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Benefice Mission: “Our Vision is of a community where Christ has been brought to the community and the community
has been brought to Christ. Our Mission as churches in this benefice area is to maintain sacred spaces, and be flexible,
interactive and collaborative with the use of resources”

Hello and welcome to our Benefice Newsletter
It’s time for change
There’s a lot happening just now. By the time you read this, Lizzie
Hood will be our Team Rector, and the name of a new Team Vicar
for All Saints may well have been announced.
When our Team is complete again, we shall have to think about how
best to use the resources in our benefice, both clergy and lay, and how
to do most effectively the job that God has given us.
Let’s think for a moment about what that job is. We are not here to
survive, so that the church in ten year’s time will look and behave the
same as it does today. If we aren’t growing, both individually and as
a church, we’re failing. Growth in quantity would be nice, but growth
in “quality” is even more important, and that’s something every one
of us needs to work at.
During the vacancy we’ve had a taste of how much the clergy have to
do, and how over-committed their lives are. We need to plan to make sure that they have some time for
themselves, and don’t burn themselves out doing work we could be sharing. There seems to be an assumption that a vicar has one day off a week, and apart from that is available from 8 am to 11 pm or beyond six
days a week. That would add up to 90 hours a week, almost double what would be legal for an employee!
There are three “sessions” in a day, roughly 8 am to 1 pm, 1 pm to 6 pm, and 6 pm to 11 pm. I’d like to see
us set a target for our clergy of working no more than two such sessions in a day, and no more than five
days a week - with some flexibility, of course, but seriously taking that as the target. Even that would be 50
hours a week.
At the moment our clergy do each have one day a week off. Please respect that, and don't expect them to
answer the phone or the door. The rest of the time, when you have a church-related question, before asking
the Vicar, first stop and think whether you really need to. Is what you need to know in last week's Bulletin?
Is it on the benefice web site? Is there someone else you could ask? Please remember, our clergy are a limited resource, and there are many things that only they can do.
We need to remember that clergy are people too! All our clergy need, and have a right to, time for the same
things we do in our “spare” time: housework, gardening, being with friends and family, even just resting.
Making sure that happens is our responsibility!
Tim.

News from Holy Trinity
‘War is Over’
Over the weekend of 9th– 11th November, to commemorate the Centenary of the ending of The Great War,
Holy Trinity Church held an exhibition on ‘The Impact of WW1 and its Legacy’. It told of how four years of
war affected the village, how the community cared for the injured, and how the world they returned to had
changed forever. The display included stories, photos, letters and original artefacts and personal items from
residents. Parishioners and the children of Leverstock Green JMI School created a wonderful display of
poppies at the entrance to the church and also at the War Memorial, and also several poppies were placed on
the grave of a fallen soldier in our graveyard.
This moving and poignant event which was run over three days from Friday to Sunday attracted 753 visitors
including Sir Mike Penning; it concluded on Sunday evening with a screening of the 2017 film Journey’s End
followed by a vigil for peace….lest we forget.
Cathy Ayling
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Contact details:

Benefice Office: 01923 266596
All Saints Church, Kings Langley
The Revd. Lizzie Hood– Team Rector
01442 264860
Lizziehood@aol.com.
Church Lane, Kings Langley, WD4 8JS
Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green
The Revd Lizzie Hood—Team Reactor
01442254860
Lizziehood@aol.com.
The Revd. Hitesh Dodhia - Permission to Officiate
07546 033740
hitesh@beneficeoflangelei.org.uk
Bedmond Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8LJ.
St Mary’s Apsley
The Revd. Richard Howlett - Team Vicar
01442 767738
revrhowlett@gmail.com
London Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 9ST
St. Benedict’s, Bennetts End
The Revd Richard Howlett- Team Vicar
01442 767738
revdrhowlett@gmail.com
Peascroft Road, Bennetts End, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8EP
Benefice Newsletter
Publishing schedule:

Deadline for articles:

March 3rd 2019
June 2nd 2019
September 1st 2019
December 1st 2019

February 17th
May 19th
August 18th
November 17th

Send articles to: ode19uk@yahoo.co.uk
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Special Services and Events

