Benefice of Langelei Newsletter
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Benefice Mission: “Our Vision is of a community where Christ has been brought to the community and the community
has been brought to Christ. Our Mission as churches in this benefice area is to maintain sacred spaces, and be flexible,
interactive and collaborative with the use of resources”

Hello and welcome to our Benefice Newsletter
Moving on.....
It's surprising how difficult it can be to move on from the past to
start looking forward to the future. The past you can't change and
future is unknown. How do I put this from a Christian perspective
God has the whole world in His hands , difficult that may be but
true it is as. Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Man gave up His life
for us, so we can trust God to be with us, like He was with His son
in a painful journey to Calvary. It didn't end there, there was
resurrection and life after and beyond the grave. So it is with us,
there may be changes in your life which are life changing and
challenging but know that God is with you in your journey whatever that is work, home, church, friends and family. All may
change but Gods love and grace for us never changes - so let God
go with us in our change.
God bless
Hitesh

Revd Hitesh Dodhia

Vacancy Update - a note from the Acting Team Rector
You may be wondering what progress we are making with appointing a new Team Rector! The closing date
for applications passed in April and it was disappointing to hear that there were no applications.
The appointments panel then met to consider the situation, and we felt that this is a reflection of the current
jobs market for clergy - there are many more vacancies than people to fill them. The panel (which includes the
Bishop of Hertford and our Archdeacon) are confident that the Profile and Advert are well worded and
inviting, and we should not feel in any way that ours is not an attractive position. The same thing has
happened elsewhere in the Diocese, and excellent appointments have been made after further advertising.
We therefore decided to place the ad in the Church Times again on 8th and 15th June (allowing a slight gap to
attract a different pool of people, who might be considering a move in early summer).
Do not be downhearted! Please continue to pray that God will call the right person to minister among us, and
support those who are carrying extra responsibilities in the vacancy with your prayers and practical help.
Thank you.
Lizzie Hood

Thy Kingdom Come’ at St Benedict’s, Bennett’s End and St Mary’s, Apsley
An all-night prayer vigil took place at St Mary’s, Apsley, starting on Friday evening 11th May, beginning with Evening
Prayer, using the specially produced ‘Morning and Evening Prayer’ which were distributed free at the cathedral over
Holy Week and Easter. Church members from both churches maintained a rota of people to cover each hour of the night.
A range of prayer stations were available, including Praying the Newspapers- where people cut out items in the news
and put them on a trellis, A Prayer Tree, where people could hang names of those they were praying to come to know
Jesus, an ultra-violet pen and light to write ‘invisible’ prayers which only the light could show, a ‘Prayer Wall’ where
rolled up prayers could be posted, 60 Minutes with the Lord’s Prayer, Prayer over a map of the world, a sand tray to
write names and events which could then be wiped out, as a sign of forgiveness, a pebble pool to let go of the past,
‘Praying like a Child’ to help one remember how children would express prayers, Candle Prayers, and other activities
all made for a memorable night. A candle was lit on the altar at the stroke of each hour of the night, and the night ended
with Communion and a welcome hot sausage in a bun and tea.
Here were comments made by some of the participants:
“I am a night owl so the challenge of the hours of wakefulness was not an issue. It gave me the opportunity to reflect and
pray on many different levels, thoughtfully writing in sand, feeling the texture of a pebble before dropping it in water,
watching the dancing candle flames while praying by either simply repeating a word or phrase. I have never read a
newspaper prayerfully and again this brought another dimension to it. The time did not drag, and the feeling of peace
was precious. The lighting of a candle to mark the passing hours while reciting the Lord's prayer strangely felt a
privilege.”
I intend to take this experience forward by challenging myself to take real time each night to be thankful to God and to
listen.”
“Thy Kingdom Come is about prayer and having the opportunity to pray at St Mary's at a time when most people are
a bed and the business of the day is past makes for a very special time with God. The Prayer Stations were an excellent
way of directing prayer to cover confession, world and local affairs, personal reflection, etc. but so also was the
opportunity to be truly quiet and wait on the Lord.
Coming together for communion at the end completed the nourishment that was this vigil.”
“The Stations were good for those few who came and keeping them up on Sunday we felt was a good idea so that people
could see them – but unfortunately there seemed to be little interest shown.”
“What a privilege. It was an exciting adventure in prayer, an opportunity to try out new ways of praying creatively and
to share in solidarity with others. It was a time of increasing closeness to God as the hours passed. I didn’t want it to
end!
“I was struck by how the church atmosphere changed with still hours of the night, and the wonderful dawn chorus and
first light of the rising sun. What I thought would be a long time- from 3am- went quickly. I am glad we did it again this
year, and it has made me want more”
“We thank God for the strength to do His work. To me night vigils are a spirit booster. It helps me to read, concentrate
and meditate on the word of God. The Night of Prayer was Spirit-filled, as ALL the activities were all in the right
direction. The activity I enjoyed most was the prayer for the unbelievers in our lives. I will take opportunity to entreat
every Christian to have a taste of our Night of Prayer when the need arises. God bless us all for working in His
vineyard”
On Monday morning (14th May) the Vicar was out at Bennett’s Gate shops with Katherine Howlett, Revd. Carole Camp
and Enitan Onabamiro (PCC Secretary) gathering requests for prayer from passing shoppers. Many interesting
conversations took place, and requests were gathered, which will be prayed over during the next four weeks. A range of
attractive ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ prayer material was distributed to interested passers by.
On Monday evening, a team from St Mary’s and St Benedict’s (the above people plus Adwoa Agyeiwaa and Peter
Bladon) set up near Apsley station, and many prayer resources were given out to commuters and to nearby taxi drivers
and station staff. A young professional photographer was among
those who were given resources. A few minutes later he came back
and offered to take our photo (which is reproduced here in the
magazine). “I was intrigued to know who you people were” he
commented “You all looked so happy”!
A busy but happy few days as part of ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ We can
only hope more church members give it a try in the future; I am sure
it will add a new dimension to their Christian faith.
Richard Howlett
Photo of the joint team from St Mary's and St Benedict's who took
part in giving out prayer resources for 'Thy Kingdom Come' to
commuters at Apsley Station.
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Contact details:

Benefice Office: 01923 266596
All Saints Church, Kings Langley
The Revd. Lizzie Hood– Acting Team Rector
01442 264860
Lizziehood@aol.com.
Church Lane, Kings Langley,WD4 8JS
Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green

The Revd Lizzie Hood
Team Vicar at Holy Trinity
01442254860
Lizziehood@aol.com.
The Revd. Hitesh Dodhia - Permission to Officiate
07546 033740
hitesh@beneficeoflangelei.org.uk
Bedmond Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8LJ.
St Mary’s Apsley
The Revd. Richard Howlett - Team Vicar
01442 767738
revrhowlett@gmail.com
London Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 9ST
St. Benedict’s, Bennetts End
The Revd Richard Howlett- Team Vicar
01442 767738
revdrhowlett@gmail.com
Peascroft Road, Bennetts End, Hemel Hempstead
HP3 8EP
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Special Services and Events

Continued on page 5

Holy Trinity
June
Saturday 2nd
Wednesday 6th
Monday 11th
Tuesday 12th
Saturday 16th
Thursday 21st

10am-4pm Bereavement Ministry course
2pm Mothers’ Union meeting
7.30pm Baptism Information Evening
8pm Deanery Synod
10am Churches Together ramble, meets at Leverstock Green War Memorial for 3-4 mile walk
3-5pm Friendship Tea

Friday 22nd

7.30pm Film—David Suchet narrates St Mark’s Gospel

Saturday 23rd

All Day Alban Pilgrimage at St Albans

Tuesday 26th

7.30pm Team Council at St Benedict’s

Saturday 30th

12.30-15.30 Leverstock Green School Fair

July
Fri 6th—Sunday 8th
Saturday 14th

Parish retreat, Pleshey , Essex
2pm Leverstock Green Village Fete

Wednesday 18th

7.45pm Parochial Church Council meeting

Thursday 19th

1.30pm School Leavers’ Service in Church
3-5pm Friendship Tea

Saturday 28th

All Day Deanery Outing to Peterborough Cathedral

August
Thursday 16th
Sunday 26th

3-5pm Friendship Tea
3pm Strawberry Tea at 5 Pancake Lane

St Benedict's
June
Saturday 23rd
Tuesday 26th

12.30 Summer Barbecue in Vicarage (weather permitting)
7.30pm Team Council

July
Wednesday 1st
Saturday 14th

7.45pm Ukulele concert
9.30-13.30 Children’s Work Archdeaconry event at Christchurch, Watford

