Benefice of Langelei
Welcome to our Benefice Newsletter for September 2019
Benefice Mission: “Our Vision is of a community where Christ has been brought to the community and the community
has been brought to Christ. Our Mission as churches in this Benefice area is to maintain sacred spaces,
and be flexible, interactive and collaborative with the use of resources.”

NEW CURATE
IN THE BENEFICE

H

ello, I’m Maxine Howarth, new curate
at Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green.
Originally from the Potteries, perhaps better
known as Stoke on Trent, I don’t think I
have much of an accent any more, but
some people detect a twang with certain
words. I became a Christian in my teens
following a bereavement and left Stoke on
Trent at 20 to work for British Youth for
Christ, spent a year in Norwich working for
Youth for Christ then two years in Bricket
Wood near St Albans.
Following this, I worked on a youth
project as a consultant for a church in Welwyn Garden
City, decided to take a break from youth ministry and
trained as a wine adviser. During this time I ran a specialist
wine store and did wine tastings for corporate occasions
and for wine enthusiasts. It was at this time that I met my
husband and wine remains a shared interest today. Our
other interests include walking and cycling – you may see
me about on my new E bike! We like to socialise and have
fun with friends and family, but we also like some quiet
time and love to spend quality time reading and playing
games with our children.
After marrying we settled in Stevenage. I took a degree
in Human Resources and Employment Law which led into
HR with Tesco and I was part of the HR team at their
Cheshunt store. After some years I felt the time was right to
return to youth work and spent about 15 years working in
Stevenage for an inter-church youth organisation. During
those years God blessed us with three lovely children:

Emily, Katy and Thomas, now aged 14, 12
and 7. They have such different characters
and we think they are amazing.
The youth work largely involved working
with young people outside of a church
context. It included working in secondary
schools – helping with the delivery of the RE
syllabus, mentoring programs for vulnerable
children and delivering Collective Worship.
The other major part of the role was working
on the streets in the evenings with young
people with nothing to do and nowhere to go.
We would play football with them, eat chips,
chat, generally spend time listening to what
was going on in their lives and answer their
questions. We built some great relationships
with these young people and had some great chats about God,
the universe and everything between.
In 2011 I began to wonder about the call to ordination and
started to explore the possibility of full time ordained ministry
with the Diocesan Director of Ordinands. Following a
successful Bishops Advisory Panel a few years later I was
recommended for training and accepted a place to study full
time at Westcott House College in Cambridge. I thoroughly
enjoyed my time at theological college but don’t miss the daily
commute to Cambridge! It was a time of real learning and
challenge and laid excellent foundations for ordained ministry.
In the very short time since I have been ordained I have
enjoyed many new experiences. My family and I are really
excited about living in Hemel and getting involved in the local
community. Do come and say Hi if you see us out and about.
Rev‟d Maxine Howarth, Holy Trinity

BONNY BENEFICE BABIES

Tiny Tots at All Saints
Our first session of Tiny Tots took place in church in June
this year. Everything was ready: a play area with a range of
toys, a craft area with glue, paper and crayons, wheeled
toys for the older children to race up and down the aisle and
tea, coffee and biscuits for the adults. Fr. James and some
willing volunteers waited anxiously to see if anybody would
turn up and were all relieved when people started to arrive.
Tiny Tots runs on Wednesday mornings 9.30 – 11.00am
during term time. Since that first session we’ve regularly
hosted gatherings of a dozen or so parents and carers with
their children. We’ve a good range of building blocks, floor
puzzles, soft toys and books which we hope will grow during
the summer months. Every week there’s a different activity
at the craft table. There’s plenty of choice for the children to
be creative with crayons and paper. So far they’ve made
face masks, paper lanterns and paintings of vegetables.
Sessions start with play and children are free to choose
between the toys or the craft table while the grown-ups
enjoy tea or coffee and a chat. We have a story at the end
of each session then we all join in singing familiar songs like
The Grand Old Duke of York and The Wheels on the Bus.
Our next session will be
on Wednesday 4 September.
Why not come along and join
us for tea or coffee and the
chance to meet new people
and make new friends?
We very much look
forward to welcoming you.
Fr James McDonald
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Toddler Church at Holy Trinity
The Toddler Church at Holy Trinity has been running for
many years on Thursday mornings in term time. More than
a toddler group, we start with playtime and a chance for
parents, grandparents and carers to have a good catch up
over a coffee then we go into church for a short childfriendly service. Each child has the opportunity to ring the
bell then we gather on the carpet in front of the altar and
light the candles to remind us that Jesus is with us. We
have our own simple prayer, a short Bible story before
singing a few action songs accompanied by percussion
instruments then settle quietly to pray.
Each family has an opportunity for a cuddle with our big red
velvet cushion, reminding us of God’s love for us. We sing
Happy Birthday to anyone who’s celebrating, then blow out the
candles, return to the Trinity Room for some craft activity and,
before we know it, it’s ‘tidy up time’. The children soon gain a
sense that it’s their church and they are welcome, and it’s
amazing how early they can apprehend that worship is
different from playtime. It’s just so lovely for us leaders to join
the little ones in play and to watch them grow.
We’d welcome any who would like to join us.
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood
Buzzy Bees
at St Mary’s
It's always a great joy to see
children play and develop
from babies to school children
at Buzzy Bees.
We’ve had a great outing to
a play park, an outside activity
day for the children to enjoy
water play and bubbles with
plenty of space to move
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around with the toys while this year’s lovely summer
weather provided a grand finale before the summer holidays
We felt very blessed this year to receive a donation from
Hemel Rotary Club as thanks from the President whose
children and grandchildren have been coming to Buzzy
Bees for many years. Their generosity will enable us to add
to our resources.
We’ve an excellent team of helpers and all get great
pleasure providing a relaxing, fun environment for carers
and toddlers.
It's always sad for us to see the children leave to move
on to formal education. However, we have lots of happy
memories – new babies join us as the years go by and we
can all look forward to another exciting new year starting
in September.
Delia, Yvie, Sheila, Ann, Iris and Lilian: St Mary‟s
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CONTACTS
Norma Howie 01923 266 596 - saintskl2@tiscali.co.uk
Benefice Office: Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS
Office hours: Monday 8.00am - 3.30pm, Wednesday 8.00am - 3.30pm
Thursday 12.30 - 3.00pm, Friday 11.30am - 2.30pm
HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
Bedmond Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8LJ

