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St Mary’s Apsley End and St Benedict’s Bennetts End 

Family service to celebrate 
Candlemas 

 
Please have a candle and a small bowl of water ready at home for this service 

 
 

 
 
 

Sunday 7th February 2021 

10.00am 

Led by Revd Richard Howlett 
Musicians David Heath and Melanie Henley 

WELCOME via ‘Zoom’! 
 

Link to weekly bulletins for St M’s & St B’s 
  

http://beneficeoflangelei.org.uk/stmarys/st-marys-bulletin-newsletters/


 2 

The Gathering 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen. 

 
The Greeting 
 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
 
and also with you. 

 
Welcome and Introduction 
 
To people in church and on Zoom welcome to our family service celebrating Candlemas: The 
Presentation of the baby Jesus in the temple.  Candlemas marks the end of the Church’s 40 
days of celebration which began at Christmas. 
 

First song No. 21 All people that on earth do dwell - 5 verses 
 

1.  All people that on earth do dwell, 
     sing to the LORD with cheerful voice; 
     him serve with fear, his praise forth tell, 
     come ye before him and rejoice. 
 

2.  The Lord ye know, is God indeed, 
     without our aid he did us make; 
     we are his folk, he doth us feed 
     and for his sheep he doth us take. 
 

3.  O enter then his gates with praise, 
     approach with joy his courts unto; 
     praise, laud and bless his name always, 
     for it is seemly so to do. 
 

4.  For why?  The Lord our God is good: 
     his mercy is for ever sure; 
     his truth at all times firmly stood,  
     and shall from age to age endure. 
 

5.  To Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
     the God whom heav’n and earth adore, 
     from us and from the angel-host 
     be praise and glory evermore. 
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Confession 
 
Father eternal, giver of light and grace 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour 
in what we have thought, in what we have said and done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love. And marred your image within us. 
We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out of darkness to walk as children of light. 
(From ‘Times and Seasons’ c. The Archbishop’s Council 2006.) 
 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Amen. 
 

Reading by Euan Pritchard 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke                                               2:22-40 
GLORY TO YOU, O LORD! 
 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph 
brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.  (As it is written in the law of the 
Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’) and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two 
young pigeons.’  Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested 
on him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 
law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing 
your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which 
you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and 
for glory to your people Israel.’  And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about him.  Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 
so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed – and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.’  There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She 
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four.  She never left the temple but worshipped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day.  At that moment she came, and began to praise God and 
to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  When 
they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
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their own town of Nazareth.  The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favour of God was upon him. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST! 

 
Video from St Albans Diocese to help us reflect on the Candlemas festival 
 

Prayers led by Dan Shirley 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Offertory Song No. 84 Breathe on me, Breath of God 
 
During this hymn please consider giving to St Benedict’s or St Mary’s. At the offertory we present both 
ourselves and our resources to be blessed by God and used in his service. You will find links & QR codes at the 
end of this service sheet to help you do this. 

 
 1. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
     fill me with life anew, 
     that as you love, so may I love, 
     and do what you would do. 

2.  Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
     until my heart is pure, 
     until my will is one with yours, 
     to do and to endure. 
 

3.  Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
     fulfil my heart’s desire, 
     until this earthly part of me 
     glows with your heav’nly fire. 

4.  Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
     so shall I never die, 
     but live with you the perfect life 
     of your eternity. 

 

  Richard says words of blessing while all (carefully!) hold their candles:   
 
Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light,  
pour into the hearts of your faithful people,  
the brilliance of your eternal splendour,  
that we, who by these kindling flames  
light up this temple to your glory,  
may have the darkness of our souls dispelled,  
and so be counted worthy to stand before you  
in that eternal temple where you live and reign,  
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Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
All say together the Nunc Dimittis: 
 
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:  
your word has been fulfilled. 
 
My own eyes have seen the salvation  
which you have prepared in the sight of every people. 
 
A light to reveal you to the nations  
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son  
and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning is now  
and shall be for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Father, here we bring to an end our celebration of the Saviour’s birth. 
Help us, in whom he has been born,  
to live his life that has no end. 
 
Here we have offered the Church’s sacrifice of praise. 
Help us, who have received the bread of life,  
to be thankful for your gift. 
 
Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna. 
Help us, who have found the Lord in his temple,  
to trust in your eternal promises. 
 
Here we have greeted the Light of the world. 
Help us, who now extinguish these candles,  
never to forsake the light of Christ. 
 
All now extinguish their candles. 
 
People at home are invited to stand looking at a bowl containing some water; it reminds us 
of the water of baptism. 
 
Here we now stand near the place of baptism. 
Help us, who are marked with the cross,  
to share the Lord’s death and resurrection. 
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Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion. 
Help us, for whom Lent is near,  
to enter deeply into the Easter mystery. 
 
 
Here we bless one another in your name. 
Help us, who now go in peace,  
to shine with your light in the world.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 

Song No. 716 We have a gospel to proclaim - 6 verses 
 

1.  We have a gospel to proclaim, 
     good news for all throughout the earth; 
     the gospel of a Saviour’s name: 
     we sing his glory, tell his worth. 
 

2.  Tell of his birth at Bethlehem, 
     not in a royal house or hall, 
     but in a stable dark and dim, 
     the Word made flesh, a light for all. 
 

3.  Tell of his death at Calvary, 
     hated by those he came to save; 
     in lonely suff’ring on the cross: 
     for all he loved, his life he gave. 
 

4.  Tell of that glorious Easter morn, 
     empty the tomb, for he was free; 
     he broke the pow’r of death and hell 
     that we might share his victory. 
 

5.  Tell of his reign at God’s right hand, 
     by all creation glorified. 
     He sends his Spirit on his Church 
     to live for him, the Lamb who died. 

6.  Now we rejoice to name him King: 
     Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
     This gospel-message we proclaim: 
     we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

 

Final blessing 
 
Christ, whose glory fills the skies, fill you with radiance 
and scatter the darkness from your path 
Amen. 
 
Christ, the Sun of righteousness, 
gladden your eyes and warm your heart. 
Amen. 
 
Christ, the dayspring from on high, 
draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 
Go in the light and peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
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Notices: 
 
Link to weekly bulletins for St M’s & St B’s 
 
 

QR code for donating to St Mary’s 
 

QR code for donating to St Benedict’s 
 

  
 

Or use this link for St Mary’s And this for St Benedict’s 

 

http://beneficeoflangelei.org.uk/stmarys/st-marys-bulletin-newsletters/
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/29b7b216-a05c-424d-b1d4-1888f56bb474
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/28d92963-5814-46d2-98cb-21d9695a9deb
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