Benefice of Langelei
Welcome to our Benefice Newsletter for June 2019
Benefice Mission: “Our Vision is of a community where Christ has been brought to the community and the community
has been brought to Christ. Our Mission as churches in this Benefice area is to maintain sacred spaces
and be flexible, interactive and collaborative with the use of resources.”

SCRIPTURES COME ALIVE DURING A PRAYERFUL VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND

Caesarea

Baptism
Site

Bethlehem

Site of
Dead Sea Scrolls

Pilgims at the Mount of Beatitudes.

T

wenty-five of us from the Benefice, Boxmoor, Croydon,
Northumbria and Bedford made a ten day pilgrimage to
the Holy Land. We all grew in some way during our journey
of wonder, awe, reflection, faith, prayer, learning, sadness,
laughter, horror and surprise.
On Wednesday morning at
the Ron Beach Hotel in Tiberias
we woke to a glorious sunrise
and a view of the Sea of Galilee
with the Golan Heights beyond. It
was here we met our guide Rafi
and coach driver Khalid.
Our first stop was at
Capernaum and the site of
Peter’s House where Jesus

lived at the beginning of his ministry, healing and teaching
in the synagogue. The modern church is built over and
protects the original site.
The floor mosaics at the Church of the Multiplication at
Tabgha, site of the miracle of
the loaves and fish, depict the
local flora and fauna. Near the
altar the mosaic shows the
basket of loaves and two fish.
The rock beneath the altar is
where Jesus is believed to
have blessed them.
On nearby Tabgha beach
we visited the Mensa Christi
Church, the table of Christ



where, after his Resurrection, Jesus made his third
appearance to his disciples and where, standing
unrecognised on the shore, He told them to cast their nets
on the other side, before cooking their breakfast. It is also
where Jesus challenged Peter before commissioning him as
leader of his Church. Some of our pilgrims braved the
murky waters of the lake for a paddle.

Overlooking the tranquil waters of Galilee with birds
singing and the sun glistening on the lake, we celebrated a
Eucharist service led by Lizzie. A very special service, this
was one we’ll not forget.

We visited the octagonal church representing the eight
beatitudes on the Mount of Beatitudes before sailing on a
replica of Jesus’ fishing boat and singing the National Anthem
as the Union flag was raised. When the engines fell silent,
others could be heard singing in the distance. Following our
reading we sang Dear Lord and Father of Mankind which for
many of us was a highlight of the pilgrimage.
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On Thursday we spent an interesting morning in the
Nazareth Village that authentically recreates life while Jesus
grew up with his family. We saw crops and olive groves and
were introduced to volunteers, some tending sheep and
donkeys, others making olive oil in a traditional olive press.
Joseph was demonstrating his woodworking skills and
Hannah her spinning and weaving skills.

The Church of the Annunciation is dedicated to the Virgin
Mary and is built over the house where Jesus’ mother lived
as a girl. Colourful panels adorn the walls of the upper
church.
Continued on page 15
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CONTACTS
Norma Howie 01923 266 596 - saintskl2@tiscali.co.uk
Benefice Office: Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS
Office hours: Monday 8.00am - 3.30pm, Wednesday 8.00am - 3.30pm
Thursday 12.30 - 3.00pm, Friday 11.30am - 2.30pm
HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
Bedmond Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8LJ

The Rev’d Lizzie Hood - Team Rector
01442 254 860 - lizziehood@aol.com
The Rev’d Hitesh Dodhia - Permission to Officiate
07546 033 740 - hitesh@beneficeoflangelei.org.uk

ST. MARY’S, APSLEY END
London Road, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9ST
ST. BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END
Peascroft Road, Bennetts End,
Hemel Hempstead HP3 8EP
ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS

The Rev’d Richard Howlett - Team Vicar
01442 767 738 - revrhowlett@gmail.com
The Rev’d Richard Howlett
Details above

The Rev’d James McDonald - Team Vicar
01923 903 531 - james.a.mcdonald@live.co.uk

BENEFICE NEWSLETTER
Editorial Team: Jean & Mike Chrisp - mikeandjean23@btinternet.com.
Schedule
1 September 2019
1 December 2019
1 March 2020
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Deadlines
18 August 2019
17 November 2019
16 February 2020
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NEWS FROM ST MARY’S

F

Saturday and the procession into church behind the
Pastoral Candle.

Many thanks to Joy West who with her team organized
our Lent Lunch this year, the proceeds of which will be used
to support Cancer Research, our chosen Charity of the Year.