Continued on page 5

All Saint’s
December
Sunday 2nd

4pm Christingle Service

Friday 7th

10am-6pm Christmas Tree Festival

Saturday 8th

10am-5pm Christmas Tree Festival

Sunday 9th

11am-4pm Christmas Tree Festival

Monday 24th

3.30pm Crib Service
7.30pm 9 Lessons & Carols by candlelight
11.30pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day

8am Communion Service
9.30am Family Service with the Bishop of Hertford

St Benedict’s
December
Sunday 2nd
Sunday 9th

4pm Carols at opening of Christmas lights Bennet’s Gate
9.30am Breakfast with Santa
10.30am Family Service

Tuesday 18th
Wednesday 19th
Monday 24th

10am-11am Lime Walk Service in St Benedict’s
10am Chambersbury School Christmas service in St Benedict’s
4pm Christingle and Crib Service

Christmas Day

10am Christmas Family Eucharist

Sunday 30th

10am Carol Praise
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St Mary’s
December
Sunday 1st
Sunday 9th
Tuesday 11th

5pm Carols at the Papermill pub
6.30pm Services of Advent hymns and readings
10.30am Buzzy Bees Christmas concert
2pm Belswains School Service

Friday 14th

7pm-8pm Carol Singing outside Sainsbury’s

Sunday 16th

3pm Messy Christmas

Monday 17th

7pm Nash Mills C of E school KS2 Carols in church

Tuesday 18th
Thursday 20th
Friday 21st
Monday 24th

6.30pm Watermill House Christmas Carols
TBC Two Waters School service
9.30am Nash Mills C of E end of term service
11am Christmas Communion service at Watermill House
3.30pm Christingle and crib service
11.15am Midnight Mass

Christmas Day

Mon & Thurs

10am Christmas Day family Communion

6pm Evening Prayer

Holy Trinity
December
Sunday 2nd
Friday 7th
Saturday 8th

10am ADVENT SUNDAY
10am-5pm Nativity Crib Festival
10am—5pm Nativity Crib Festival
5pm 'Light up a Life' lighting of tree, with prayers

Sunday 9th
Saturday 15th
Sunday 16th

11:30am—4pm Nativity Crib Festival
2pm Trip to Wintershall nativity, Surrey
10am Toddler Church nativity play in Parish Eucharist
6:30pm Carols by candlelight, followed by mulled wine & mince pies

Monday 17th
Wednesday 19th
Monday 24th

TBC Woodfield School Christmas service
1.30pm Leverstock Green School Christmas service
3pm & 5pm Children's Crib services
11:30pm Midnight Mass

Tuesday 25th

10am Family Christmas Communion

January
Sunday 6th

10am Epiphany Eucharist

Sunday 20th

10am Christingle Service

February
Sunday 3rd

10am Candlemas
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News from St Mary’s
Our Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 17th November this year was
blessed with a fine, though cold, day but in the 3 hours of the event
it was good to welcome over 450 people into the church many for
the first time! The Mayor of Dacorum – Rosie Sutton came along as
well as our MP Sir Mike Penning, and of course Father Christmas!
We raised over £2,200 on the day and a further £1,300 before for
Church funds – so many thanks to all those who came along and
supported the event. Please see the photo of Sir Mike talking to
Richard and Rosemary about Brexit!
On the fabric side, work on the main front doors has now been
completed (many thanks to Robin Williams for this) and the final
logs from the trees that were taken down in the new churchyard have
been moved by Melanie and Ralph Henley to our bonfire area. The
plastering and painting of the main part of the of the church was completed in September and makes the
church look a lot brighter.
Evening Prayer moved fr om the fir st to the second Sunday of the month in September , and with a small
choir has had a successful start, and we are planning to continue it into the New Year.
Indeed on the 9th December we will be holding an Advent reading and carol service at 6.30pm. During Advent
there will be Evening Prayer on most Mondays and Thursdays at 6pm- but please check the bulletin each
week.
As we enter the Advent season, some of us will be singing carols at the Water Mill pub on Saturday 1st
December at 5pm as they turn on their Christmas tree lights. Then on Tuesday 11th December we will be at
Florence Longman House for our annual Christmas visit with readings, and carols, hopefully followed by
mince pies, cake and tea! On Friday 14th we will be singing outside Sainsbury’s to raise funds for DENS, and
the following week on Tuesday 18th we will be at the Water Mill Care Home at 6.30pm for an evening of
carols. You are of course welcome to join us at any of the above events as we go out into our community as
part of our Mission Plan.

