
 

  

 

Benefice of Langelei 
Welcome to our Benefice Newsletter for December 2019 

Benefice Mission: “Our Vision is of a community where Christ has been brought to the community and the community 

has been brought to Christ. Our Mission as churches in this Benefice area is to maintain sacred spaces, 
and be flexible, interactive and collaborative with the use of resources.” 

T his is the title of a book I bought at the 
British Library Bookshop: a treasure 

trove of fascinating books if you’ve not 
visited. This book is a collection of some of 
Greta Thunberg’s speeches. As you will 
know, Greta is the schoolgirl who decided 
not to go to school in August 2018 in order 
to strike outside the Swedish Parliament 
over climate change. In an astonishingly 
short time Greta became a catalyst for a 
global movement that is inspiring millions 
to campaign for much more serious action 
to address climate change. 
 

Many people feel impotent in the face 
of larger issues. ‘What difference can my 
actions make’ people ask me, against the 
actions of large corporations and whole 
countries? ‘It is easy to feel small and 
insignificant in the wider scheme of things. 
Yet if I follow Jesus Christ, I cannot hide 
behind defeatism or complacency.’ 

 
At Christmas we celebrate the 

Incarnation. The Incarnation means that 
God came among us as a tiny baby. 
Vulnerable. Apparently powerless against 
the powers and dominions of his day. ‘Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?’ 
asked Nathanael when told about Jesus. 
Many doubted. Some rejected. Yet Jesus 
confounded the expectations of his time. 

History divided into B.C and A.D. as a 
result of his birth and life. 

 
The Baptism promises include the 

question ‘Do you come to Christ, the way, 
the truth and the life?’ Our response ‘I 
come to Christ’ is a moment of decision 
and is one which we can affirm daily. 
(Since being encouraged to do so by 
Rev’d Lucy Winkett, Rector of St James, 
Piccadilly, I repeat them every morning 
before opening my e-mails, and yes, I 
believe this affects how I respond.) I need 
to remind myself, daily, that through 
Christ, God is deeply involved in this 
world, and calls us to be so too. 

 
Whatever our political leaning, with the 

debates and competing promises of 
electioneering going on, or whatever we 
feel about ‘BREXIT’, if we follow Christ we 
commit, all of us, to live as citizens of 
heaven. As citizens of heaven we are 
each called by God to make our difference 
to the world and its people. You and I. 
Greta challenges us to initiate change 
rather than wait for it. Will we as Christians 
dare to start to change our habits as part 
of sharing God’s love? We worship a God 
whose love can work in the smallest 
things, and in individuals. 

 
Wishing you a joyful Christmas 
 

Rev’d Richard Howlett 

No-one is too small to 
make a difference 

One day a man was walking along the 
beach when he noticed a boy picking 
something up and gently throwing 

it into the ocean. 
 

Approaching the boy, he asked, “What are 
you doing?” The youth replied, “Throwing 

starfish back into the ocean. The surf 
is up and the tide is going out. 
If I don’t throw them back, 

they’ll die.” 
 

“Son,” the man said, “don’t you realise 
there are miles and miles of beach and 

hundreds of starfish? You can’t 
make a difference!” 

 

After listening politely, the boy bent 
down, picked up another starfish 
 and threw it back into the surf. 

Then, smiling at the man, he said… 
“I made a difference for that one.”  

 

Loren Eisley 
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WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

1 & 5: Leverstock Green's short family service at 10am in Holy 

Trinity included uniformed organisations parading their standards 

followed by an Act of Remembrance at the village War Memorial 

timed to keep silence at 11am. As always, it was very well 

attended with about 300 present this year. After last year's 

wonderful plastic poppy project, this year the trees around the 

memorial had been decorated by Hemel Yarnbombers. 

Rev’d Lizzie Hood 

 

2: Kings Langley’s annual Village Remembrance Service was 

attended by Sir Mike Penning MP, Kings Langley Parish 

Councillors, Kings Langley WI, the Fire brigade and various youth 

movements including the Guides, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and 

Explorer Scouts together with their families from the village. In 

total there were 150 Children and 189 Adults which resulted in 

standing room only in some parts of the church. 

We thank representatives from Christ Church Baptist, Rev’d 

Matthew Cooper and Kings Langley Methodist Church and Celia 

Green for their parts in the service, Phil and Lyndsay McLachlan 

for their part in reading out the names of those lost in two world 

wars and Charlotte (head girl) from Kings Langley School for her 

contribution. Our regular bugler, John Allen, played the Last Post 

and Reveille. 

