to door collectors covered
most of the village, and with John May on
the sleigh delighting the children with a
cheerful “Ho-Ho-Ho”, raised over £600.
At the Presentation Evening in January, John May
received a cheque for £410 from Sir Mike Penning which
represented Holy Trinity‟s share of the overall collection.
John Walker, Holy Trinity

Some members of St Mary‟s and St Benedict‟s
congregations took part in the Belswains Lane area on
Tuesday 3rd December.

A few statistics for 2019
27 local organisations helped with 25 house to house
collections
13 static „have a photo with Santa‟ sessions
£18,000 taken overall
£410 to each local organisation
70 people at cheque presentation evening in January
30 other local charities benefited from the rest of the
money last year – soon to be decided for this year
Thousands of visits to Santa‟s Facebook page
Thousands of visits to his Tracker page
Countless thousands of smiling faces put all the
above into insignificance!
Janet Wright, St Mary‟s
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O

n November 30th, to coincide with the Christmas
Lights Festival and switching on the lights in Kings
Langley village, we held „All Saints by Candlelight‟.
From 4pm to 7pm the church was lit solely by
hundreds of tea-lights and villagers were invited to drop
in to enjoy the stillness and beauty of the church lit by
flickering candles.
The church looked beautiful and a large number of
visitors were welcomed with mulled wine and mince pies
served just outside the front door.
Carolyn Andrews, All Saints
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CONTACTS
Norma Howie 01923 266 596 - saintskl2@tiscali.co.uk
Benefice Office: Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS
Office hours: Monday 8.00am - 3.30pm, Wednesday 8.00am - 3.30pm
Thursday 12.30 - 3.00pm, Friday 11.30am - 2.30pm
HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
Bedmond Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8LJ

The Rev’d Lizzie Hood - Team Rector
01442 264 860 - lizziehood@aol.com
The Rev’d Maxine Howarth - Assistant Curate
07930 522 868 - curateht@gmail.com

ST. MARY’S, APSLEY END
London Road, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9ST
ST. BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END
Peascroft Road, Bennetts End,
Hemel Hempstead HP3 8EP
ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS

The Rev’d Richard Howlett - Team Vicar
01442 767 738 - revrhowlett@gmail.com
The Rev’d Richard Howlett
Details above
The Rev’d James McDonald - Team Vicar
01923 903 531 - james.a.mcdonald@live.co.uk

BENEFICE NEWSLETTER
Editorial Team: Jean & Mike Chrisp - mikeandjean23@btinternet.com.
Schedule
31 May 2020
6 September 2020
29 November 2020
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Deadlines
17 May 2020
23 August 2020
15 November 2020
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FUTURE EVENTS
Bishop Michael to visit the Benefice
The Bishop of Hertford has indicated that he‟d
like to visit each of the parishes in our Deanery
this year, both for a Sunday service and for a
further half day in the following week.
He will be coming to All Saints on 17th
May, Holy Trinity on 7th June, St Mary’s on
5th July and St Benedict’s on 12th July and
will conduct a confirmation in each, if we have
candidates.

His weekday visits will include time with the
Vicar, Church Wardens and PCCs as well as
visiting a local school and one of our outreach
projects. If you would like to consider being
confirmed at one of these services please
speak to your local clergy as soon as possible.
We look forward to welcoming Bishop
Michael and sharing our vision with him.
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood

The Art of the Annunciation

Joint Benefice Service

During my Extended Study Leave last summer I spent a
week in Florence looking at all the wonderful art but
particularly focusing on depictions of the Annunciation to
Mary. It was fascinating to see the variety of styles and to
wonder at the impact of this most world-changing
message.

Ever since the Benefice of Langelei was formed ten
years ago we have celebrated our anniversary with a
joint Eucharist on the 2nd Sunday of October.

I would like to share some images and thoughts with
you, and have decided to offer an illustrated talk on the
Feast of the Annunciation - Wednesday 25th March. It
will be at 7.30pm at Holy Trinity.
I think I should point out that I‟m no expert - this is a
„for dummies, by a dummy‟ session! Perhaps we can all
share our knowledge and reflections? All welcome.