The Rev’d Lizzie Hood - Team Rector
01442 264 860 - lizziehood@aol.com
The Rev’d Maxine Howarth - Assistant Curate
07930 522 868 - curateht@gmail.com

ST. MARY’S, APSLEY END
London Road, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9ST
ST. BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END
Peascroft Road, Bennetts End,
Hemel Hempstead HP3 8EP
ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS

The Rev’d Richard Howlett - Team Vicar
01442 767 738 - revrhowlett@gmail.com
The Rev’d Richard Howlett
Details above
The Rev’d James McDonald - Team Vicar
01923 903 531 - james.a.mcdonald@live.co.uk

BENEFICE NEWSLETTER
Editorial Team: Jean & Mike Chrisp - mikeandjean23@btinternet.com.
Schedule
1 December 2019
1 March 2020
31 May 2020
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Deadlines
17 November 2019
16 February 2020
17 May 2020
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YOUR NEW EDITORIAL TEAM

W

e moved from St Albans to
Hemel Hempstead in 1992,
first briefly to Kings Langley and
then to our home in Nash Mills
where we enjoy views of
Hertfordshire and Middlesex
Wildlife Trust land. With a vista of
ever-changing seasonal colours
and convenient proximity to road
and rail, the location is an ideal
compromise for country girl Jean
and townie Mike.

Becoming editors of the Benefice
Newsletter is a way of spending
time together.

Mike was born in North
London and brought up in the
shadow of Alexandra Palace.
Always fond of making things, he
was fortunate to secure an
apprenticeship with Marconi
Instruments in St Albans. This led
to a teaching career in the
engineering department of what
Born on the other side of
was then St Albans College of
Hertfordshire and then moving to
Further Education, became part
Marlow in Buckinghamshire, Jean
of Oaklands College and is now a
recalls her first experience of
housing estate. Those ten years
‘church’ - afternoon Sunday
provided a wonderful opportunity
School at the Vicarage. Moving to
to contribute to the learning
Takeley, on the borders of Herts
process for many clever young
and Essex, she attended the
people, some not so young and
village church and another local
some, perhaps, not quite so
church with a group of teenagers
clever. Eventually, major
who met socially and then sat in
manufacturers in and around St
the back row during the evening
Albans closed or moved away
service. Well, the cinema was five A first outing on the North London model engineers‟ and everything changed.
miles away! Attending
railway track with a 1:8 scale County Donegal
Chelmsford Tech at the time, she
Charged with setting up a
Railways railcar that Mike built in 2009.
was prepared for confirmation by
computer aided engineering
the Provost of Chelmsford
facility, Mike was presented with
Cathedral and confirmed at Thundersley in Essex. After a
an exciting challenge to keep his grey cells active. The
year nursing at Great Ormond Street Hospital, Jean married
consultant who installed the software to communicate with
Mike at Takeley Church in 1963.
the machines introduced Mike to Ventura, a desktop
publishing package which led to further training and then to
Moving to St Albans and living in the Abbey parish, the
short courses for colleagues to help enhance their learning
Abbey was Jean’s obvious first choice for worship and she
and teaching materials. Little was he to know this would
was an active member of the Young Wives group. Moving
lead seamlessly into his next job.
into the parish of St Peter’s in St Albans she became
involved in everything - Deanery Synod, PCC, Childrens’
Early retirement from teaching in 1992 after twenty-five
Holiday Weeks, learned to ring the bells and organised fund years at college was followed without a break when Mike
raising events for recasting the ten bells.
joined the editorial team of Model Engineer magazine, then
published in Hemel Hempstead. He took over as editor
The next move, to St Peter’s in London Colney, provided when his predecessor retired and was responsible for a
her with opportunities for study and refreshment with a great sixty page technical magazine published fortnightly with a
deal of help from Rev’ds Michael and Jan Beer.
worldwide readership. Happy days!
Joining St Mary’s, Apsley End, Jean was determined to
keep time for reflection but you can’t belong to a church
without helping with the many day-to-day jobs, responsibilities
and fund raising for bells again! Jean is now gradually
stepping back from church rotas to enable her to spend more
time supporting Mike’s involvement with model engineering.

Mike retired on the last day of 2004 to join the legions of
retirees so busy they wonder how they ever found time for
work, but has remained very much involved with model
engineering, photography and publishing.
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Jean & Mike Chrisp, St Mary‟s

PARISH DIARY
(Correct at time of going to press)

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
Sundays
Mondays
2nd Monday
2nd Monday
Tuesdays
3rd Tuesday
Wednesdays
3rd Wednesday
Thursdays
3rd Thursday
Fridays
Saturdays
1st Saturday

8.00am
10.00am
2.00pm
10.00am
7.45pm
9.00am
10.00am
8.00pm
10.00am
2.00pm
2.45pm
10.00am
9.00am
10.00am
3.00 - 5.00pm
8.00pm
7.00pm
9.00am
10.00am
10.00am - 12 noon

Holy Communion - Book of Common Prayer
Holy Communion and Junior Church (Sunday School) - Common Worship
Sewing Group - Meet in Trinity Room
Coming to Stillness - Contemplative Prayer Group
Trinity Readers
Morning Prayer
Music and Meditation, 63 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
Horseshoe Study Group, 61 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
Said Holy Communion
Craft Group
Collective Worship at Leverstock Green School - Term Time only
Mothers Union Corporate Communion
Morning Prayer
Toddlers Church - Term Time only
Friendship Teas in the Trinity Room
Trinity Women’s Group - Meet in the Trinity Room
Choir Practice
Morning Prayer
Coffee Shop in Trinity Room with Traidcraft Stall
Churchyard Gardening Party