This year again we will be holding a combined Christingle and Crib Service on Christmas Eve at 3.30pm always a very popular service. Our service on the same day at 11.15pm will be our normal Midnight Massby
candlelight which we will be holding this year jointly with St Benedict’s as we celebrate the birth of Christ. So
as you see, plenty of chance for you to come along and join us as we celebrate the Advent and Christmas
seasons!
Peter Bladon.
Sponsored Bike and Hike for the Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust.
This year I did the Sponsored Bike and Hike on my own (on foot) and I was glad to have a pleasantly warm
day. Two years ago when Peter and I did it, it rained from the moment we left home at 10am to 4pm when we
got to St Mary’s, and were greeted by some of our friends at church playing board games while on Check
Point duty for the ride, who clapped two very “drowned rats” as we entered – which was very gratifying.
I followed the route we have developed over the now ten years we have done it, covering twenty two places of
worship in the Hemel Hempstead Deanery and walking about eighteen miles. It’s difficult to tell exactly how
far we walk, as in a lot of places you can cut through footpaths and are not on a car route.
I was pleased to raise £1016 (plus VAT) and in fact, today at the Christmas Bazaar, was grateful to receive
another £43 which I will quickly send to the organizers! I would like to once again thank all those who
sponsored me. I have said that this will be the last year, but as they say –“never say never”!
Rosemary Bladon.
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All Saints’ Remembrance
For several weeks in the run up to November 11th and for Remembrance week there were 10 transparent
silhouettes seated in the pews of All Saints, and two 6 foot aluminium commemorative "Tommy" sculptures
‘guarding’ the chancel. The figures were purchased by Kings Langley Parish Council through a grant, from
the 2018 Armistice campaign ‘There But Not There’ organised by the charity Remembered. The project aims
to place a representative figure for names on local war memorials around the country, with transparent
silhouettes being a visible commemoration for the end of the 1914-1918 First World War.
The charity project aims are to Commemorate, Educate and Heal:
Commemorate those who died in the First World War through
installations of silhouettes wherever there is
Roll of Honour. Educate all generations, particularly today’s
younger generation, born nearly 100 years after
WW1, to understand what led to the deaths of 888,246 British and
Commonwealth service personnel.
Heal today’s veterans who are suffering from the mental and
physical wounds of their service by raising substantial funds
through sales of our silhouettes. The website for further
information is at www.therebutnotthere.org.uk
The Service of Remembrance at All Saints was standing room
only in the church – the uniformed organisations and the village
came out in force; We processed out from church to the war
memorial just before 11am, where we were joined by many more
villagers for the wreath laying by many village organisations and
the Act of Remembrance.

The Kings Langley Arts and Crafts group
had knitted poppies to decorate the war
memorial and the high street.
Following the wreath laying, a plaque and
memorial tree commemorating the villagers
who served their country in the First World
War was unveiled in the village garden next
to the church, and an exhibition "Kings
Langley and World War 1", curated by the
Local History & Museum Society, was on
display in the church hall.

News from All Saints’, Kings Langley

Quiz Night, 21st September
This has been an annual event in the Kings Langley social calendar for many years and this year we raised
over £800.00 for the fabric upkeep of our historic church.
As with many of our events, these not only raise much needed funds but also draw in villagers outside the
church. It is on these occasions where our mission and welcoming are just as important as within the walls of
our church building.
Forthcoming Events
We are straying from our comfort zone by holding an evening of Scottish Dancing on 15 th March 2019. Please
make a note in your diaries if you’d like to come!
Brian McAdam
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Parish Diary (correct at time of going to press)
All Saints, Kings Langley
Sundays:
Wednesdays
Fridays

08.00
09.30
7.45pm
6.30pm

Said Eucharist (1st Sunday Book of Common Prayer)
Family Eucharist
Bell ringing practice
Adult Choir Practice

Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green
Sundays
Mondays
2nd Monday
2nd Mondays
Tuesdays
2nd Tuesday
3rd Tuesday
Wednesdays
3rd Wednesday
Thursdays
3rd Thursday
Fridays
Saturdays
1st Saturday