Last year I asked whether you wished to continue
with this and the opinion seems to be that you value an
opportunity to worship together but October may not be
the best time.
So this year we are ringing the changes with a joint
Eucharist on Sunday 9th August at 10.30am at St
Mary’s, Apsley. Hopefully the weather will be kind to
us, as we plan to have a Benefice BBQ lunch
afterwards. Do keep the date.
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood

Rev‟d Lizzie Hood
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PARISH DIARY
(Correct at time of going to press)

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
Sundays
3rd Sundays
Mondays
2nd Monday
Tuesdays
3rd Tuesday
Wednesdays
3rd Wednesday
Thursdays
3rd Thursday
Fridays
Saturdays
1st Saturday

8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm
2.00pm
7.45pm
9.00am
10.00am
8.00pm
10.00am
2.00pm
2.45pm
10.00am
9.00am
10.00am
3.00 - 5.00pm
8.00pm
7.00pm
9.00am
10.00am
10.00am - 12 noon

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
Holy Communion and Junior Church (Sunday School) - Common Worship
TYGS youth group meet in Trinity Room
Sewing Group - Meet in Trinity Room
Trinity Readers
Morning Prayer
Music and Meditation, 63 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
Horseshoe Study Group, 61 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
Said Holy Communion
Craft Group
Collective Worship at Leverstock Green School - Term Time only
Mothers Union Corporate Communion
Morning Prayer
Toddlers Church - Term Time only
Friendship Teas in the Trinity Room
Trinity Women‟s Group - Meet in the Trinity Room
Choir Practice
Morning Prayer
Coffee Shop in Trinity Room with Traidcraft Stall
Churchyard Gardening Party

10.00am
8.00am
6.30pm
10.00am - 12 noon
8.00pm
9:30am
9.00am
11.00am
7.30 - 9.30pm
9.00am
9.30am
10.10am
7:30pm
8.00pm
10.00am - 12 noon
10.00am - 12 noon

Holy Communion (Common Worship) and Young Peoples‟ Groups
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
Evening Prayer
Working Party
Bell Ringing Practice
Buzzy Bees Toddler Group - (Term Time)
Holy Communion at Florence Longman House (See weekly Bulletin for dates)
Holy Communion at Water Mill House Care Home (See weekly Bulletin for dates)
Paper Dollies - (WI)
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Study Group (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation)
AA Group
Study Group (Manor Estate)
Working Party
Community Cafe

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END
Sundays
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
Mondays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
4th Wednesday
Thursdays

Fridays
Saturdays

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END
Sundays
Mondays

10.00am
1.00 - 3.00pm
4.00pm

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Art Club in Church Hall (excluding bank holidays)
Evening Prayer (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation)

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
Church open daily 9.30am - 5.00pm
Sundays
1st Sunday
Last Tuesday
Wednesdays
2nd Thursdays
Thursdays
Fridays

8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
9.30 - 11.00am
7.45pm
11.15am
Time varies
6.30pm

Said Eucharist
Family Eucharist with Saints on Sunday
All Age Eucharist
Communion at Friars Mead
Tiny Tots (Term Time only)
Bell Ringing Practice
Communion at St Laura‟s
All Saints Men‟s Group (Usually 3rd Thursday - Contact Brian McAdam: 01923 266667
Choir Practice
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SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS
March
Wednesday 4th
Thursday 5th
Saturday 7th
Wednesday 11th
Thursday 12th
Saturday 14th
Sunday 15th
Thursday 19th
Sunday 22nd
Wednesday 25th
Thursday 26th
Friday 27th
Sunday 29th
April
Wednesday 1st
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 14th
Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th
Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th
Friday 10th

Sunday 12th
Monday 13th
Thursday 16th
Sunday 19th
Sunday 26th
May
Friday 8th
Sunday 10th
Saturday 16th
Sunday 17th
Thursday 21st
Sunday 31st

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
2.00pm
7.30pm
12noon
7.45pm
7.30pm
10.00am
3.00pm
6.00pm
3.00pm
10.00am
7.30pm
7.30pm
12noon
8.00 & 10.00am