Our Easter Day Service at 10am was not as well
attended as normal, maybe due to school holidays, but it
was a joyful time as we welcomed the risen Lord. On Easter
Monday some of us walked to St Albans on a perfect spring
day. See page 10.

our separate Groups met during Lent to discuss The
Way Forward on Welcome. The findings from these
groups have been coordinated, and will be displayed for all to
digest before holding an open meeting in June. See page 9.

As I write this, plans are being made for our Thy Kingdom
Come event taking place between 30 May - 9 June. There
will be a Night of Prayer, a time of peace and contemplation,
on Friday 31 May. As last year we will also be going to
Apsley station on Monday 3 June to welcome and talk with
those returning home after a day’s work in London, Harrow
or Watford. On Sunday 9 June there will be a Beacon
Celebration at the Cathedral as Christians from across the
region will join together to worship and pray that people will
come to know Jesus Christ.
Our Holy Week services started again at Florence
Longman House in Apsley where a few of us gathered with
some of the
residents for the
Blessing of our
Palms before
walking, singing
along the road to
church for our main
Palm Sunday
service.
On the same
day at 3pm we
welcomed the
Mayor of Dacorum,
Rosie Sutton, for a
Civic Service to
mark the end of
her year in office.
This was followed
by a reception in the
Refectory with a splendid
cake and sandwiches
which we all enjoyed.
Holy Week continued
with services at either
St Mary’s or St Benedict’s
for the rest of the week
including lighting of the
Easter fire at dusk on Holy
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Some of us will be off again to St Albans 22 June for the
annual pilgrimage to mark St Albans Day. See page 14.
Then on 6 July, weather permitting, the Fund Raising group
will be holding a Strawberries and Cream Tea in the
churchyard. See page 9.
Peter Bladon, St Mary’s

O

n Saturday 30 March we held a quiz night at Nash
Mills Church of England School. A wonderful evening
was enjoyed by all present. Unfortunately Odette and Adam
Morley were unable to attend so Dan Shirley stepped in at
the last moment to host the evening as our Quiz Master.
The interesting questions were often a challenging mix,
even for super brains. We also had Lego look alike and
Dingbat rounds which were great fun. The evening finished
with a couple of games and a raffle. We raised £214, of
which some will go to Cancer Research, our chosen charity
for the year, and the rest to
our church funds.
Many thanks to everyone
who came, to Odette and
Adam for setting the
questions, to Dan for being
our jovial Quiz Master and
to Rosemary and Peter for
helping me to set up.
Vivian Hagel, St Mary’s
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PARISH DIARY
(Correct at time of going to press)

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
Sundays
Mondays
2nd Monday
2nd Monday
Tuesdays
2nd Tuesday
3rd Tuesday
Wednesdays
3rd Wednesday
Thursdays
3rd Thursday
Fridays
Saturdays
1st Saturday

8.00am
10.00am
2.00pm
10.00am
7.45pm
9.00am
7.30pm
10.00am
8.00pm
10.00am
2.00pm
2.45pm
10.00am
9.00am
10.00am
3.00 - 5.00pm
8.00pm
7.00pm
9.00am
10.00am
10.00am - 12 noon

Holy Communion - Book of Common Prayer
Holy Communion and Junior Church (Sunday School)
Sewing Group - Meet in Trinity Room
Coming to Stillness - Contemplative Prayer Group
Trinity Readers
Morning Prayer
Trinity Men’s Group
Music and Meditation, 63 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
Horseshoe Study Group, 61 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
Said Holy Communion
Craft Group
Collective Worship at Leverstock Green School - Term Time only
Mothers Union Corporate Communion
Morning Prayer
Toddlers Church - Term Time only
Friendship Teas in the Trinity Room
Trinity Women’s Group - Meet in the Trinity Room
Choir Practice
Morning Prayer
Coffee Shop in Trinity Room with Traidcraft Stall
Churchyard Gardening Party

10.00am
6.30pm
10.00am - 12 noon
8.00pm
9:30am
9.00am
11.00am
7.30 - 9.30pm
9.00am
9.30am
10.10am
7:30pm
8.00pm
10.00am - 12 noon
10.00am - 12 noon

Holy Communion (Common Worship) and Young Peoples’ Groups
Evening Prayer
Working Party
Bell Ringing Practice
Buzzy Bees Toddler Group - (Term Time)
Holy Communion at Florence Longman House (Monthly - see weekly Bulletin for dates)
Holy Communion at Water Mill House Care Home (Monthly - see weekly Bulletin for dates)
Paper Dollies - (WI)
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Study Group (See weekly Bulletin for confirmation)
AA Group
Study Group (Manor Estate)
Working Party
Community Cafe