10.00am
6.30pm
10.00am - 12 noon
8.00pm
9:30am
9.00am
11.00am
7.30 - 9.30pm
9.00am
9.30am
10.10am
7:30pm
8.00pm
10.00am - 12 noon
10.00am - 12 noon

Holy Communion (Common Worship) and Young Peoples’ Groups
Evening Prayer
Working Party
Bell Ringing Practice
Buzzy Bees Toddler Group - (Term Time)
Holy Communion at Florence Longman House (See weekly Bulletin for dates)
Holy Communion at Water Mill House Care Home (See weekly Bulletin for dates)
Paper Dollies - (WI)
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Study Group (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation)
AA Group
Study Group (Manor Estate)
Working Party
Community Cafe

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END
Sundays
2nd Sunday
Mondays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
4th Wednesday
Thursdays

Fridays
Saturdays

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END
Sundays
Mondays

10.00am
1.00pm - 3.00pm
4.00pm

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Art Club in Church Hall (excluding bank holidays)
Evening Prayer (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation)

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
Church open daily 9.30am - 5.00pm
Sundays

Thursdays

8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
9.30am - 11.00am
7.45pm
7.00pm

Fridays

6.30pm

Tuesdays
Wednesdays

Said Eucharist (Traditional language 1st Sunday of the month)
Family Eucharist and Saints on Sunday
Holy Communion at Friars Mead (usually last Tuesday of the month)
Tiny Tots (Term Time only)
Bell Ringing Practice
All Saints Men’s Group (Usually 3rd Thursday, time varies)
Contact Brian McAdam: 07796 131 291
Adult Choir Practice
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SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS
September
Sunday 1st
Wednesday 11th
Saturday 14th
Friday 20th
Saturday 28th
October
Saturday 5th
Sunday 6th
Saturday 12th
Sunday 13th
Saturday 26th
Sunday 27th
November
Sunday 3rd
Sunday 11th
Wednesday 13th
Saturday 16th

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
3.00pm
7.45pm
7.30pm - 10.30pm
7.30pm
9.30 - 12 noon

Pet Service
Parochial Church Council meeting
Benefice Barn Dance - Tickets from Beverley (Holy Trinity) or Alison Murray (St Benedict’s)
Christian parenting discussion with drinks and pud
The Big Autumn Church Clean

7.30pm
10.00am
3.00pm
10.30am
3.00pm
10.00am - 5.00pm
10.00am
12 noon - 5.00pm
Time tbc

Harvest Concert - Just A Cappella & BURP (Ukulele Band)
Harvest Festival, supporting Christian Aid
Newcomers’ Cream Tea
Benefice 10th Anniversary Service at St Benedicts - NO 10.00am service at Holy Trinity
Children’s Praise
Flower Festival celebrating 170th Anniversary - see page 17
Parish Anniversary Eucharist. President: Bishop Alan
Flower Festival celebrating 170th Anniversary - see page 17
Choral Evensong

3.00pm
10.55am
7.45pm
7.30pm

Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance
Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial
Parochial Church Council meeting
Parish Quiz at Leverstock Green School

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END

September
Saturday 7th
Saturday 14th
Saturday 14th
Sunday 29th
Sunday 29th

5.00pm
9.00am - 5.00pm
7.30pm - 10.30pm
8.30am
10.00am

French cheese, wine and beer - by special invitation of Angela and Roger Witts
Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust Bike ’n’ Hike - see page 16
Benefice Barn Dance - Tickets from Sue Jakeman
Harvest Holy Communion
Harvest Festival All Age Worship - non Eucharistic

October
Sunday 13th
Saturday 26th

10.30am
3.00pm

Benefice 10th Anniversary Service at St Benedict’s - NO 10.00am service at St Mary’s
Organ Recital with Laura Cahillane - tickets £8 to include refreshments - see weekly Bulletin

November
Saturday 16th

10.00am - 1.00pm

Christmas Bazaar - see page 16

December
Saturday 7th: Sunday 8th

Angel Festival see page 9

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END

September
Saturday 7th
Wednesday 11th
Saturday 14th

7.15pm
7.15pm
7.30 - 10.30

Church Bingo and Games Evening - bring board games and nibbles
PCC Meeting - please note changed date from 3rd
Benefice Barn Dance - Tickets from Alison

October
Sunday 6th
Saturday 12th
Sunday 13th

10.00am
5.30pm
10.30am

Harvest Festival - followed by Bring and Share lunch
Rehearsal for Benefice Service
Benefice 10th Anniversary Service at St Benedicts

November
Saturday 9th
Wednesday 20th
Saturday 30th

11.00am - 2.00pm
7.15pm
7.15pm

Autumn Fair
PCC Meeting in the Vicarage
St Andrew’s Quiz and Supper in church

December
Sunday 15th

9.00am

Breakfast with Santa followed at 10.00am by Toy Service
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SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS
ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY

September
Sunday 8th
Saturday 14th
Saturday 14th
Saturday 14th
Tuesday 26th

12.30pm
9.00am - 5.00pm
10.00am
7.30pm - 10.30pm
7.15pm

Pudding Club. Contact Ingrid Allen 01923 268253 - see page 11
Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust Bike ’n’ Hike
Eucharist - Holy Cross Day followed by coffee
Benefice Barn Dance - Tickets from Sue Castle-Henry
Eucharist (PCC) 7.45pm Parochial Church Council meeting

October
Thursdays 3rd,10th,17th
Sunday 6th
Sunday 13th
Friday 18th
Tuesday 22nd

7.45pm
9.30am
10.30am
7.45pm
8.00pm

Fr James talks on ‘All Saints’ followed by drinks and compline
Harvest Festival supporting Christian Aid
Benefice 10th Anniversary Service at St Benedicts NO 9.30 service at All Saints
Taizé Eucharist - St Luke the Apostle followed by fizz and cake
Deanery Synod

November
Saturday 2nd
Sunday 3rd
Sunday 3rd
Sunday 10th

3.00pm
9.30am
12noon
3.00pm

Commemoration of the Departed
Patronal Festival of All Saints
Bring and Share Buffet followed by group work on Mission Action Plan
Remembrance Service

December
Sunday 1st
9.30am
Sunday 1st
5.00pm
Friday 6th - Sunday 8th

Family Eucharist - Advent Sunday
Advent Taizé Service
Christmas Tree Festival see page 8

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BENEFICE OF LANGELEI!