Mothers‟ Union meeting in the Trinity Room
Lent course 2 - see page 14
Lent Lunch in the Trinity Room
Parochial Church Council meeting in the Trinity Room
Lent course 3 - see page 14
Children‟s Society box opening & coffee morning in the Trinity Room
Chiltern Hills Brass Band concert in Church
TYG youth group in the Trinity Room - see page 12
Friendship Tea in the Trinity Room
MOTHERING SUNDAY family service with posies
The Art of the Annunciation: Illustrated talk in Church - see page 4
Lent course 4 - see page 14
Lent Lunch in the Trinity Room
Passiontide begins

10.00am
7.30pm
8.00 & 10.00am
8.00pm
8.00pm
8.00pm
8.00pm
9.15am
1.00pm
2.00pm
8.00pm
8.00 & 10.00am
9.45am
3.00pm
6.00pm
11.30am

Leverstock Green School Easter Service in Church
Lent course 5 - see page 14
PALM SUNDAY
Compline & meditation
Compline & meditation
Stations of the Cross
MAUNDY THURSDAY Eucharist
GOOD FRIDAY children‟s workshop
„The Nail‟ dramatic readings
Good Friday liturgy
Compline
EASTER DAY Parish breakfast between the services
Pilgrims‟ breakfast before Easter Monday pilgrimage to St Albans
Friendship Tea in the Trinity Room
TYG youth group in the Trinity Room - see page 12
Annual Church Meetings & „bring and share‟ lunch - see page 12

1.00 - 5.00pm
3.00pm
7.30pm
6.00pm
3.00pm
8.00pm
8.00 & 10.00am

VE Day village fun day on cricket pitch
Children‟s Praise in church
Parish Spring Quiz at Leverstock School, Green Lane
TYG youth group in the Trinity Room - see page 12
Friendship Tea in the Trinity Room
ASCENSION DAY Deanery Eucharist at St Albans, Warner‟s End
PENTECOST

March
Friday 6th
11.00am
Monday 23rd - Thursday 2nd April
April
Sunday 5th
Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th
Wednesday 8th

World Day of Prayer service
Easter Trail for schools

Sunday 12th
Sunday 19th

Noon - 2.00pm
2.00 - 3.00pm
10.00am
10.00am

Palm Sunday Procession and service
Reading of the first part of Mathew‟s Gospel at St Benedict’s
Reading of the second part of Mathew‟s Gospel at St Mary’s
All Age activities for Holy Week including making the Easter Garden
Stations of the Cross
Holy Communion with optional hand/foot washing at St Mary’s
followed by stripping of the altars and a vigil until about 10.00pm
Church open for devotional use
An hour before the Cross
Family Communion with egg hunt
Holy Communion followed by - Annual Parochial Church Meetings - see page 12

May
Thursday 21st

8.00pm

Deanery Eucharist at St Albans, Warner‟s End

Thursday 9th
Friday 10th

Page 6

10.00am
8.00pm
8.00pm
10.00am - 12 noon
8.00pm
8.00pm

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END
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SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS - CONTINUED
March
Sunday 15th
Saturday 21st
Sunday 22nd
April
Sunday 5th

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END
3.00pm
12.30pm
10.00am

Messy Church
Lent Lunch - details in church
Mothering Sunday service

Monday 13th
Sunday 19th
Saturday 25th
Sunday 26th

9.40am
Palm Sunday procession from Florence Longman House
10.00am
Holy Communion in church
8.00pm
Reading of the first part of Mathew‟s Gospel at St Benedict’s
8.00pm
Reading of the second part of Mathew‟s Gospel at St Mary’s
8.00pm
Stations of the Cross at St Benedict’s
No am Communion or study group - clergy customarily renew their vows and collect holy oils at St Albans Cathedral
8.00pm
Holy Communion with optional hand/foot washing
followed by stripping of the altars and a vigil until about 10.00pm
11.30am
Family Good Friday Stations
2.00 - 3.00pm
Meditations on Stations of the Cross
6.00am
Easter Sunday Dawn service followed by breakfast
10.00am
Easter Holy communion including First Communion for children who have undertaken preparation
concluding with an Easter Egg hunt in church
9.00am
Easter Monday Pilgrimage to St Albans
3.00pm
Messy Easter
7.00 for 7.30pm
Quiz night at Nash Mills Church of England School - details in church
10.00am
Following the morning service at 11.30am - Annual Parochial Church Meetings - see page 12