Wednesday 18th

7.30pm PCC Meeting

Friday 20th

9.30am Leavers Assembly for Nash Mills C of E School in St Mary’s

Saturday 28th

Deanery Outing to Peterborough Cathedral
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St Mary’s
June
Saturday 2nd
Sunday 3rd

2-5pm Planes Trains and Automobiles
1.45-6pm Canal Boat Trip

Saturday 16th

10am Baptism Visitors Meeting
11am Baptism Instruction Meeting
1-3pm Wedding Preparation session 2 in refectory

Sunday 17th

No messy church but party in July

Monday 18th
Tuesday 19th

8pm GDPR meeting at vicarage
9.15am Communion Florence Longman House
11am Holy Communion Watermill House

July
Sunday 1st

3pm Messy Party

Saturday 7th
Wednesday 11th

3-5pm Strawberries and Cream Tea
7.45pm PCC Meeting

Sunday 15th

12pm ‘Significant Years’ bring and share lunch

Saturday 21st

10am Baptism Visitors meeting
11am Baptism Instructions meeting

Hemel Hempstead Deanery Outing
to
Peterborough Cathedral
(celebrating 900 years)

Sat. July 28th 2018

Pick-ups: 9am St John's Boxmoor Gadebridge Park n Ride Church Rd, Leverstock Green. Returning
by 8pm
£25 pp including coach travel, guided
tour & tea
To book please contact:
Beverley Burgess, 5 Pancake Lane, HP2
4NB
Tel 07954 141188, beverley.burgess1@ntlworld.com
or
Graham Gibbs, 3 Charles St, HP1 1JH. Tel
01442 258841
Payment due by 15th July
(cheques payable to 'Hemel Hempstead Deanery Synod')
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Parish Diary (correct at time of going to press)
All Saints, Kings Langley
Sundays:
Wednesdays
Fridays

08.00
09.30
7.45pm
6.30pm

Said Eucharist (1st Sunday Book of Common Prayer)
Family Eucharist
Bell ringing practice
Adult Choir Practice

Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green
Sundays
Mondays
2nd Monday
2nd Mondays
Last Monday
Tuesdays
2nd Tuesday
3rd Tuesday
Wednesdays
Alternate
Wednesdays
3rd Wednesday
Thursdays
3rd Thursday
Fridays
Saturdays
1st Saturday

10.00am
2.00pm
10am
7.45pm
10.00am
9.00am
7.30pm
10.00 am
8.00pm
10.00 am

Holy Communion & Junior Church (Sunday School)
Sewing Group meet in Trinity Room
Coming to Stillness, contemplative prayer group
Trinity Readers
TLC carers group
Morning Prayer
Trinity Men’s Group
Music and Meditation, 63 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
Horseshoe study Group, 61 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green
Said Holy Communion

2pm
2.45pm
10.00am
9.00am
10.00 am
8.00pm
7.00pm
9.00am
10.00 am
10am—12

Craft Group
Collective Worship at Leverstock Green School - Term Time only
Mothers Union Corporate Communion
Morning Prayer
Toddlers Church - Term Time only
Trinity Women’s Group—meet in the Trinity Room
Choir Practice
Morning Prayer
Coffee Shop in Trinity Room with Traidcraft stall.
Churchyard Gardening Party

08.00
10.00
6.30pm
10am-12
8.00pm
09:30
19:30
09.00
09.30
10.00
19:30
10am-12
10.00

Said Eucharist at All Saints during the Vacancy
Sung Eucharist and Young Peoples’ Groups
Evensong
Working Party
Bell ringing Practice
Buzzy Bees Toddler Group (Term Time)
Paper Dollies (WI)
Morning Prayer
Said Eucharist (Common Worship)
Study group (Please check beforehand: may not be held certain weeks if vicar on leave)
AA Group
Working Party
Saturday Café

