
1 
 

Celtic Compline for Lent 
 
The Gathering 
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and put a 
new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence; 
and do not take your Holy Spirit from me.
    Psalm 51:10-11  
 
Let us worship the Lord. 
All praise to his name. 
For the joys and blessings of this day,  
let us worship the Lord. 
All praise to his name. 
For our Lord Jesus Christ  
who brought light to the world,  
let us worship the Lord. 
May we walk in his name. 
 
 
The Confession 
Do not forsake me, O Lord;  
O my God, do not be far from me. 
Make haste to help me,  
O Lord of my salvation. 
    Psalm 38:21-22  

 
Hear what our Lord says: 
‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest.’           Matthew 11:28  
 
When Christ came on earth he lived as a man 
who knew both hardship and despair.  
He knows your need.  
Come to him now and lay your burdens at his 
feet, and confess those sins of which you are 
ashamed. 
 
A short silence may be kept.  
 
 
Kyrie Eleison  
1. Empty, broken, here I stand, 
Touch me with your healing hand, 
Take my arrogance and pride, 
Wash me in your mercy’s tide, 
 
2. When my faith has all but gone, 
Give me strength to carry on, 
When my dreams have turned to dust, 
In you, O Lord, I put my trust, 
 

3. When my heart is cold as ice, 
Your love speaks of sacrifice, 
Love that sets the captive free, 
Oh, pour compassion down on me, 
 
4. You’re the voice that calms my fears, 
You’re the laughter dries my tears, 
You’re my music, my refrain, 
Help me sing your song again 
 
5. Humble heart of holiness, 
Kiss me with your tenderness, 
Jesus faithful friend and true, 
All I am I give to you.  
 
Lord have mercy,  
Christ have mercy,  
Lord have mercy. 
 
Eternal King and Father of all,  
in our pride and our weakness we have 
failed you and we are truly sorry.  
We are ashamed that through our own 
fault we have brought darkness and 
misery into the world.  
For the sake of your Son,  
Jesus Christ our Saviour, who died for us,  
forgive us our sins.  
Illumine the dark corners of our lives  
with your spirit of light,  
and kindle once more the flame of your 
love in our hearts. 
   
Eternal God, you have lowered the canopy of 
night and its gentle shadows cover us with 
your peace.  
May the dews of heaven heal our wounds  
and wash the tears from our eyes.  
And may the burning light of Christ banish for 
ever the darkness from our souls,  
that we may be at peace. Amen. 
 
The people who walk in darkness have seen 
a great light.       Isaiah 9.2 
 
 
We light a candle. 
 
Eternal light shine in our hearts.  
Eternal goodness deliver us from evil. 
Eternal power be our support.  
Eternal wisdom scatter the darkness of 
our ignorance. 
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Eternal pity have mercy on us,  
that with all our heart and mind and soul 
and strength, we may seek your face  
and be brought by your infinite mercy  
to your holy presence.                                    
    Alcuin of York 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Word of God  
   
Psalm  
 
Bible Reading       
 
The Prayers  
Responsory 
With broken hopes and broken promises, 
we come to you, Lord, 
for you alone can make us whole. 
With broken relationships and broken hearts, 
we come to you, Lord, 
for you alone can make us whole.      
With the broken in body and the broken in mind, 
we come to you, Lord, 
for you alone can make us whole. 
With the broken in spirit and the despairing, 
we come to you, Lord, 
for you alone can make us whole. 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
 
The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Collect 
Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray, 
and in your great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this 
night, for the love of your only Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

The Conclusion 
Kindle in our hearts, O God,  
the flame of love that never ceases, 
that it may burn in us,  
giving light to others.  
May we shine for ever in your temple,  
set on fire with your eternal light,  
even your Son Jesus Christ, 
our Saviour and our Redeemer.  
Amen.  
                   
The Blessing 
Deep peace of the running wave to you. 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you.  
Deep peace of the son of peace to you. 
God’s blessing be yours  
and well may it befall you.  
Amen. 
 
Lord, may I be wakeful at sunrise  
to begin a new day for you; 
cheerful at sunset 
for having done my work for you; 
thankful at moonrise and under starshine 
for the beauty of your universe;  
and may I givewhat little may be in me  
to add to your great world.  
Amen. 
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