May
Saturday 16th
Thursday 21st
Friday 29th
Saturday 30th

10.00am - 12 noon
8.00pm
8.00pm
7.30am

Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th
Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th
Friday 10th
Sunday 12th

March
Mondays
Tuesdays
Thursdays
Friday 6th
Friday 13th
Saturday 14th

Café - Supporting Christian Aid Week
Deanery Eucharist at St Albans, Warner‟s End
Night of prayer for „Thy Kingdom Come’ There will be a variety of Prayer Stations to Experience
Holy Communion followed by a simple breakfast

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
10.30am
7.45pm
7.30pm
2.00pm
7.30pm
4.30pm

Lent course at Christ Church Baptist church - see page 14
Lent course at Christ Church Baptist church - see page 14
Celtic Evening Prayer
World Day of Prayer at All Saints - churches together in Kings Langley
Scottish Country Dancing - Kings Langley Community Centre see page 4
Hertfordshire County Bellringers, Western District Evensong

7.30pm
8.45am
9.15am
9.30am
5.00pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

Monday 13th
Sunday 19th

9.30am
11.00am
12.15pm
8.30pm
8.00am
9.30am
9.00am
9.30am

Celtic Evening Prayer
Coffee and Hot Cross Buns at Dalling and Co., Kings Langley High Street
Liturgy of the Palms and donkey led procession to All Saints
All Age Eucharist of Palm Sunday
Taize Eucharist for Holy Week
Healing Eucharist
Liturgy of Maundy Thursday with foot washing and stripping of the altar
Followed by the watch until midnight
Experience Easter Children‟s Service followed by refreshments
Stations of the Cross
Liturgy of Good Friday
The Service of Light
Churches Together Service in the Village Garden followed by refreshments
Family Eucharist followed by Easter Egg Hunt
Breakfast in church before setting off to St Albans for the Easter Monday Pilgrimage
Family Eucharist followed by Annual Parochial Church Meeting - see page 12

May
Fridays
Sunday 17th
Sunday 21st

9.30am
9.30am
8.00pm

Eucharist followed by refreshments and bible study
Pontifical Eucharist and confirmation with Bishop Michael Hertford
Ascension Day - Deanery Eucharist at St Albans, Warner‟s End

April
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 5th

Monday 6th
Thursday 9th
Friday 10th
Saturday 11th
Sunday 12th
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NEWS FROM ST BENEDICT’S

F

ollowing last year‟s success with our first „Breakfast with
Santa‟ event, we hosted another gathering of fourteen
children ranging in age from one month to six years old from
seven families. Some of our more senior congregation
members also joined in the fun - after all, we‟re all children at
heart!
A self-serve buffet style breakfast was arranged for the
children and Santa arrived on cue and parked his sleigh
outside. I know this is true because although I didn‟t actually
see the sleigh, I definitely heard the bells.
All the children were able to tell Santa what Christmas
gift they were hoping for and received a goodiy bag and an
age appropriate book of Bible stories.
The event concluded with some excellent carol singing
led by Rev‟d Richard Howlett.

Our grateful thanks to the LGREF for funding the
purchase of the books and, as ever, to the wondrous
generosity of our team of helpers for their time and
donations of goodies for the breakfast. We couldn‟t do it
without each and every one of you!
Alison Murray, St Benedicts

L

eaving to take up a post as Director of Music in two
nearby parishes, David Heath was presented with gifts
from Richard and the congregation on his last Sunday as
part-time organist at St Benedict‟s.
Rev‟d Richard Howlett

U

S

ixty or so of us gathered on Saturday 1st February for a
quiz evening hosted by Coral and Peter Roberts with
food and a raffle. We had a great time and the questions
made sure we were all stretched. Over £520 was raised for
church funds.
Rev‟d Richard Howlett

nder Tyler Leyman‟s
friendly and expert
tutorship, the Art Club
continues to be greatly
appreciated by participants.
Meeting weekly 1.00 - 3.00pm
on Mondays in the church hall,
new members are always
welcome.