T

his year we mark ten years as a
Benefice of four churches and will
celebrate with a joint Eucharist at
St Benedict's, Bennetts End, on Sunday
13th October at 10.30am. We do hope you
will make every effort to be there and the
church will be packed to overflowing!
The 9.30 / 10am services at the other
three churches will NOT take place that day,
though the 8 o'clocks will, where scheduled.
It has been our custom, since the foundation of the
Benefice in 2009, to worship together twice a year - on Ash
Wednesday and on our Anniversary in October. In addition
to that we worship jointly as a Deanery on Ascension Day.

I think it's good for us all to experience
different styles of worship, to meet with
Christians from other churches, and to
appreciate that we're part of a much bigger
enterprise than just our own little corner of
God's Kingdom!
But what do you think? Is ten years
enough, or shall we continue to celebrate
our anniversary in this way? And will you
support it, or do you have any suggestions
for an alternative?
I'd be very interested to hear your views.
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood (Lizziehood@aol.com)

IT’S YOUR NEWSLETTER!

A

s you can see from this issue, we have much to
celebrate in the Benefice. Please share your pictures
and stories of groups and events during the Autumn.

Please send your words and images separately - it
makes our job so much easier! Please also confirm the
spelling of unusual names, word or terms.

We’d be pleased to include photographs of childrens’
creations made in the Sunday groups as well as their
comments and prayers. Amusing stories are welcome too.

We may edit your contribution to fit the available space
but do our best to retain its original look and feel and are
always happy to help if required.
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E

mbrace the Middle East is a Christian
charity based in Amersham with over
160 years' experience helping people of all
faiths, and none, to free themselves from a
life of poverty and injustice. You may
remember them as Biblelands, the charity’s
previous name.
Those of us that went on the recent
Pilgrimage attended a service in St George’s
Cathedral and heard David from Embrace speak to the
congregation about some of the work they were doing in
Israel and Palestine, the issues arising from the unresolved
conflict and for peace between Israelis and Palestinians.
Embrace are currently working with Christian partners in
Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Israel and Palestine to run hospitals,
clinics, schools, and centres for people with disabilities as well
as projects dealing with refugees, women’s empowerment,
community development and humanitarian relief.
Embrace has a very good website: https://
www.embraceme.org/ where you can read all about the
excellent work they do and the projects that they are
currently involved with, you can download their Faith in
Action document which details their strategy. They also

have a magazine, Embrace, published four
times a year that includes news, updates,
events, prayers, reports, fundraising news
and much more. They offer a Prayer Diary
which is issued twice a year and includes one
prayer prompt for each week. You can use
them in your church services, in prayer
groups, or during private prayer. These can
both be requested or downloaded on the
website. Obviously like all charities they need
financial support and it is very easy to donate to this
worthwhile charity through their website.
Another way that they fundraise is through the Embrace
online shop: https://shop.embraceme.org/ with its excellent
selection of cards and gifts, but I really love their Alternative
Gifts section and encourage you to take a look if you are trying
to buy a gift for that someone who has everything - particularly
The Olive Tree Project we saw first hand in Palestine.
Please take a few minutes to read about this worthy
cause. It really makes a difference: https://
shop.embraceme.org/products/sponsor-an-olive-tree-20
Beverley Burgess

Beverley (Holy Trinity)
Alison (St Benedict’s)
Sue Castle-Henry (All Saints)
Sue Jakeman (St Mary’s)
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NEWS FROM HOLY TRINITY

T

he Rev’d Maxine Howarth was ordained Deacon by the
Bishop of St Albans at St Albans Cathedral on Sunday
30th June. Lizzie, who will be her Training Incumbent, was
there to participate in the service and celebrate with her, as
were many family and friends.
After an afternoon celebration, Maxine and her family
were welcomed to the Benefice with a Songs of Praise

service at Holy Trinity in the evening. The service was
followed by a social, giving members of our churches an
opportunity to meet and chat. Our pictures show Maxine
with the Benefice ministry team and with her family.
We very much look forward to working together in
God's service.
Rev‟d Lizzie Hood

Everyone Welcome
at ST MARY’S CHURCH
Messy Harvest:
Messy Church:
Messy Church:
Messy Christmas:

15th September
20th October
17th November
15th December

3pm to 5:30pm
With lots of activities and games,
informal worship and a baked potato meal
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No.33 - September 2019

Page 9

NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS
tombola - not only did we raise £530 for church funds but
we met with many villagers with whom we were able to
share the good news with our activities at All Saints. Our
photo shows Fr James enjoying a ride on the steam railway
provided by North London Model Engineers.
Forthcoming Events
Our ever-popular quiz is scheduled for Friday, 20th
September at Kings Langley Community Centre. If you’d
like to take part - especially if you’d like to enter a team please contact Brian McAdam on 01923 266 667.
Scottish Country Dancing
Arranged by the Friends of All Saints and hosted by the
Berkhamsted Strathspey and Reel Club, an evening of Scottish
Country Dancing was held 15th March in the Community
Centre, Kings Langley. Around forty people enjoyed Stripping
the Willow, the Gay Gordons and other well known dances
while raising £700 towards our Fabric Fund.

Mens Group
Determined not to let things slide following Rev’d David
Lawson’s retirement last year, the PCC set itself various
challenges to come up with ideas for mission-based
activities. Among these was the promotion of closer links
with the schools in Kings Langley, the creation of a toddlers
group and the formation of a Mens Group. The purpose of
these was to keep All Saints alive in the eyes of not just the
congregation, but the village as a whole.
After gaining support for a new Mens Group, the
inaugural meeting was held on 15th November 2018,
incidentally on the same day that Fr James McDonald was
appointed as our new Team Vicar.

Wine Tasting Evening
Thirty of us enjoyed an evening sampling wine and having
fun in our church hall on 17th May while raising £450 for
church funds.

