
WELCOME TO THE WEEKLY BULLETIN FOR ST MARY’S APSLEY END 
   Passion Sunday 29th March 2020 

Sadly, due to the lockdown from Covid-19 there will be NO organized 
service here at St Mary’s. 

However, there will be a live streamed 
service by Richard Howlett from the 

vicarage which all our congregation are 
invited to join. 

Go to the St Mary’s page of the website (address below) to learn how 
to join live or to watch later. 

 

Please pray for 
Eileen Kemp, 
Clare Tofield-Wallington 
All our congregation as we 
adapt bigtime. 

St Mary’s Collect for Growth 
Dear Lord, please help us grow St Mary’s Church.  As we 
grow in love of you, draw new people week by week into 
this church family.  May we show your love to all, within and 
beyond our walls.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen 

The APCM (Annual Parochial Church Meeting) will be postponed, however, we are still 
expected to produce an annual report in the normal time frame, so please can all report 
writers continue sending succinct reports (if possible relating to our ‘Everybody Welcome’ 
work) to Norma at the office, copied to janet@apsleyend.co.uk by Weds 1st April. 
Holy Week services will all be different from originally planned, but rest assured Richard & 
the rest of the clergy team are working hard to bring you some virtual services. 
Information to follow. 
Do join our email list (see above) as we will be trying to keep everyone up to date via at least 
weekly emails on this. Another useful source of contact is the St Mary’s Facebook group. 
There is a notice on the church door reminding us of the Revision of the Electoral roll. If anyone 
wants to join or leave, please contact Adrian Whalley on 07894 901961 before 31st March 

 Contact Details 
Team Vicar: Rev Richard Howlett  01442 767738  revrhowlett@gmail.com 
Website, email list www.beneficeoflangelei.org.uk/stmarys/ 
& calendar: 
Facebook: Search for: St Mary’s Apsley End 
General enquiries: stmarysapsleyend@gmail.com 
Churchwardens: Dan Shirley 07946 736267 dan.shirley1@btopenworld.com 
 Harry Graham-Brown 07918 071542 harry.gb63@gmail.com 
Safeguarding:  Susan Rivett 07908 644600 safeguardingstmarysaps@gmail.com 
 Katharine Harper 07881 602024 safeguardingstmarysaps@gmail.com 
Administrator: Norma Howie, 01923 266596 saintskl2@tiscali.co.uk  
 (Mon & Wed 7.30am–2.30pm, Thurs 12.00pm-3.00pm, Fri 11.00am-2:30pm) 

Excerpts from a letter from Revd Richard Howlett: 

Full version is available on the website. 

Dear Friends 
This is the first of weekly letters that will be coming from the 

Vicarage during the severe restrictions of the Coronavirus outbreak. 
Don’t forget the clocks go forward one hour tonight. 

Written sermons are now being posted on St Mary’s website. 
Sunday on BBC1. If you can’t go online, on TV there will be a service 

at 1045 for Passion Sunday and a Songs of Praise at 1.15pm, where 
Aled Jones will be joined by Stephen Cotterell (soon to be 

Archbishop of York) for a programme of hope and reflection. 
I think we’re all feeling the profound loss of being able to meet, and 

for Christians this will be so much intensified by being physically 
separate and unable to congregate for Holy Week and Easter. 

However, we all know how vital it is to observe the restrictions to 
avoid adding to the NHS’s growing case load. 

I was struck by Thursday’s Morning Prayer reading, where the 
writer of the letter to the Hebrews says (Heb. 10 v24-25) “Let us be 
concerned for one another, to help one another to show love and to 
do good. “And, topically, he goes on “Let us not give up the habit of 
meeting together, as some are doing.” Meeting together is what we 
are not to do, under the current necessary restrictions, but let’s be 

enthusiastic in ‘meeting together’ in other ways. As Hebrews 
continues, “Let us encourage one another all the more”  and we can 
do this by phone, social media, joining in broadcast services, letters 
and cards (remember those?) even conversations out of the window. 

Katherine and I are trying to keep Friday as ‘day off’ to recharge 
batteries (but not, of course, on Good Friday-10th April.) Please get 
in touch if you require prayer or a listening ear. If you cannot get 

through it will probably mean I or Katherine am talking with 
someone else, so do try again. 

With our love and prayers 
Richard and Katherine 

Janet W 28-Mar-20 
 



 

 

your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you 
back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, 
and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.’  
This is the Word of the Lord.  THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 8 : 6-11 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 
God’s law – indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in 
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you.  
This is the Word of the Lord.  THANKS BE TO GOD! 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 11: 1-45 
          GLORY TO YOU, O LORD! 
A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her 
hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom 
you love is ill.’  But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death;  
rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’  
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.  Then after 
this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’  The disciples said to him, 
‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’  
Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at 
night stumble, because the light is not in them.’  After saying this, he told them, ‘Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’  The disciples 
said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep.  
Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, 
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’  Thomas, who was called the Twin, said 
to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’                                         
Continues to verse 45 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST!   

 
This bulletin, with the notices, prayer and readings to study at your leisure, is for you to take home. 

Please pray for the work of the church in this Parish. 
www.beneficeoflangelei.org.uk  

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (PASSIONTIDE) 29th March 2020 
 
The Collect 
Gracious Father 
you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 
that we may know eternal peace 
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
$PHQ�� 
 

 

A reading from the book of Ezekiel 37. 1 - 14 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 
LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He 
said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’  I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you know.’  
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 
the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and 
you shall know that I am the LORD.’ So I prophesied as I had been commanded; 
and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.  
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the 
breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
“Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.”  
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open 
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