Tyler explains: „I choose a
subject, give them a few tips
on how to go about it and just
let them go with it. We use all
types of different media pencil, pen, watercolour and
acrylics. Around Christmas we
made some Christmas tree
decorations.‟

Further information from
Tyler on 07368 419209 or Rev‟d
Richard on 01442 767 738.

Tyler Leyman, St Benedicts
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ARCHDEACON’S FAREWELL … AND A WELCOME

O

n Saturday 15th January, at a
service of Evensong in St Albans
Cathedral, we said farewell to our
Archdeacon, the Venerable Jonathan
Smith. Jonathan has been a good friend
and support to our Benefice, and has
guided us through several clergy
vacancies.

In an amusing sermon he referred to
the poem In Freiburg Station, by Rupert
Brooke, with its reference to a Bishop in
puce gloves, which he then modelled!
Our next Archdeacon will be the
Revd Canon Jane Mainwaring, currently
Rural Dean of Hitchin. She will be
collated at St Mary‟s Church, Hemel Old
Town, on Saturday 14th March at 2pm.

He retires to Redbourn after being
Archdeacon of St Albans for nearly 12
years. His farewell service was attended
by many clergy and parishioners from
the Archdeaconry, as well as Bishops
and Archdeacons past and present.

Please pray for Jonathan in his new
life, and for Jane and her family as she
prepares to assume her new
responsibilities.
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood

COMMISSIONED

D

eanery Choral Evensong with
the Licensing and
Commissioning of The Rev‟d Mike
Macey as Rural Dean and The Rev‟d
James McDonald as Assistant Rural
Dean was held at St John‟s, Boxmoor
on Sunday 9th February 2020.

Thanks go to Lizzie Hood for her
service as Rural Dean and to
Richard Graham as Chapter Clerk.
Good luck also to Carole Lewis, a
Reader at St John‟s, who takes on
this role.
Music sung in the service was:

Choral Evensong is something of
a rare treat these days but the
occasion provided an excellent
opportunity for a Deanery Choral
Evensong. Choirs and singers from
across the Deanery combined to
form the Deanery Choir‟ with
Nicholas King at the organ and Keith
Beniston conducting.
Awaiting the installation of our
new Archdeacon, Jane Mainwaring,
we welcomed Janet Mackenzie,
Archdeacon of Hertford, who
Licensed Mike and prayed for both Mike and James as they
take on their new roles. In her sermon, Archdeacon Janet
reflected on the new self we have been given in fellowship
with Christ (see Ephesians 4) and encouraged us to build
each other up as we respond to God‟s call for each of us.
At the end of the service St John‟s provided excellent
hospitality with fizz and cake. The message on the cake was
Congratulations and Good Luck (emphasis on the latter!)
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No.35 - March 2020

Introit: Thou hast a work for me to do
R. Walker Robson
Responses: Smith
Psalm 4: Henry Walford Davies
Magnificat: Evening Service
in B flat, C. V. Stanford
Nunc Dimittis: Evening Service
in B flat C. V. Stanford
Anthem: Jubilate from Morning Service
in B flat, C. V. Stanford
Rev‟d James Macdonald

O

n Tuesday 11th February at Deanery Synod, a
presentation was made to Rev‟d Lizzie Hood
stepping down after five years as Rural Dean.
She was thanked for all she had achieved during
her period in this demanding role.
Peter Bladon, St Mary‟s
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CHRISTMAS AT ST MARY’S
carols together, had Christmas readings, poems and stories
then enjoyed the opportunity for conversation accompanied
by tea, coffee, mince pies and Christmas cake.

O

ur Christmas events began this year on 30th
November with carol singing at the Paper Mill, a
Fullers pub alongside the Grand Union Canal in Apsley. The
festive lights illuminating their Christmas tree were switched
on while we were there and we were pleased to collect
donations totalling £135 for the Hospice of St Francis in
Berkhamsted.