Since then we have held regular meetings involving
varied activities, including a pre-Christmas meal at The Boot
in Sarratt, ten-pin bowling, an evening at the theatre, a visit
to Tring Brewery, a country walk and archery at Phasels
Wood. Our photo shows fine form from Fr James at the
archery event. Forthcoming events include indoor and
outdoor games and a ‘beer and cheese’ evening.

Kings Langley Carnival
This annual event in Kings Langley’s social calendar has
been enthusiastically supported for many years by
members of All Saints and was held this year on 22nd June.
Members of our fund-raising team ran a very successful
Page 10

This is a group which includes church and nonchurchgoers alike with everyone welcome to come along
and try us out. The one rule is that you must come along
prepared for an evening of fellowship and fun. For further
details please contact Brian McAdam on 07796 131 291 or
b.mcadam1@sky.com
Brian McAdam, All Saints
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No. 33 - September 2019

We were ready with Pimms on ice and food in the fridge.
On arrival, everyone was served Pimms in the hall before
we joined together in the church which was at an
acceptable temperature. Fr. James thanked everyone for
coming and explained how the events were to proceed.

Pudding Club
Determined not to allow the traditional British Pudding to
become extinct, the original Pudding Club was started in
1985 by a small group of dedicated pudding lovers in the
Cotswold Village of Mickleton. On that first meeting the
group met for an evening of indulgence where the stars
included seven delicious puddings that included treacle
sponge and jam roly poly.
Our guests are invited to enjoy a bowl of soup then the
main business of the event takes place where we offer five
puddings – not the traditional seven – and parade them into
the hall. Favourites like Pavlova and summer pudding will
be on offer plus three others.

We sang some of the hymns chosen in advance then
had a break for refreshments and more Pimms for those
who wanted it. Following the break we resumed with Fr.
James, Rachel, Brian and Jill McAdam singing their version
the Cricket Psalm. The evening ended with more rousing
hymns before returning to the heat outside the church.
Thank you all for a lovely entertaining evening.
Ingrid Allen, All Saints

Everyone present is encouraged to try all five puddings
and if, at the end, they have any room left, can come back
for more. Everyone then votes for their favourite.
To book your place at the next All Saints Pudding Club
please email Ingrid: Iruthallen@talktalk.net (limited
numbers for catering purposes). To keep costs down we ask
all attending to bring their own drinks. We will do the rest.
Hymns and Pimms
At the beginning of June, the congregation of All Saints
Church were invited to the vicarage to join Fr. James and
Rachel on Saturday 29th June to celebrate Fr. James 5th
Anniversary of Ordination with ‘Pimm’s and Hymns’ - aka
‘soft drinks and songs’. We were asked to sign up and
request a hymn.
The idea was so successful and the numbers had grown
to such an extent that in mid-June Fr. James decided to
revise the location of the gathering to All Saints Church Hall.
With the temperature reaching 29 ºC on what seemed to
be the hottest day of June and an expected attendance of
forty or more it was thought best to hold the celebrations in
the church which was welcoming and cool.
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No.33 - September 2019
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PETER WARD

P

eter, or John, or Arthur, as we variously
knew him, was a modest man with more
time for deeds than words and whose
Christian faith was so much a part of him that
words were almost superfluous.
Born a village policeman’s son in Tring in
1921, raised in Kings Langley and Codicote,
Peter was a bright boy and won a place at
Alleyne’s Grammar School, education that
was cut short when his father’s job was
transferred to Hemel Hempstead.
He enlisted as a volunteer in WWII after
his parents’ house in Belswains Lane was bombed because,
he said, it seemed safer than staying at home! He became a
very young Squadron Leader and, as Commanding Officer of
a small airstrip on the island of Masirah in the Arabian Sea,
had the runway cleared in the afternoons for cricket.
The engine of his plane, a Hudson, failed on one
occasion. He ditched into the Mediterranean, spent the night
in a life raft, was picked up next day by a destroyer and after
that was put in charge of air-sea rescue in the Eastern
Mediterranean. He spent his war years in Canada, the USA,
India, Sri Lanka and North Africa but, back home in
Hertfordshire, never really wanted to leave it again, except
perhaps for family seaside holidays.
Peter worked at John Dickinson’s for forty three years,
travelled to European conferences as an expert on envelope
sizes, became an authority on the early history of machine
papermaking and on John Dickinson’s factory. He wrote
technical articles and pamphlets, some for the Dacorum
Heritage Trust, books about local history, helped with and

contributed to many others, for many years
wrote monthly local history articles for the
Parish Magazine, 130 of them, and was an
enthusiastic supporter of the Paper Trail
Museum. Recognising his knowledge, when
suitable names were needed for roads in the
new Apsley developments, it was Peter the
council consulted.
Peter married Joan. They had a son,
Tim, and adopted a little girl. Joan’s health
was never very strong, so Peter looked
after her, Tim and me. He was a Sunday
School teacher for many years, President of
the Local History Society, President of the Village Hall,
Clerk to Nash Mills School Governors for forty-nine years
and a church warden for sixteen. He campaigned
successfully for the upgrade of Apsley and is one of the
reasons the bypass goes all the way from Aylesbury to
Hunton Bridge instead of stopping at Two Waters. Imagine
Apsley if the bypass had stopped at Two Waters!
A contented man, he loved his home and community
and gave thanks to God for his existence at the end of
every day. Independent too, but declining memory and
health meant a need for carers and helpers which he
didn’t relish but was grateful for their support, fond of his
carers and didn’t complain. Used to helping others, being
helped himself wasn’t easy for him.
Now at peace, he’s probably busy tending the heavenly
gardens while occasionally letting rip with a line or two of On
The Road To Mandalay to the affectionate amusement of all.
Based on an appreciation by Sally Prue, Peter‟s daughter