08.00am
10.00am
2.00pm
10am
7.45pm
09.00am
7.30pm
10.00 am
8.00pm
10.00 am
2pm
2.45pm
10.00am
9.00am
10.00 am
3-5pm
8.00pm
7.00pm
9.00am
10.00 am
10am—12

Holy Communion—Book of common Prayer
Holy Communion & Junior Church (Sunday School)
Sewing Group meet in Trinity Room
Coming to Stillness, contemplative prayer group
Trinity Readers
Morning Prayer
Trinity Men’s Group
Music and Meditation, 63 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
Horseshoe study Group, 61 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
Said Holy Communion
Craft Group
Collective Worship at Leverstock Green School - Term Time only
Mothers Union Corporate Communion
Morning Prayer
Toddlers Church - Term Time only
Friendship Teas in the Trinity Room
Trinity Women’s Group—meet in the Trinity Room
Choir Practice
Morning Prayer
Coffee Shop in Trinity Room with Traidcraft stall.
Churchyard Gardening Party

08.00
10.00
6.30pm
10am-12
8.00pm
09:30
19:30
09.00
09.30
10.00
19:30
10am-12
10.00

Said Eucharist at All Saints during the Vacancy
Sung Eucharist and Young Peoples’ Groups
Evensong
Working Party
Bell ringing Practice
Buzzy Bees Toddler Group (Term Time)
Paper Dollies (WI)
Morning Prayer
Said Eucharist (Common Worship)
Study group (Please check beforehand: may not be held certain weeks if vicar on leave)
AA Group
Working Party
Saturday Café

St Marys, Apsley
1st Sunday
Sundays
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesday (4th)
Thursdays

Fridays
Saturdays

St Benedicts, Bennetts End
Sundays
Mondays

10.00
16.00

Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer (all welcome)
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Staffing news
Team Rector
On 22nd November at Holy Trinity church, the Revd Lizzie Hood was instituted, inducted and installed as
Team Rector of the Benefice of Langelei, by the Bishop of Hertford, the Rt Revd Dr Michael Beasley and the
Archdeacon of St Albans, the Ven Jonathan Smith. Friends from across the Benefice and the Deanery were
there to support her in a service of Songs of Praise for St Cecilia's day. Lizzie will continue to be based in
Leverstock Green, with special responsibility for Holy Trinity.
Team Vicar
Lizzie's appointment as Team Rector means that the vacancy in the team is now for a Team Vicar with special
responsibility for All Saints, Kings Langley. Our recent round of advertising produced several applications,
and interviews were held on 15th November. The day went well, with a complex rota of activities! We cannot
yet reveal the outcome, but within a week or so of the publication of this newsletter we hope to be able to
make an announcement in all churches. Watch this space!
Assistant Curate
It is with great pleasure that I was able to announce recently that we are to have a stipendiary curate in the
team! Maxine Howarth is currently studying at Westcott House in Cambridge, and on completion of her
studies will be ordained Deacon in St Albans Cathedral on 30th June 2019. Maxine will serve her curacy at
Holy Trinity, under Lizzie's supervision, but you will be seeing her all around the Benefice! Please pray for
Maxine, her husband Peter and their 3 children as they prepare to join us. They will be living in Boxmoor.
Lizzie Hood
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On 18th November we had a joyous Confirmation service at St John's
Boxmoor, presided over by Assistant Bishop Robin Smith. Some may recall
Bishop Robin as a former bishop of Hertford. The preparation was shared
between me, Carole Camp and Bob Day. Our group members from St
Benedict's: Temi, Ire, Alison and Tyler ranged in age from 19 to 30. It is so
good to see younger people taking this public step on what we pray will be
a lifelong journey with Jesus.
Richard Howlett
Photograph:: Rchard Howlett Team Vicar, with Temi Osibodu, Bishop Robin and Ire Osibodu

Tyler and Alison, who will be married
next year, with Bishop Robin
Confirmation group from St Benedict’s