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END
Sundays
2nd Sunday
Mondays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
4th Wednesday
Thursdays

Fridays
Saturdays

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END
Sundays
Mondays

10.00am
1.00 - 3.00pm
4.00pm

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Art Club in Church Hall (excluding bank holidays) - see page 12
Evening Prayer (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation)

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
Church open daily 9.30am - 5.00pm
Sundays

Thursdays

8.00am
9.30am
9.30 - 11.00am
7.45pm
7.00pm

Fridays

6.30pm

Wednesdays

Said Eucharist (Traditional language 1st Sunday of the month)
Family Eucharist and Saints on Sunday
Tiny Tots (Term Time only) - see page 13
Bell Ringing Practice
All Saints Men’s Group (Usually 3rd Sunday, time varies)
Contact Brian McAdam: 077960 131 291
Adult Choir Practice
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SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS
HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN
June
Sunday 9th
Saturday 22nd
Thursday 27th
Saturday 29th
Sunday 30th

12 noon
7.30pm
1.00 - 3.00pm
11.15am
6.30pm

Pentecost Barbecue in the churchyard with Gentle Jazz music
Albantide celebrations - see page 14
Team Council in the Trinity Room
Leverstock Green School Fair
Ordination of Maxine Howarth as Deacon, St Albans Cathedral
Songs of Praise and Social to welcome Maxine as Curate

July
Monday 1st
Saturday 13th
Wednesday 17th
Sunday 21st
Monday 22nd
Wednesday 24th

7.30pm
2.00pm
7.45pm
3.00pm
10.00am
7.00pm

Baptism information evening
Leverstock Green Village Fete
Parochial Church Council meeting
Children's Praise
Leverstock Green School Leavers' service in church
C2 Safeguarding Training in church

August
Sunday 4th
Sunday 18th
Saturday 31st

12 noon - 5.00pm
3.00 - 5.00pm
10.00am - 4.00pm

Parochial Church Council Away Day
Strawberry Tea at 5 Pancake Lane (Trinity Room if wet)
Benefice Quiet Day at St Paul’s Church, Chipperfield - see page 11

Sept
Sunday 1st

3.00pm

June
Monday 3rd - Sunday 9th
Sunday 9th
Sunday 30th
3.00pm
Saturday 15th
10.00am - 12 noon
Saturday 22nd
July
Saturday 6th

Pet Service

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END
Thy Kingdom Come (See weekly Bulletin for details)
Thy Kingdom Come - Beacon Celebration at the Cathedral
Messy Church Summer Party
Post Easter Joint Lent Group - The Way Forward - see page 9
Albantide Celebrations - see page 14

Friday 19th

10.00am
11.00am
3.00 - 5.00pm
9.30am

Baptism Visitors’ meeting in the vestry
Baptism Instruction for families
Strawberry Tea - see page 9
Nash Mills Church of England School - Leaving Service

August
Saturday 31st

10.00am - 4.00pm

Benefice Quiet Day at St Paul’s Church, Chipperfield - see page 11

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END

June
Friday 7th
Saturday 8th
Monday 10th

3.00pm

Thy Kingdom Come
Thy Kingdom Come
Lent Group feedback and discussion - The Way Forward - see page 9

July
Sunday 7th
Wednesday 10th

10.00am
7.45pm

Patronal Service and Barbecue
Sitting Room Singers and Uke.Rythmics Ukulele Concert - see page 13

August
Saturday 31st

10.00am - 4.00pm

Benefice Quiet Day at St Paul’s Church, Chipperfield - see page 11
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ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY
June
Wednesday 19th
Saturday 22nd
Saturday 29th
July
Saturday 6th
Thursday 25th
August
Saturday 31st

8.00pm
12.30pm
5.00pm - 7.00pm

Eucharist, Eve of Corpus Christi. Followed by fizz and cake
Kings Langley Carnival
Pimms and Hymns at the Vicarage. Sign up sheet at All Saints

11am - 12 noon
7.15pm
7.45pm

Baptism Preparation
Eucharist James, Apostle
PCC

10.00am - 4.00pm

Benefice Quiet Day at St Paul’s Church, Chipperfield - see page 11

PALM SUNDAY AND EASTER ACTIVITIES AT ST BENEDICTS
St Benedicts Easter Trail 2019
St Benedict’s and St Mary’s Schools Event