SOLO PLUS LUNCH AT ST MARY’S

E

ach month we have a Solo Lunch on the third or fourth
Thursday in St Mary’s refectory. I’ve taken over the
organisation from Jean Chrisp who did this unstintingly for
many years. Self-funded by donations from those who
attend, usually about 10 - 12 of us, the meal usually
consists of two courses served at 12.45pm. We spend
about an hour and a half chatting and catching up over a
tasty meal. There’s certainly never much left over!
I’m very grateful to Sheila Mackie and Viv Hagel who’ve
helped with shopping, preparation and washing up. Others
have made puddings, carried shopping, laid tables, served
and cleared up so Solo Lunches are a real team effort.
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Members of the congregation who live on their own have
always been invited but, as numbers have decreased, our
invitation is extended to others who would like to join us
occasionally for our Solo Plus Lunch. Hopefully, this will
give more opportunity to welcome and get to know new
people and to share the workload.
Melanie and Ralph Henley cooked up a barbecue in
August which was enjoyed by all present. Please let me
know if you’d like to prepare a main course or a pudding, or
simply join us - preferably not all in the same month!
Joy West, St Mary‟s
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ST ALBANS DAY - 22nd JUNE

The Ermine Street Guard

I

t was a lovely sunny day when we gathered at St Peter’s
Church in St Albans with our blue banners and our own
St Mary’s Pilgrim banner to join the procession towards the
Abbey. Giant puppets represented Alban, Amphibalus
whom he saved, the magistrate, guard executioners and
others to complete the story of Britain’s first Saint.
Two enormous eyeballs represented those of Alban’s
executioner and made this impressive event difficult to
explain to anyone present who didn’t know the story. Young
people represented the rose window, monks, Roman
soldiers, lions and chariots with horses.
On reaching the Old Town Hall, we were looking forward
to being sprayed with water to represent the stream which

sprung up to help Alban. Unfortunately, there was no
refreshing drenching as the fire engine scheduled for this
task had been called away to a ‘shout’.
A communion Service at noon was followed by activities in
the Abbey orchard recreating a Roman Fest. They included a
re-enactment of a Roman battle by the Ermine Street Guard,
clay sculpting of a model of the abbey and music by The
Maida Vales and others. There were even opportunities for
‘selfies’ with the giant Alban puppet or even a lion.
If you’d like to see it for yourself, make a note that next
year’s St Albans Day will be on 21st June.
Rosemary Bladon, St Mary‟s

STRAWBERRIES AND CREAM AT ST MARY’S - 6th JULY

W

e were lucky that the day turned fine and sunny and
were pleased to welcome some residents from
Nascent House and a few non-church members to our
Strawberries and Cream tea in the churchyard.
All present - about thirty adults and four children - enjoyed
the sunshine and the conversation as well as the fun and
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games in the churchyard that appeared all to be tried,
tested and approved
Our thanks to those who supplied scones and prepared the
tea. We hope you too had a good time.
Rosemary Bladon, St Mary‟s
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NEWS FROM ST BENEDICT’S
Richard and Katherine then had to hotfoot it to west
London for the wedding rehearsal that same evening of
their daughter, Elizabeth, who was to marry Jack Blair on
27th July at Christ Church, Fulham.
Banke Onabamiro
Sister of Enitan, St Benedict's Churchwarden, Banke was
part of Rev’d David Lawson’s 2017 Confirmation group and
joined group meetings while on holiday in Hemel. On return
to Nigeria, Banke took a letter commending her to her local
parish priest and finished Confirmation preparation there.
Our photograph shows Banke (back row, left) at All Souls
Church, Bodija, Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria. Confirmation by
the Bishop J O Akinfenwa took place on 7th January 2018.
We’re delighted that Banke comes to see us every
summer holiday before returning to Nigeria where she is
now a deputy headteacher.
Rev‟d Richard Howlett
Family show!
On 26th July, Richard officiated at
St Benedict’s first wedding for several
years. Tyler Leyman married Alison
Musson. Tyler and Alison had been
friends at school. Tyler was prepared
for baptism at St Benedict’s when he
came forward to be a Godparent for
some friends and was baptised in
July last year. Tyler and Alison have a
son, Elliot, now three years old, who
was baptised in September 2018.
Alison and Tyler were confirmed
last November and they have been
putting their faith to work since. Tyler, although a full-time
carer for Alison, became the principal tutor at St Benedict’s
Monday afternoon Art Club, while Alison took over as PCC
Secretary, enabling Enitan Onabamiro to step into the role
of Churchwarden after the post had been vacant for a year.
At the beginning of July, the church walls were adorned
with an exhibition of work produced in the club’s first six
weeks by art club members, as part of our celebrations for
the church’s patronal festival. These works were still in
place when Tyler married Alison on Friday 26th July.
The very hot weather thankfully moderated somewhat
after the hottest day on record the previous day when
Richard and the wedding party had sweltered through the
wedding rehearsal. I think you’ll agree that the couple looked
radiant. Special flowers on a white and Cadbury purple
theme were wonderfully put together by Mrs. Winn Penn.

Summer Concert
What seems to be becoming an annual event, St Ben’s
summer concert took place on 10th July. We followed the
successful Christmas sing-song format with ‘The Sitting
Room Singers’ performing the first half and ‘The
Uke.Rythmics U3A’ ukulele group entertaining us for the
remainder of the evening.
A good sized and enthusiastic audience enjoyed a wide
variety of songs from Londonderry Air and O Waly Waly to
The Drunken Sailor and The Riddle Song by way of
country gardens and ripe cherries.
Cheese and wine went down very well at the interval and
the place was abuzz. It is a lovely venue in which to sing
and play and the audience seemed to enjoy themselves as
much as the performers - which is all we could ask.
Bob Day, St Benedicts

Page 14

Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No. 33 - September 2019

Art Club

Under Tyler Leyman’s friendly and expert tutorship, the Art
Club is proving to be greatly appreciated by participants.
Meeting weekly on Monday afternoons in the church hall
1.00 - 3.00pm, new members are welcome.

Our photographs were taken on a recent visit to the hall
and church where much of the work by members of the
group is displayed for all to enjoy.
Further information from Tyler on 07368 419209 or
Rev’d Richard on 01442 767 738.