St Marys, Apsley
1st Sunday
Sundays
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesday (4th)
Thursdays

Fridays
Saturdays

St Benedicts, Bennetts End
Sundays
Mondays

10.00
16.00

Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer (all welcome)
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All Saints Easter Monday Pilgrimage.
Written by Ingrid.
On Easter Monday (2 April 2018) six of us met for breakfast and coffee
and then three set off on the Pilgrimage to St Albans.
We Stopped at Bedmond Tin Church for a quick look at the Easter displays
and enjoyed light refreshments, whilst waiting for one of our breakfast
party to re-join us for the rest of the walk.
The weather could have been better, a mixture of drizzle and dry but we plodded on and
arrived in time for lunch to find the Orchard empty. Others on the pilgrimage from around
the Diocese had gone into the Abbey to keep warm and dry before eating their and our own
picnics.
At the Allocated time (3pm) we were asked to go outside to begin the walk around the
outside of the Abbey and come back in for the service.
This year the furthest walked was by Vanessa and Kirsty who had started four days before
and walked from Westcott House Cambridge. Yes, this is outside the Diocese but both girls
are Vicars in training and sponsored by the Diocese. Well done Girls.
One of the many dogs which had joined the procession with their owners.

Benefice Quiet Day
Douai Abbey, Berkshire

Saturday 8th September 2018
10am - 4pm
The annual Benefice Quiet Day will once again be held at Douai Abbey in Berkshire, home to a community of
Benedictine monks, on Saturday 8th September, 10am until 4pm. The leader this year is the Revd Sarah Burrows.
For more information about the Abbey visit www.douaiabbey.org.uk
The day will include communal prayer, talks, free time to spend being still, in the church or walking around the grounds.
The cost is £25 which includes refreshments during the day, a two course lunch, and a donation to the Abbey. Cheques
payable to 'Langelei Fees Account' can be sent to the Benefice Office, or via the clergy. Please let us know any dietary
requirements when you book.
We will arrange car-shares nearer the time, when we know who is participating.
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News from Holy Trinity
“Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit”.
On Sunday 6th May, a service of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion saw eight disciples confirmed by the Rt
Revd Richard Atkinson, Bishop of Bedford.
The group consisted of four adults and four young people: Isabella, Macy, Kerry, Richard F Snr, Richard F Jnr, Jo,
Richard P and Eloise. The candidates had undertaken preparation classes led by Revd Lizzie Hood and me over the past
few months, which provided a way to explore their faith with others through questions, discussion, prayer and study.
Reflecting on this, one of the confirmands, Eloise, said “I really enjoyed the preparation classes, which answered lots of
questions I had about God and my faith. The confirmation service was very touching and I felt extremely proud to be
confirmed by Bishop Richard”.
Glorious sunshine poured down as the service, which took place at Holy Trinity, was attended by around 100 people members of the congregation and the candidates’ friends and families. Drawing on time spent during his recent
sabbatical, Bishop Richard delivered a light-hearted and inspiring sermon based on the theme of “go forth and bear
fruit”, mirroring the journey forward in faith for those being confirmed. The candidates then moved to the font where
Isabella was baptised. A selection of uplifting and joyous hymns resonated through the building, and as the eight
candidates were confirmed by Bishop Richard they were witnessed and upheld in prayer by the on-looking congregation
and proud family members.
The service concluded with a celebratory reception, hosted by Holy Trinity's Social Committee, during which the
candidates were able to talk with Bishop Richard and take some photos for their family albums.
Lizzie commented, “It’s always wonderful to see people make a public commitment as disciples of Christ, and to see
their faith deepening, and it's been such a pleasure to prepare these candidates for their confirmation. Discussion has
been lively! And it's always a two-way process - I get so much encouragement as they share their stories and their
understanding of how faith informs their lives. Truly humbling”.
"Go forth and bear fruit..."
By Miles Cooksey
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RSCM Regional Choral Evensong at Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green
On April 22nd 2018 members of eight choirs in the region gathered at Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green to prepare and
take part in a service of choral evensong. The music, taken from the RSCM book King of Glory, King of Peace, was
largely new to many of the singers, but under the capable direction of Area Chairman Marie Price, the singers rose to the
challenge of learning it in the two hours allocated for rehearsal. The accompanist was Nicholas King, who delighted us
with his harmonies in Hyfrydol.
Between the rehearsal and the service tea and cakes were provided by churchwarden Beverley Burgess and her team, for
which we were most grateful.
The choirs represented were: Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green; King Charles the Martyr, Potters Bar; RSCM Area
Chamber Choir; St John the Baptist, Markyate; St Mary Ponsbourne; St Mary-at-Finchley; St Paul, Bedford; St Thomas,
Stopsley. The music included Responses by Bramma, Canticles by Grayston Ives, Pitoni’s Cantate Domino and
Bairstow’s Let all mortal flesh keep silence as well as a psalm and hymns. The Rev Lizzie Hood, Vicar of Holy Trinity
officiated, assisted by the Rev James Reveley, Vicar of St Andrew’s, Bedford. Feedback indicates that those who took
part greatly enjoyed the event despite the steep learning curve!
The next local RSCM event will be a ‘Safari Evensong’ around the parish churches of Chipperfield, Sarratt and
Bovingdon on June 10th.
Rosemary Knight
Photograph by
Beverley Burgess