T

his year four schools signed up for our Easter Trail:
Chambersbury, Belswains, Reddings and Lime Walk,
each of which brought classes from years 1 or 2.
The children were put into six groups of four, five or six
for each session. Following a welcome by Richard involving
a description of Jesus washing his disciples feet – it’s as if
your head teacher were to polish all of your shoes in turn –
the children with their teachers or parent helpers proceeded
to each of six Stations in turn.
1. Silver coins: would you betray your best friend for money?
2. Jesus Prays: not my will but your will. It’s very
important that what we do is firmly based in prayer and
hence directed by God.
3. Peter denies: Peter was chosen to be The Rock on which
I build my Church yet at the crucial moment of Jesus’ arrest his
courage failed him. After the resurrection he was forgiven and
re-instated. We will always be forgiven by God when we say
sorry. That’s why Jesus went obediently to the cross.
4. Thorns and a purple robe: the soldiers mocked
Jesus the King. Don’t be tempted to bully.
5. The cross: Jesus had to die a painful death. It was for us.
6. The nails: the noise of the nails being hammered in
leaves a lasting impression!
After this all the children came together to Stations 7 and
8, the tomb and the empty tomb where Richard explained
about the resurrection and how exciting and important it is.

This wonderful opportunity to explain the importance of
Holy Week and Easter to the adults and children alike
further cemented our relationships with the schools and our
community. It also led to an unexpectedly high attendance
at our Easter communion and egg hunt.
Thanks and well done to all involved in this key event.
Bob Day, St Benedict’s

T

his year, with all the children on holiday from school
during Holy Week, St. Benedict’s held two morning
activities. Both days began by decorating Easter egg name
badges. We then answered
the question Why Easter
Eggs?
On Monday we had the
P a l m S u n d a y s t o ry ,
colouring activities, waved
palms and pinned the tail on the donkey followed by various
other craft activities including making crosses and painting
butterflies. We sat on the floor around a low table,
celebrated the Last Supper by sharing Ribena and biscuits
and looked at the tomb.
On Wednesday we spent more time on Easter activities,
made Easter gardens for the children to take home and made
pictures of Jesus praying in the garden. We also did some
more paintings, made crosses and shared the Last Supper.
All the children and adults had fun together while getting
to know each other and learning more about the real
meaning of Easter.
Rev’d Carole Camp, St Benedict’s
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ARRIVAL!

D

ear friends,

What a wonderful welcome Rachel and I have had into
the Langelei Team! A huge thank you to everyone who came
to support us 4 March and who have been so kind and
supportive over the first few weeks – not just at Kings Langley
but across the Team. We feel very blessed to be here.
We are both very much enjoying getting to know our new
home in Kings Langley and have joined All Saints choir and
bell ringers. I’m enjoying getting into my ministry and it has
been a busy first few weeks! During Lent I offered a service of
Celtic Evening Prayer on Thursday evenings with talks on
different Celtic saints. It was great to be able to try something
new and to see the positive response, welcoming new people
and fellow Christians from other churches in Kings Langley.
It was a joy to celebrate my first Holy Week here and
especially to admit four of our younger members to
communion on Easter Day - see page 12. Outside the church
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walls I’ve enjoyed getting to know Kings Langley School,
visiting people, including Baptism families and wedding
couples, and generally being out and about in the village
meeting people – and making the most of the coffee shops!
It’s interesting to learn the characteristics of this new
setting. People in this area are settled and rooted but also
friendly and open. There is a feeling of community, a
characteristic which our churches model and reflect to the
wider community as the Body of Christ. Looking ahead I
hope to support that community-feel of parish and church
with some new projects.
The first of these will be a new Tiny Tots group starting
at All Saints 5 June, 9.30am-11am - see page 13. An
exciting start! We look forward to seeing where the God
who is community will lead us next.
Every blessing
Fr. James McDonald
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK IN KINGS LANGLEY