LIBERTY TEA ROOMS AND COMMUNITY HUB
Dacorum Business Heroes Winner 2018

T

here’s so much more to Liberty Tea Rooms (LTR) than
awesome tea and scrumptious cake! A Christian initiative
in Hemel, it’s a café and a one-stop shop offering excellence,
inclusion and dignity in all they do. It’s the base for Dacorum
Street Pastors, Christians Against Poverty and is a Foodbank
Distribution Centre. Various support networks meet there
including the ‘Forget Me Not Circle’, a dementia support group.
Breakfasts are served 9.30 -11am, light bites between
11am – 3pm, homemade soup, daily specials and cream teas
from 12noon – 3pm and cakes are available all day! Last
orders at 3.40pm. Prices quoted indicate a minimum donation
to cover basic costs. They operate an honesty box payment
system inviting donations of whatever you can afford.
Hopefully, if you enjoyed your visit you’ll be generous!
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Liberty Tea Rooms would be delighted to welcome you as
one of their team of volunteers. Any time you can spare to
cook, bake cakes, welcome customers, wait at table,
administrate or apply for grants would be greatly appreciated. If
you can manage nothing else, next time you need a break from
shopping call in and please support them in prayer.
Kerry-Anne Cooper would be delighted to hear from you on
07828 918833 or ka@libertytearooms.co.uk. For those unable
to respond to their appeal for help, here's another challenge:
Drink Tea And Eat Cake - Often!
Liberty Tea Rooms at 12 Bank Court Hemel Hempstead
are open 9.30am - 4.00pm Tuesday - Saturday. Visit their
website libertytearooms.co.uk
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NEWS FROM NASH MILLS
C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

W

ith the end of another school year, the Nash Mills
Church of England School family has said ‘Bon
Voyage’ to pupils of Year Six, wishing every blessing on
them as they move to their secondary schools.
This year, the school family also said farewell to several
members of staff. One is returning home to Australia and
another to Cambridgeshire. Both will be greatly missed but, as
has often been said: „Once a member of the school family,
always a member of the school family.‟
This year has been filled with many exciting events. The
choir performed at the Mayor’s farewell service and at the
O2 Arena. We have enjoyed outings to the British Library,
Legoland, St Albans Abbey, the stunning Hindu Mandir
Temple in Neasden and Shortenills in Buckinghamshire.
Shortenills is an environmental centre in Chalfont St.
Giles where pupils went pond dipping to collect and
observe some of the interesting inhabitants of an English
pond. They also collected assorted ‘mini-beasts’ including
spiders, woodlice and other creepy-crawlies.
We had visitors from the cultural centre of Japan,
experienced a Victorian seaside and explored Hemel
Hempstead library. The Nicholas Breakspear Catholic
School special educational needs choir taught us to sing
Summer Holiday using British Sign Language.

BEDS AND HERTS HISTORIC
CHURCHES TRUST BIKE’n’HIKE
SATURDAY 14th SEPTEMBER

I

do the ‘Hike’ and plan to visit twenty-one places of worship
in the Deanery of Hemel Hempstead. It’s always interesting
to visit the different churches and meet new people.
Regrettably, now that Adeyfield Free Church has been
demolished, this year I’m short of a church. However, the
passing years have made me realise I can’t add any more
to the eighteen miles or so I already walk.
Paperwork received for this event included the Final
Results by Area of the Sponsored Bike‟n‟Hike 2018. I was
tickled to note the greatest sum raised in Hemel Hempstead
was by St Mary’s, Apsley. That’s me - thanks to your
sponsorship! With Gift Aid the total raised was £1,238 of
which half came to St Mary’s.
I’d like to thank all who have sponsored me in the past
and hope you’ll be willing to do so again. My thanks also to
all who keep St Mary’s and other churches in Hemel
Hempstead open for the day. Apart from the refreshments
and amenities, it’s so much nicer for participants to have
friends to greet them.
Rosemary Bladon, St Mary‟s

To avoid double bookings, please make a note in
your diary now and be sure to tell your friends about

ST MARY’S
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Saturday 16th November
10am – 1pm

Stage set ready for Oliver.

We’ll have most of the usual stalls and, if anyone
has a brainwave, maybe one or two new ones. I’ll
contact Father Christmas and hope to catch him in
time to persuade him to be with us on the day.

Year 6 pupils were brilliant in the end-of-year
performance of Oliver, the musical based on Charles
Dickens’ Oliver Twist, with plenty of references to Victorian
writers and characters from their most famous works.

I shall be pleased to hear from St Mary’s folk who’d
like a job on the day or who have ideas to make
it even better. We’ll have a brief meeting in
September to collate and co-ordinate everything.
Leaflets will need to be to delivered nearer the
time when it will be ‘all hands to the pumps’.

We look forward to the forthcoming school year with all
the challenges it is likely to present.

Rosemary Bladon, St Mary‟s

Sue Jakeman: St Mary‟s
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DEANERY OUTING TO ELY CATHEDRAL - 10th AUGUST

F

ifty two of us joined a coach trip to Ely where we were
met at the cathedral by Rev’d Maxine Howarth and her
family for this year’s annual Deanery outing.
Our tour of the cathedral began with a brief history of the
arrival of Christianity to Ely and the building of a double
monastery for men and women by Etheldreda, daughter of
the King of the East Angles. Abbess for only seven years,
Etheldreda died of a tumour in her neck, was buried in a
simple grave and was succeeded by her sister, Seaxburga
who exhumed her body and moved it into the church.