Photograph of rehearsal
By Rosemary Knight
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News from St Mary’s
The two Lent Lunches, which were held, raised over £156 towards the Willow Foundation. Talking about charities, this
year our guest charity, chosen by the congregation, will be the Alzheimer Society, and the amount donated will be 20%
of the total amount raised by the Fund Raising group during 2018. At our APCM it was good to welcome three new
members to the P.C.C. and also to welcome at their first meeting a volunteer who has taken over as secretary. It was
good to welcome members from other churches on Ascension Day as we hosted the Deanery service. The beginning of
Christian Aid Week was mar ked with a cake sale at our Satur day Community café – many thanks to all those who
came along and supported it - over £160 was raised. We again this year, had a night of prayer to mark ‘Thy Kingdom
Come’, see separate report. Also to mark the event we held an outreach to local commuters as they returned to Apsley,
giving them prayer cards and leaflets. Congratulation to the Ringers for coming 2nd in the District Striking Competition.
Lots of events are taking place over the coming months, the first of these will be on the afternoon of the 2nd June when
we will be holding a Trains, Boats & Automobiles event. The next day there will be a Trip on the canal on Sunday 3rd
June, and we are hoping for similar weather to last year! Finally, in June on Saturday 23rd some of us will be celebrating
St Albans Day with a walk thr ough the town centr e of St Albans with those big puppets, followed by the ser vice in
the Cathedral. Moving on to July, we will be holding a Strawberry Tea in the churchyard (weather permitting) on
Saturday 7th July between 3-5pm to which all are welcome. Then on the 28th July some of us will be going on the
Deanery outing to Peterborough. Details about this can be found elsewhere in the Newsletter. Finally in September there
will hopefully be a quiz evening, date to be confirmed later.
Peter Bladon
Easter Monday Pilgrimage
Listening to the weather forecast on Easter Day evening it was very clear that our pilgrimage to St Albans the following
day could be quite wet and windy!
True to the warnings there was heavy rain throughout the night, and it was still raining as five of us left St Mary’s at
9am. However by the time we had reached Holy Trinity for our breakfast stop it had eased off.
After enjoying our food (many thanks to those who had it all ready for us) and having been joined by another four
members we continued on our way to the ‘Tin Church’ at Bedmond where we enjoyed a short break with refreshments
before continuing on to the Holly Bush pub where a few of us enjoyed some of their local ale! There was indeed a lot of
surface water lying about, and we did not meet as many pilgrims as normal but at least the rain had stopped and the sun
was trying to come out as we arrived at the cathedral. Due to the changeable weather we were all allowed in to have our
lunch (with no crumbs being left on the floor thanks to the dogs!). Many of those present had walked many miles to get
there, some even from Cambridge (having started on Good Friday). We were then asked to move outside so that we
could process back in past the shrine, and back into the nave. After this at 3pm the service was held led by two Bishops,
and for the first time, for her, the new Sub Dean. Even though there were only about 900 people (due to the weather) the
service itself went well as we celebrated the risen Lord. So then it was time to get home, many by car and bus, however
two of our members, Veronica and Adwoa, decided to stay for an extra service at the shrine and then walk back! Well
done to them.
Peter Bladon
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Sponsored Bike n’ Hike
The Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust has been running the Sponsored Bike Ride for 26 years, but I’m
not sure when it was decided to re-name it “Bike n’ Hike” to let us walkers “have a go”! Apart from one year