A

t our celebratory 50th Anniversary Service last year,
our distinguished guest preacher, Rowan Williams,
eloquently expounded the theological basis for the work of
Christian Aid in a profound and thought-provoking address.
He spoke of what a visionary glimpse of how the Kingdom
of God on earth might look like.
This year, at the united service to launch Christian Aid Week
held in the Methodist Church, Jenny Ayres, Head of Christian
Aid in South East England, gave us a living picture of what that
Kingdom looked like in a particular part of Sierra Leone where
ten women die daily in giving birth and how the joint work of
Christian Aid and its partner there has given new life and hope
to that community by setting up health centres and by training
midwives. We learned, by way of encouragement, that the
money raised by our house to house collectors in Kings
Langley over the past five years would notionally have funded
three such health centres, staffed by trained midwives.
Although Jenny has never visited Sierra Leone, with the
help of Christian Aid videos she spoke with such passion
and warmth that she vividly created a real sense of
involvement in this human drama.
We are not unique in Kings Langley in suspending our
usual morning services in each participating church and
coming together in a united act of worship and witness
embracing Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, Catholic and Quaker
partners in responding to the needs of God’s children
worldwide. But we think it is gloriously unusual when the
denominational barriers come down in a shared mission.
We also welcomed our MP, Mike Penning - a good
friend and staunch supporter.
In the commissioning prayer at the conclusion of the
service, the metaphor which resonates in the memory was

The post Easter joint Lent group meeting about
The Way Forward on Welcome
will be held at St Mary’s church on
Saturday 15 June 10.00am - 12.00 noon
Findings from our very successful discussion groups
will be posted on the board for all to digest
Anybody interested is very welcome to join this group
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the prayer that we might all become ‘Midwives of Hope’.
Amen to that.
After this inspirational act of worship, many of us adjourned
for an informal coffee and chat and a good number stayed with
us to hear from Jenny talk about her recent visit to Myanmar.
She made us aware of the complexities of the situation there,
the sufferings of the persecuted Rohingya minority and of the
efforts by Christian Aid to heal and reconcile in that tragically
divided country. One of the limited opportunities open to these
oppressed and isolated people is the making and sale of
painted dolls, weighted so that, whenever they are knocked
over, they bounce back upright - a visual metaphor for their
resilience. Jenny gave us the chance to put this to the test.
After a morning packed with memorable and moving
moments, we were ready to enjoy a delicious buffet lunch. The
offerings made in the course of the service, together with lunch
donations, raised nearly £500 for the work of Christian Aid.
So, in accordance with the hymn which we sang earlier,
we went out with joy in our hearts and lots of clapping.
Jenny had served us wonderfully well throughout her visit.
The mountains (?) and the hills would be tackled by the
collectors later in the week.
Harold Taylor, All Saints Kings Langley

Strawberries and Cream
Afternoon Tea
with Fun & Games
Saturday 6th July

3 - 5pm in St Mary’s Churchyard
Everyone Welcome
Contact Rosemary
01442 257 108
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E

aster Monday dawned bright and
sunny and the smell of bacon wafted
out of the kitchen at Holy Trinity. This was
the first stopping point for walkers from
St Mary’s and St Benedict’s who met up
with six intrepid walkers (and their dog)
from Leverstock Green for the Easter
Monday Pilgrimage. The Social
Committee excelled themselves providing
bacon butties and hot cross buns before a
reading from the story of The Road to
Emmaus and a prayer of blessing from
Rev’d Lizzie set the group off on their way.

Pilgrims from Holy Trinity, St. Benedict’s and St. Mary’s

After previous years of heavy rain it was wonderful to be
able to stride along Bedmond Road in bright sunshine, with
sunglasses, the only accessories needed. In under an hour the
group were stopping again at the Bedmond Tin Church where
drinks and biscuits were on offer for all Pilgrims passing
through. Suitably refreshed, the pilgrims set off along Bedmond
Lane and underneath the M1 before turning along Potters
Crouch Lane with their feet firmly headed towards St Albans.
As they struck out across the fields towards King Harry
Lane the flag on top of the Cathedral was clearly in sight and
provided a focus for the final miles, down the footpath
alongside the remains of the Roman Walls and through the
park before the final climb up through the Abbey orchard
where they sat to rest their weary feet and picnic before lining
up to process into the Cathedral for the joyous songs of the
Pilgrimage Eucharist. Here walkers were joined by fellow
parishioners who had driven to take part in the service (and
who provided a welcome lift back home afterwards).
We are lucky that we are closer to St Albans than many
other parishes in the diocese and our Pilgrimage is a gentle
stroll of a few hours, rather than the two day route-march
endured by Pilgrims from Biggleswade (who nevertheless
continue to make the journey every year). Doing this
symbolic walk as part of our Easter celebrations is a joyous
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and wonderful thing. Why not join us in
2020? The Easter Pilgrimage will be on
Monday 13 April. #StAlbansEMP
Ruth Carl, Holy Trinity

W

hat a lovely surprise with the
weather - such a contrast from
last year! Wow! Seventeen breakfasts
cooked and enjoyed and the kitchen
cleared. What a fantastic way to start
our pilgrimage to St. Albans. This was