Fifteen of us gathered to sing carols outside Sainsbury’s
in Apsley on the evening of 6th December where donations
from busy shoppers amounted to £128. Supporting
Dacorum Emergency Night Shelter (DENS), this event is
one we enjoy every year. The tradition continued in the
church refectory as we warmed up with mulled wine and
mince pies while the donations were counted.

Our next outing, on 10th December, was for our „annual
concert‟ at Florence Longman House, accommodation in
Apsley for those aged 60 or over able to live on their own
but preferring to have support at hand. We played and sang
Page 10

Ten of us joined twelve residents of Water Mill House, a
modern, award winning Care Home alongside the Grand
Union Canal in Nash Mills, on 16th December where we
sang carols together and listened to readings. Here too, we
were able to enjoy conversation, hot and cold drinks and
mince pies.

Apart from school visits for carols and end of term
services the last event before our main Christmas services
was our Crib / Christingle service held on Christmas Eve.
During this service, some of the children placed nativity
figures in position in the crib. The kings and camels had to
wait in the side chapel until Epiphany when it was their turn
to join the other figures in the crib. The service finished with
the exchange of a donation for a Christingle which this year
totalled £403 in aid of The Children’s Society.
Our other Christmas activities included participation with
Santa‟s Sleigh organised by the Rotary Club and our own
Angel Festival both of which are reported elsewhere in this
issue. Our thanks to all who took part in these events. We
hope to see you again next year!
Rosemary Bladon, St Mary‟s
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No. 35 - March 2020



MORE FROM ST MARY’S
The Solo Plus Lunch
Christmas Party was held on
Thursday 16th January at The
Plough, Leverstock Green.
Eighteen of us enjoyed the
food and the company. It was
good to have Daphne Arnott
with us and her sister Joan
from Canada. Many thanks to
Joy West for organising it.

Don‟t forget that Solo Plus
Lunch is usually held on the
third Thursday of the month.
Having said that, in March it
will be a Lent Lunch on a
Saturday!
Peter Bladon, St Marys
Photo Sheila Mackie

NEWS FROM HOLY TRINITY

W

e celebrated our Christingle Service on January 19th
and, unbelievably, this was the first Christingle service
I‟d been a part of! However during the previous week we‟d
welcomed 64 Beavers into church over two nights so I was
fully up to speed with what Christingles represent.

At our Youth Group that evening, those who didn‟t get to
the service received a Christingle and our celebrations were
rounded off with a Christingle event at our Toddler Church
the following Thursday.
Rev‟d Maxine Howarth, Holy Trinity

We had enormous fun talking about what the different
elements of the Christingle mean and how they can inform
how we live our lives. We also switched off all the lights
(having given prior warning) so we could feel what it‟s like
with no light, what sorts of different emotions were brought
out in us, and how we can be a light to others.
The Sunday was a fabulous service. The church was
packed with 52 children and 112 adults. We made one of
the children into a life-size Christingle - don‟t worry, we
didn‟t light her! Each child received a Christingle and we
made a huge circle all around the church encompassing the
congregation with light.
We heard about how we can be light in the darkness for
those around us and about the wonderful work the
Children‟s Society does with the money we raise at these
services.
Due to the amazing efforts of the Christingle team there
were enough for some adults to have one too.

O

n Saturday 25th January we celebrated Burns Night
with a traditional supper in the Trinity Room, attended
by church members and villagers. The haggis was
presented, accompanied by pipe music, and John Walker
gave a memorable and dramatic Address to the Haggis
before we toasted it with a wee dram of whisky, kindly
donated by John. Lizzie then said the Selkirk Grace.
The social committee - Jean Britt, Pauline Lindsey, Jenny
Chaney and myself - cooked and served haggis, neeps and
tatties, and Jean Hunter made several delicious clootie
dumplings and cranachan - a lovely Scottish dessert with
oats, raspberries, cream and whisky. We enjoyed our meal
while listening to Scottish music, and after coffee had been
served we had a short quiz on ‚all things Scottish„.
The evening ended with us singing Flower of Scotland and
Auld Lang Syne accompanied by Lizzie on the piano. A fun
and sociable Scottish themed evening was enjoyed by all!
Beverley Burgess, Holy Trinity
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS

I

t‟s that time of year again when we begin to prepare for
our Annual Meetings of Parishioners and APCMs in each
of our parishes.
Janet Wright, from St Mary‟s, writes: “Oh dear, do I hear
stifled yawns? Yes I know the feeling! But this is a pretty
important part of church life where we elect the people to
represent us as Church Wardens, on the Parochial Church
Council (PCC) and at the higher level of Deanery Synod. So
coming along to hear and influence what goes on is very
much to be recommended. Prior to this we will be doing a
revision of our Electoral Roll, which only needs action from
you if you wish to join (or re-join) the Roll that was created
last year.”