Brian and Jill McAdam: All Saints Kings Langley
Jill and I first came to All Saints’ in 1983 after Jill
answered a call from the newly-appointed Vicar at the
time, the late Peter Stearn, for an organist at the 9.30am
service. The regular organist having been taken ill. The
background to this is that Peter had married us in 1981
and he and his wife Joy had became personal friends.
We received such a fantastic welcome at All Saints’
that we decided to move to Kings Langley and worship
the church on a regular basis. Jill and I both share a
love of music and it is in this capacity that we have
been able to contribute in many ways of All Saints’
over the past 30 odd years. Jill is the organist and
Music Director of the choir in which I have sung since
1991.

at

Peter had a talent for persuading his parishioners to become involved in the life and work of the church, and in
my case, without me realising he was doing it! A case in point was making me Church Treasurer in 1986, a
job which I carried out for the next 6 years.
Jill and I have both been Churchwardens on two occasions, each of us serving 8 years. We have seen many
changes in our time at All Saints’, but it is learning how to manage these changes, and the challenges arising
from these, which has made this particular job so rewarding for both of us.
Julia and Jonathan, our two children, were christened, confirmed and recently married at All Saints, and they
sang in the church choir for many years.
We have made many friends at All Saints’ which has become the hub of our social and spiritual life together.
BJM, 19/11/2018
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Wedding at All Saints Church
On Saturday 27th October at 11:30, Ingrid (All Saints Church Warden) and John Allen’s
daughter Clare married David Gilden from Hemel Hempstead. The Brides family walked
to church. Clare came in to the church to Pachelbel’s Canon and the happy couple went
out to Star Wars. Music during the register signing was, A Clare Benediction, by John
Rutter. Family members from both sides did the readings.
The reception was at 1st Kings Langley Scouts HQ, The Drift Kings Langley.
The HQ became a Village Hall complete with Bunting hanging from the
ceiling! An informal Afternoon Tea was enjoyed
by guests and speeches followed. Our guests
then enjoyed a Ceilidh. The reception finished
with a Hog Roast and Wedding Cake. The Cake
which resembled a stack of three Silver Birch
logs was a joint effort from both families and
Iced by Johns sister.

Clare and David spent their wedding night
“Glamping” in a Shepherds Hut at North Hill Farm, Chorleywood. They came to
church the following morning and were welcomed as the new Mr & Mrs Gilden!
The congregation celebrated with wine and cake after the service. Clare and
David will Honeymoon later in North Wales.
Clare made the Order of Service Booklets and Paper Flowers for the church.
John Allen (FOB)
Christian Aid in Kings Langley; 50th Anniversary Year
Over the 50 years since our Christian Aid group was formed, some features
have formed a regular pattern in our annual round of activities. Others have
been dropped as circumstances have changed. The highlight this year was
undoubtedly the visit of Rowan Williams and the newly-appointed Chief
Executive of Christian Aid, Amanda Mukwashi. We are still experiencing the
longer term effects of that great occasion.
Seven years ago, we broke new ground by introducing a curry evening at our
local Cinnamon Lounge restaurant. It has now become a popular and highly
enjoyable annual fixture in our calendar. With great generosity, the
restaurant’s owner, Kaz, has waived most of his share in the resultant income and, over the years, has become
a strong supporter and friend.
So, on 12th November, fifty diners drawn from the village community, the Watford Quakers, Abbots Langley
and Chipperfield Catholic churches, sat down for a splendid curry meal, washed down by copious draughts of
Cobra beer and wine. The atmosphere was, as always, convivial and the conversation flowed. By the end of
the evening, Christian Aid funds had benefited by some £630 from the sale of tickets and voluntary donations.
Eating to overcome hunger in the developing world has become a pleasurable and popular exercise. Food for
thought certainly but, more importantly, fuel for action. Church groups in the Benefice may be able to
negotiate similar arrangements with restaurants close by them.
Now the season of carol singing approaches. Choirs of children from the Nash Mills Church of England
Primary School and the Abbots Langley Catholic Primary School are set to enchant shoppers as they sing
outside Sainsbury’s Apsley store in the morning and afternoon of Friday, 14th December. How about timing
your Christmas shopping to coincide with those events for the benefit of those who have Winter but no
Christmas?
Footnote.
The All Saints PCC has included a commitment to campaign against poverty and injustice
worldwide in its Mission Action Action Plan.
Harold Taylor
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