Pilgrims from All Saints

the first Easter Monday Pilrgimage for some in our party
while some of us are becoming seasoned walkers.
About two miles into the journey we were able to
introduce Fr. James McDonald to the Tin Church at
Bedmond for a warm and friendly welcome. Youngsters in
the group enjoyed playing with the set of Noah’s Ark toys
they found in a corner of the church while the adults
enjoyed the flowers and tea or coffee. The Easter Tomb is
by the car park for all to see and on the next leg of the walk
there was plenty for the youngest walkers to see.
We arrived in St Albans, had lunch and were able
exchange greetings with other pilgrims who had travelled from
near and far. Congratulations to our youngsters for completing
the walk. Did they realise they had walked over seven miles?
On arrival in the Cathedral it was lovely to see so many dogs
that had also completed the journey with their owners.
This year the Cathedral celebrated its 75th Easter
Monday Pilgrimage. Will you be joining us next year when
they celebrate their 76th Pilgrimage event? Save the date
now - Monday 13 April 2020.
Ingrid Allen, Church Warden All Saints
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T

he weather warmed up over Easter and Monday was
a lovely day for our Pilgrimage to St Albans - bright
and sunny as we left St Mary’s and warming during the
day without becoming too hot. Five of us walked to Holy
Trinity where we were joined by another member and
were all ‘fed and watered’ with delicious bacon baps, hot
cross buns and tea, coffee or juice, so our thanks again
to the ladies there.
Joined by eight more people and one dog, after a
reading and prayers from Rev’d Lizzie, the obligatory
photos were taken outside the church door and we set off
along Bedmond Road. Last year’s photograph was taken
under the bridge en route with umbrellas up. This year we
didn’t even need our jackets!

Bluebells flanking the road and in the woods looked and
smelled lovely and, as we crossed the bridge over the old
M10, we met up with the Cutmore family - Simon was vicar
at Holy Trinity before Lizzie. It was good to see them all.
We had our lunch in the orchard at the abbey then
processed in for the 3pm service. After Communion and
finishing with Thine Be The Glory, as is tradition, we left the
Abbey and were glad of the two friends from church who’d
driven to join us at the service and took us all home.
As always, we enjoyed ourselves and hope others did
too. It’s so much nicer when it’s fine. Maybe you’d like to
join us next year. Easter Monday will be on 13 April 2020.
Rosemary Bladon, St Mary’s

BENEFICE QUIET DAY

Saturday 31st August 2019 10am - 4pm at St Paul's Church, Chipperfield

T

imes away from home and the parish are often times of
growth and there is evidence that quiet days, retreats
and pilgrimages have a real impact on our spiritual journey.
We can't all get away for weekends or longer periods, so
for many years the Benefice has arranged a one day ‘retreat’
at Douai Abbey. This has become a very special place to
many of us, but we realise that it’s a long journey which may
be a deterrent for some.

So this year we have decided to go ‘away’ nearer home to
the lovely parish room at Chipperfield with the potential for
walks in the surrounding woodland. The day will be led by
Mary Salter, a licensed Lay Reader in Ware.
Norma will be taking bookings from the end of June and
further details will be available then. In the meantime, do
consider whether this is something you might like to try.
Rev’d Lizzie Hood
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NEW ART CLUB AT ST BENEDICT’S CHURCH HALL

M

onday 13 May marked the
start of National Mental
Health Awareness Week. As
part of supporting that initiative,
St Benedict’s church applied for
a grant from the Hertfordshire
Locality Budget. We were very
grateful to Cllr Tina Howard’s
support for a grant which made
it possible.

Art is one of the things that
can release great joy and energy
and is recognized as having a
part to play in healing and
contentment. Some GP
surgeries are now issuing
patients with social prescriptions
including art clubs to help them
towards better health.

St Benedict’s church want to see their buildings - which
celebrated their 60th year last year - well used in the
service of God and the Community of Bennett’s End, as
was envisaged when they were opened. It was a real joy to
see this art club start up in the hall on 13 May with twelve
people from the wider community attending. Please note
the 1.00 - 3.00pm revised timing for future meetings.