Each PCC secretary will be putting together an Annual
Report to showcase the many activities at our churches, so
group leaders need to swing into action very soon! These
reports will be published in advance of our meetings, so do
read them and see how varied are the activities of each
church community and how many people are involved in
making church life tick along. It‟s often a real eye-opener!
All Saints:
Sunday April 19th at 11.00am
St Benedict‟s: Sunday April 19th at 11.30am
St Mary‟s:
Sunday April 26th at 11:30am
Holy Trinity:
Sunday April 26th at 11.30am - followed
by a bring-and-share lunch.
We promise there will be no yawns!
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood

MORE FROM HOLY TRINITY

T

he new Trinity Youth Group (TYG) was launched in
November and we welcomed seven young people. It
was a fantastic start, we played Dobble (loud), and Linkee
(quieter) and had some time to think about things we would
like to pray about (very quiet). We ate pizza and had some
time to chill out and chat.
In December we met again with seven young people
(not all of them the same as the first time) and we made
Jesus Rocks (pebbles painted like baby Jesus and glued to
some paper straw to represent the manger) for distribution
among the congregation at Christmas.
In January we played table tennis (with varying degrees
of skill), had some quiet time and wrote Bible verses onto
wooden hearts to be distributed at the Celebration of
Marriage service on February 16th at Holy Trinity. There
may also have been more pizza!

L

ove is in the air! It‟s been our practice at Holy Trinity to
offer a service of Thanksgiving for Marriage every
couple of years, on the Sunday nearest to Valentine‟s Day.
It makes a nice occasion to invite back all those who have
been married at the church in recent years (as well as „longtimers‟) and those who are planning their marriages here.
Last time, in 2018, it coincided with our Wedding
Festival, so it was a really big bash, but this year we were
hit by storm Dennis! A hardy few came out - four engaged
couples who were happy to meet one another and get to
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February is very exciting as we are going on a Tramp
Supper. This will involve walking between people‟s houses
who have offered to provide us with a starter, a main course
and then pudding to finish. We are hoping for dry weather,
but much fun will be had whatever comes our way. We aim
to end each term with a social event of some kind, and are
hoping to do a „Forest Church‟ session in the summer
months.
The group is open to anyone from year 6 and above. We
meet 6.00 -7.30pm in the Trinity Room on the third Sunday
of the month. Those coming for the first time will need a
parent or carer to complete a registration form and we ask
for a £1 donation to cover the cost of all that pizza!
Rev‟d Maxine Howarth, Holy Trimity

know the church a little more, and a few married couples,
some of whom accepted the opportunity to renew their
marriage vows.
Maxine‟s sermon had us scratching our heads over the
lyrics of love songs, and Tim and Sue Bourne won the
competition (and the chocolates!) for the longest married at 50 years. We then moved into the Trinity Room where
the social committee treated us to cake and fizz at tables
decorated with love hearts!
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood
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NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS

F

r James led our Christingle Service on 15th December. It
was a joy to celebrate the message of the Christingle with
so many families while raising money for the Children‟s Society.
Sheila Ashman, All Saints

A

n all-age service on 2nd February to celebrate
Candlemas involved Saints on Sunday leaders in some
confusion about the meaning of „washing‟ during the talk.
The children were involved in all aspects of the service.
Carolyn Andrews, All Saints
Rev‟d Jos Perris supervised lighting the first candle of Advent