We dispersed for lunch and to explore Ely before returning
for Evensong sung by a choir from St Bride’s Church in
Ontario, Canada. All participating Deanery members are
grateful to Beverley Burgess and Graham Gibbs for
organizing such an enjoyable and interesting outing.
Deanery Member

Contemporary accounts tell how Etheldreda’s body was
incorrupt and the tumour had been healed. „Her linen clothes
looked fresh as new, and touching them had the effect of
casting out devils, and the wood of her coffin cured blindness‟.
Not surprisingly, Ethedreda was soon acknowledged as a
saint and Ely became a place of pilgrimage, a tradition
recently revived with an annual Pilgrimage on the Saturday
nearest to 23rd June, her Feast Day.
Destroyed by the Vikings in 869, Etheldreda’s church
and monastery remained in ruins until 970 when it was
refounded as a Benedictine abbey for men. Monastic life
continued until the Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1539.
Most of the current cathedral is Norman. We visited the
Lady Chapel, the largest attached to any British cathedral.
Although the stonework is seriously damaged, some of the
decoration in the chapel is still visible. We were invited to
sing in the chapel and discovered its wonderful acoustics.
Ely cathedral has a wonderful collection of stained glass
windows, one by Fredrick Preedey, designer and maker of
the east window in St Mary’s, Apsley.
Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No.33 - September 2019
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CAKES AND BOTTLES AT LEVERSTOCK GREEN

O

n 29th June, on what then seemed to be the hottest
day of the year, Holy Trinity had two stalls at
Leverstock Green C of E Primary School. The Cake Stall
was ‘womaned’ by Jean Saunders and Karen Ball and the
Bottle Stall was manned by three Johns: John May, John
Walker and John Redman. We enjoyed a very busy day and
while not as much was sold as had been in previous years,

we made a very healthy profit towards church funds. Our
thanks to the school for inviting us and organising the
event, to all who donated bottles and made cakes and
sincere thanks to the stall holders who just about survived
the heat!
Gillian Redman, Holy Trinity.

SCRIPTURES COME ALIVE DURING A PRAYERFUL VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND
Part 2 - continued from June 2019

T

he afternoon found us atop the Mount of Olives.
Looking out across the valley there was so much to
take in, from City Walls, graveyards blanketing the sides of
the hill, to Churches too numerous to name, sun shining on
golden domes, grey domes covering amazing shrines and
centuries of history, with only a smattering of greenery
amongst the busy landscape.
We walked down the very steep hillside taking in the many
graves, bare and white without a sign of a flower, just stones
scattered on them to show the grave had been visited.
Dominus Flevit provided stunning views through the
window behind the altar, the simple cross and the thorned
surround reminding us that we were following the road trodden
by Jesus on Palm Sunday. The Garden of Gethsemane
provided us with a vision of olive trees that would have been
there when Jesus was praying the night before his arrest and
where the disciples could not stay awake.
The evening brought an unexpected addition with a visit
to the Knesset and the huge Minora standing proudly in
front of it. We drove through an Ultra-Orthodox area which
was a hive of activity with traditional attire worn by all those
we saw. The Wailing Wall finished the evening. Although
we’d seen it before, it was surprising to find the area still
bustling so late at night.

The Church of St Anne’s is where the Healing Service
was held to start the day. With its quiet, serene ambience,
the Chapel provided calmness for all. Led by Sarah, the
service was delivered with feeling and compassion. Names
brought from home were shared, the opportunity to sing in
the Church wasn’t to be missed and we took our turn
among many who wanted to hear the building’s magnificent
acoustics.

Page 18

Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No. 33 - September 2019

goat to move. The stone hit a pottery jar containing a scroll,
later dated by archaeologists as being from 150 BC. If you
look carefully at the photograph, you can see a hole where
one of the jars and scrolls were found.

The Stations of the Cross took us along the route Jesus
had taken and all the sites were seen, some just rooms off
pathways, others mere items on a wall. The route through
the Souk was crammed with other pilgrims clambering to see
the sights for themselves. We stopped to take time to think
about each station, reading at some along the way. The
Church of the Holy Sepulchre was the final destination. The
courtyard was so full we could barely hear ourselves think, let
alone hear the readings, and when the bells began to ring,
further conversation was prevented for several minutes.
The Church holds the two holiest sites in Christianity: the
place known as Calvary and the empty tomb. The care of
the Church is shared by six Christian denominations none
of which hold the keys that are held by a separate group to
prevent any one making claim to it. The Church is vast and
the heavy smell of incense in the air makes it impossible to
be anything but in awe of the site. Despite the assault on all
the senses, it was a place where an inner calmness could
be found and time to contemplate the journey taken and
sacrifice made by Jesus.

Qumran is where the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered
in the 1940s by a Bedouin boy who threw a stone to get a
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Bleak, but very beautiful, the Site of Masada is at the
southern end of the Dead Sea. The Jewish Zealots who
lived there chose to kill themselves rather than be taken
captive by the Romans.

After the grim story of Masada, a float in the Salt Pans of
the Dead Sea helped lift our spirits.

St Peter in Gallicantu. Peter remembered how Jesus
had said to him “before the cock crows twice, you will deny
me three times”. And he broke down and wept. Can you
imagine how heavy Peter’s heart must have been at that
moment?
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Reflecting on how Peter must have felt, we walked down
to the pit where Jesus would have been lowered after he
had been betrayed and held captive. Dark and alone it’s no
wonder He felt abandoned.

Muhanad had come straight from the Palestinian
Hospital where they had tried in vain to save him. He
wanted to tell us about the JAI because he was determined
to carry on spreading the word about their work to mobilise
churches to influence decision-makers to see the end of
Israeli military occupation and abuse of human rights. We
were humbled by his commitment and passion.

Three sites around Jerusalem claim to be Emmaus. The
beautiful church at Abu Guosh is one of them. The wall
painting was rather disturbing as the faces seem to have
been erased on purpose.

Emotions at a high, they were to be drawn even further
as some of us visited Muhanad Al Qaisy of the Joint
Advocacy Initiative (JAI). He arrived a little late and looked
drawn. His 21 year old neighbour had been shot by an
Israeli soldier that night while wearing a Red Cross T-shirt
as he tended a friend,
Paddling in the Mediterranean, and yes, there’s a very
impressive aqueduct too.
As we prepared for departure, I reflected that friends had
said the Pilgrimage would be moving and memorable. They
were right. Part of this was by visiting places where Jesus
and his disciples had walked, but we were also hugely
moved by the plight of the Palestinians we had met and
their desire for a fair and peaceful future.
Beverley Burgess, Karen Ball and Sheila Ashman
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