I believe God, as creator, has placed creativity within
each of us, and I am grateful to Tyler Leyman and all the
folk here at St Benedict’s for their help and support in
putting this on. The club is set to run initially for six months,
after which its future will be reviewed.
Contact Tyler on 07368 419 209 for information.
Rev’d Richard Howlett

FIRST COMMUNION

T

his year seven children
from the benefice have
been prepared to receive
Communion before
Confirmation: Laurence Blyth,
Rachel Cooksey and Lottie
Hurrell from Holy Trinity and
Isabelle and Emily Smith and
Ophelia and Micah Gritten
from All Saints.
The children enjoyed a
preparation day together led by Fr. James, Rev’d. Lizzie
and Davinia Leggett and were admitted in their respective
churches on Easter Day. Lottie was also Baptised. But
enough introduction from me, let’s hear from the children
about their experience!
Ophelia said: I really enjoyed the preparation day and
meeting other children from across the Benefice. Micah said
My favourite part of the day was the section around the
prayer stations. They learned a lot about the Eucharist and
enjoyed their first Communion. It was a lovely service and
the Church was filled with people. Isabelle and Emily both
said they really enjoyed the day and meeting the other
children. Being admitted on Easter Day made us feel extra
special and a cake iced with their names was a lovely
surprise and again added to the day.

Lottie also enjoyed the
preparation day: We had fun
and learned about the red wine
representing Jesus' blood and
the bread representing his
body. Lottie also really liked
being baptised on Easter
Sunday because it's a special
day in church and lots of
people gave me presents
which was really kind!
Rachel said: The preparation class was really fun and I
learned a lot from Lizzie, Father James and Davinia. I was a
little bit nervous to have Communion for the first time but it
felt so special to have my family and Godparents all at
church that day.
Last but by no means least, Laurence also thoroughly
enjoyed his communion prep day. I especially enjoyed being
Jesus in the play and making a prayer area in Lizzie’s garden. I
thought it was wonderful to see the church so full on Easter Day
and to receive Communion for the first time, but the best part of
the morning was the Easter egg hunt in the churchyard after.
Well done to all the children and welcome to Communion!
Thank you to Davinia and to our wonderful cake makers.
Fr. James McDonald
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APSLEY AND KINGS LANGLEY RINGERS

D

uring the last month
there have been three
extra ringing activities at
St Mary’s.
At the Mayor’s request we
rang before the Civic Service
on Palm Sunday.

event involved the Apsley
ringers in providing
sandwiches, cakes and tea
for over sixty people.
Brian Watson, St Mary’s

O

n Tuesday 5 March
2019, a quarter peal of
1260 Grandsire Triples was
rung in 43 minutes at All
Saints to welcome Fr James
and Rachel McDonald to the
Benefice.

Following the fire at Notre
Dame, the Archbishops
Apsley Striking Competition Team 2019. L-R: Sue & Nick Gill,
requested that bells be rung
Deirdre Watson, Sue Bassett, Brian Watson, Geoff Fielding.
on Maundy Thursday at
7.00pm to show solidarity with
the French. Specifically the request was for a bell to be tolled
for seven minutes but at many churches, including Apsley, all
the bells were rung at 7.00pm. We rang for about fifteen
Treble: Sue Gill
minutes. The ringers were Anne Heywood, Brian Wason,
Second: Cathy Walwyn
Deirdre Watson, Geoff Fielding, Kevin Feaviour, Penny
Third: Sandra G Jackson
Watson and Susan Rivett.
Fourth: Nicky J Smith
Fifth: Penny Watson
On Saturday, 11 May we hosted the monthly meeting of
Sixth: Brian Crawley
the Western District of the Hertford County Assocation. This
Seventh: Brian C Watson (Conductor)
included the annual striking competition which took place
Tenor (11 - 2 - 8 in G): Sue Bassett
after the service. Eight teams entered and Redbourn were
placed first, Apsley second and Kings Langley third. This
Sue Bassett, All Saints
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EDITORIAL

I

t’s important to begin these notes with grateful thanks to
Odette Morley for her work with the Benefice Newsletter
while looking after a young family and coping with a
demanding job. We’re sure you’ll join us in wishing her,
Adam and their children Emily and Emmett many happy
years of fulfillment at work and in their new home.
You may have noticed a new look to this Newsletter. We
very much hope you like what you see, will let us know about
anything you don’t like and other changes you’d prefer.
We depend upon your contributions for an interesting and
lively Newsletter and would love to hear from you, including
contributions from some of our youngest readers. Please send
words and images as separate files and keep an eye on
publication deadlines. (See page 3).
Our apologies to those who sent copy for this issue for
which we’ve run out of space. Please be assured we’re holding
it for future use.
More about us in the next Newsletter, space permitting,
meanwhile we hope you’ve enjoyed this one.
Jean & Mike Chrisp, St Mary’s
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ST ABANS DAY SATURDAY 22 JUNE