T

iny Tots meet in the church every Wednesday 9.30 – 11.00am (term time
only). Friendship, coffee and a warm welcome are offered to all who attend.
The children have fun, toys to play with, an activity linked to a story and a few
rhymes or songs for which we gather before we leave. We ask for a voluntary
donation of £1.50.
On Wednesday 18th December we had a Christmas gathering of children and
parents with various activities including making Christmas cards, jam jar lanterns
and paper plate wreaths. A highlight was a visit from Father Christmas on a
special detour during a practice run with his reindeer and sleigh. Each child
received a small gift before Father Christmas had to leave.
Follow us on facebook @allsaintskingslangley
Ingrid Allen, All Saints
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No.35 - March 2020
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ANGELS AT ST MARY’S

CHRISTMAS TREES AT ALL SAINTS

ur second Angel Festival, held 7th - 8th December,
included creations from pre-schools and primary
schools, thought provoking displays and a huge angel flying
over the chancel. Highlights included afternoon tea for
residents of local elderly care homes and the Oxygen
Recovery Programme, musical entertainment from Nash
Mills C of E School Choir, lovely flute playing and a visit from
Santa. We had a family carol sing-along on Saturday and a
beautiful, reflective Compline service to close the Festival.

ll Saints‟ Christmas Tree Festival held at the beginning
of December was very successful, with over £3200
being raised which will go towards the mission activities of
the church and several local charities including DENS, the
Waterside Centre, Sunnyside Rural Trust and Home Start
Hertfordshire.

O

Our thanks to everyone who helped and welcomed our
visitors. The Festival was a great opportunity to enjoy a
break from the busy lead up to Christmas and to appreciate
being in church to spend time together.

A

More than 500 visitors came to see the beautifully
decorated trees filling the church. All Saints would like to
thank everyone who sponsored, supported or visited and
enjoyed the festival.
Carolyn Andrews, All Saints (See page 16 for photos)



Katharine Harper, St Mary‟s (See page 15 for photos)

OUR LENT COURSE FOR 2020

T

his year‟s Lent study will be shared
across the four parishes of the
benefice. Groups will use poet and priest
Rachel Mann‟s book From Now On: A
Lent course on hope and redemption in
the Greatest Showman.
The Greatest Showman secured
almost £40 million in ticket sales in 2018
and is based on P.T. Barnum‟s rise to
fame and fortune as leader of the Barnum
and Bailey Circus. If you haven‟t yet seen
the film, why not get together with some
others in your homes, and enjoy an
evening watching it in company?
At first sight a film about a Victorian
circus seems an odd choice for Lent. Yet,
as Rachel Mann herself says: “If the
mood of the theme is joy, it is one tempered by the ups and
downs of Barnum, his friends‟ and his family‟s lives. This is
closer to the joy that we find in the Christian faith - the joy
shaped through the cross and God‟s Truth - than a fleeting
happiness often offered by the world… Arguably, in the
world of this musical, the circus functions as Christians
often dream that the Church might operate: as a big- tent in
which all, no matter what their background, might find their
richest home and family”
Over five sessions, taking the film The Greatest
Showman as a starting point, the course explores ways in
which themes of faith, hope and redemption run through all
our lives. It examines how each of us, like P.T. Barnum and
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the members of his Circus - face and can
overcome doubt, temptation and
prejudice, and how we can begin to live
authentic lives. Each session includes
discussion, reflection, Bible study and
material to think about during the week.
The course book should be available please ask your vicar for details.
I give the times and locations of the
Lent studies below. It is hoped that if
circumstances prevent you getting to your
intended group one week you can keep
up by joining with one of the others.
St Benedict’s: Monday evenings at
7.30pm: March 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and
30th at the Vicarage
Churches Together in Kings Langley: Monday
mornings at 10.30am and Tuesday evenings at 7.45pm
during March at Christ Church Baptist Church.
St Mary’s: Thursday mornings at 10.15am (following
9.30am Communion): February 27th, March 5th, 12th, 19th
and 26th in the church refectory. Saturday mornings at
10.15am: February 29th, March 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th in
the church or vestry.
Holy Trinity: Thursday evenings at 7.30pm: February 27th,
March 5th, 12th, 26th March, 2nd April in the Trinity Room.
Rev‟d Richard Howlett
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CHRISTMAS TREES AT ALL SAINTS

Page 16

Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No. 35 - March 2020