when Peter cycled round 35 churches as I was verging at a wedding, we have both walked to 22 places of
worship in Hemel Hempstead covering 18 miles – nine times.
In 2016 it was raining as we left home, on the dot of 10am – the start time – and by the eighth church we were
literally wet through!
When we reached “our” St Mary’s at 4pm we were ringing the water out of top layers of clothing – and were
only too glad to reach home about fifteen minutes later and be able to strip off and get dry!
(We did raise £842 plus Gift Aid – so it did make it worthwhile!).
Last year - the 10th – we managed to raise £959 – and with Gift Aid added to the total were awarded a silver
certificate for raising over £1,000 – so felt quite pleased with ourselves!
(Half of the total raised comes to St Mary’s, which goes towards the general upkeep of the church).
This year we are again planning to do the walk – on Saturday 8th September – so will be hoping for
sponsorship –and decent weather! Also asking members of the congregation to be “on duty” at church so we
can welcome other participants to St Mary’s as we have always managed to do since the beginning.
We at St Mary’s have, in the past, received two grants from the Trust, for various work on the church, so we
like to support this charity to help others and maybe us again in the future. As a matter of interest – over the 10
years, with the Gift Aid added, we have raised £7375.62 – not bad for 2 OAPs!!
Rosemary Bladon
Music at St Mary’s
I have always found that one of the most important parts of my Christian worship is the singing of hymns, and
the organ playing that helps lead us through the Christian year. We at St Mary’s are indeed lucky to have a
good organ, and although we do not have a full time organist we do have the services of some excellent
professional musicians to play it.
Several years ago we set up a ‘St Mary’s Music Fund’ which in its early days was supported by our Fund
Raising Group. This support ceased two years ago, as they have moved onto newer projects. Since then we
have been very blessed to continue in getting support for it from a bequest. However it continues to leave a
hole in our finances of £3,500 each year, which as treasurer I am keen to fill – so can you help!
Would you be willing to sponsor or part sponsor the music for one Sunday of the year to mark a birthday,
anniversary or in memory of someone.
If you would, please speak to me about it. A hopeful treasurer!
Peter Bladon.
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
The proposed Pilgrimage that I wrote about in the last Newsletter is now open for bookings, and there are
brochures and booking forms in all our churches. The dates are 19th to 28th March 2019. We will travel with
McCabe Pilgrimages - a very experienced and trustworthy company - and with a local guide, and the basic
cost will be £1,895 pp.
We will fly Luton to Tel Aviv, and then transfer by coach to our hotel at Tiberias on the shores of the Sea of
Galilee. From there we will visit Nazareth, Capernaum and Tabgha, reflecting on Jesus' lakeside ministry, and
sail on the Sea of Galilee. We then travel down the Jordan Valley to Jericho and the baptism site on the
Jordan, en route to Jerusalem. Our time in Jerusalem includes visits to the Mount of Olives, the Garden of
Gethsemane, the Via Dolorosa, and the Israel Museum. We will also spend a day in Bethlehem and there is an
optional trip to Masada and the Dead Sea. Finally, on our return journey to Tel Aviv we will call at Abu
Guosh and the Roman city of Caesarea Maritima. It's not just a tour of the holy sites, but an opportunity to
deepen our understanding of our Christian story and of the local Christians on the ground. We will have the
chance to worship with local Christians, to speak to people involved in reconciliation work, and to visit local
projects supporting the most vulnerable.
If you are interested in joining us, or would like to know more, please get in touch with me.
Lizzie Hood

(Poster on page 12)
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