T

his year the annual pilgrimage will be celebrated on
the day itself. It also marks a very important day in the
life of our Cathedral and Abbey Church for, after two
years, the new Welcome Centre and Exhibition Alban,
Britain’s First Saint will be officially open to the public.
It is a very moving and important event in our Christian
year. Having participated for many years, it has grown into
a time of meeting Christians from both the Diocese and
further afield. Gathering at 10.30am at St Peter’s Church
and leaving at 11am, we process to the Cathedral with the
giant puppets representing St Alban and other characters
involved in his arrest and death .
The Festival Eucharist takes place at 12 noon. This year the
preacher will be the Very Rev’d Dr David Ison, Dean of St
Paul’s Cathedral. Solemn Evensong is at 4pm at which the only
known relic of St Alban in its silver casket is placed on the altar.
In addition to the wonderful Pilgrimage services and
events, the Cathedral will also host the first Alban Fest! taking
place in the Abbey Orchard between 12 noon - 6pm. For
more information please visit www.stalbanscathedral.org.
Peter Bladon, St Mary’s

Benefice of Langelei Newsletter No. 32 - June 2019

Continued from page 2

A beautiful mosaic above the altar at the Church of the
Transfiguration at Mount Tabor depicts the Transfiguration.
With magnificent views across this beautiful land, pilgrims
once had to climb 4300 steps to reach the summit.
On Friday we left Tiberias and Galilee to travel south on a
road that crossed and ran adjacent to the River Jordan. The
landscape changed from lush green and fertile to arid desert
with mountains on one side. It was here we saw the first of the
armed check-points at the barbed-wire border with Jordan.

We had a reading and renewed our baptism vows at the
River Jordan baptism site, crossed our foreheads with water
from the Jordan and watched others having a fully
immersed baptism.
More than 250 metres below sea level, Jericho is the
oldest and the lowest city on Earth. Rafi told us fascinating
stories of the area as we continued to Jerusalem.
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Off the beaten track at Wadi Qelt, a deep gorge in the
Judean Desert, we saw the most incredible views:
shepherds with their sheep and the cliff face dotted with
caves and recesses that have given shelter to travellers and
hermits for many centuries.
The Monastery of St George is carved into the rock with
a garden of olive and cypress trees and is reputed to be one
of the most amazing sights of the Holy Land. On arrival at
the Golden Walls hotel in Jerusalem, some took the
opportunity to rest while others ventured into the Old City
and a visit through the souk to the Western Wall.

We saw fully bearded Orthodox Jewish men dressed in
black with large hats. Jewish women were in a separate
section of the wall, bowing their heads as they read and
prayed from the Torah. This is where, down the ages, Jews
have mourned the destruction of the Temple, their anguish
giving the wall its other name: the Wailing Wall.
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Bethlehem proved to be a bustling location arrived at via
narrow, winding streets. The Door of Humility is now at a size
whereby anyone entering must bow down. Sheer numbers at
the site meant most of us were unable to see the Grotto,
although one canny member of our group tagged onto another
group and was lucky enough to see it. The overcrowded site
left some feeling less than awe struck and saddened by the
‘bling’ effect that has clearly filled the site.

Sadly lacking a tent, the Tent of Nations was our lunch
destination followed by an informative talk by Daoud
Nassar. In a rare situation of having written proof of land
ownership, the government still make the locals’ daily lives
hell with neither running water nor electricity, yet across the
valley are settlements with all modern facilities. Unlike so
many other Palestinians, Daoud refuses to let his family be
ousted and takes the challenge head on. We had to walk to
the site as the road was blocked to prevent the state from
rolling in with heavy machinery and claiming the land.
Page 16

It’s impossible to imagine how people can live with this
40 metre high monstrosity permanently in plain view. We
visited Claire Anastas who runs a gift shop and guest
house. Once part of an open street where her family lived
along the same road, her property is surrounded on three
sides by the wall which now cuts them off from relatives. No
more popping over the road to see your parents now, it
takes check points and 2 hours to travel less than 100
yards. Messages, slogans and graffiti adorn the wall
showing a history of persecution along with peoples’ views
from around the world.

Following such a harrowing day we were delighted to
have a visit from Richard Sewell, Dean of St George’s
College, Jerusalem. His talk concerned the diocese which
covers several neighbouring countries. We walked to St
George’s Cathedral for the Sunday morning service, a small
piece of home in this troubled land.
Beverley Burgess, Karen Ball and Sheila Ashman
To be continued but please note the
full article is available on the Benefice Website.
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