The Parish Councillors are thanked for providing tea, coffee 

and refreshments after the service, along with our church flower 

arrangers who made the church look spectacular.   

Ingrid Allen, All Saints 

 

3: St Benedict's made their own ‘war memorial’ to give thanks for 

the lives of family members involved as civilians or in the services 

in the Second World War and other conflicts. 

Rev’d Richard Howlett 

 

4: Apsley’s War Memorial is dedicated to Paper Mill employees 

who died in the two World Wars. Forty one people joined Rev’d 

Richard Howlett who led a short service including a silence, 

reading, prayers and the hymn ‘O God our help in ages past’. 

Wreaths were laid by Denise Osler who organised the 

refurbishment of the Apsley Memorial Garden in 2016 and, 

representing Trustees of the Paper Trail, Chris Dyer whose father 

Harold worked for Dickinsons, had been an air raid warden and 

was killed during WW2. 

Jean & Mike Chrisp, St Mary’s 
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CONTACTS 
Norma Howie 01923 266 596 - saintskl2@tiscali.co.uk 

Benefice Office: Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS 
Office hours: Monday & Wednesday 7.30am - 2.30pm 

Thursday 12.00 - 3.00pm, Friday 11.00am - 2.30pm 

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY 
Church Lane, Kings Langley WD4 8JS 

The Rev’d James McDonald - Team Vicar 
01923 903 531 - james.a.mcdonald@live.co.uk 

 
HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN 

Bedmond Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8LJ 

 

 

 

 

The Rev’d Lizzie Hood - Team Rector 
01442 264 860 - lizziehood@aol.com 
 

The Rev’d Maxine Howarth - Assistant Curate 

07930 522 868 - curateht@gmail.com   

ST. MARY’S, APSLEY END 
London Road, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9ST 

 

The Rev’d Richard Howlett - Team Vicar 

01442 767 738 - revrhowlett@gmail.com 

ST. BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END 
Peascroft Road, Bennetts End, 

Hemel Hempstead HP3 8EP 
 

The Rev’d Richard Howlett 

Details above 

 

BENEFICE NEWSLETTER 

Editorial Team: Jean & Mike Chrisp - mikeandjean23@btinternet.com. 

Schedule 

1 March 2020 
31 May 2020 

6 September 2020 

Deadlines 

16 February 2020 
17 May 2020 

23 August 2020 

CONTENTS 
 
No-one is too small to make a difference 1 
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Bells for Remembrance  3 
Contacts 3 
Santa on his Sleigh 4 
Christmas Tree Festival at All Saints 4 
Angel Festival at St Mary’s 4 
Parish Diary 5 
Special Services and Events 6 
Everybody Welcome 7 
Around the Benefice 8 
Holy Trinity Craft Group 10 
Christmas Fair at Holy Trinity  10 
Breakfast with Santa at St Benedict’s 10 
News in Brief 11 
Benefice Quiet Day 12 
Benefice Service 12 
Benefice Barn Dance 13 
Be Aware Be Clear 14 
Holy Trinity’s 170th Birthday Celebrations Flower Festival 14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BELLS FOR REMEMBRANCE 
 

A ll Saints’ and St Mary’s bells 

were rung half-muffled on 

Remembrance Day. 

 

Muffles are leather pads fitted 

to the bell's clapper. By muffling 

the clapper on one side only, the 

blows alternate between loud 

and soft giving a mournful 'echo' 

effect appropriate for solemn 

occasions. 

NEXT ISSUE 
Much is happening in the Benefice during December. 
We’d love to have your reports and pictures to make 

a colourful display for the March 2020 Newsletter. 
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SANTA ON HIS SLEIGH 

 

D id you see a Santa Sleigh on the local streets last 
Christmas? Once again this year all the Parishes of the 

Benefice are involved in one way or another with the Hemel 
Santa Sleigh 2019. Rudolph will pull the Sleigh with Santa 
around the streets of Dacorum in the four weeks before 
Christmas, bringing much joy to the faces of local children 
and hopefully their parents! They also hope to collect a lot 
of money to aid local charities. Last year the total sum 
exceeded £17,000. 
 

The Sleigh with its marshals and drivers are provided by 
the Rotary Club of Hemel Hempstead but the collectors and 
surrogate Santas are from local community groups, twenty-
five groups in all. On Saturday 30th November, the Holy 
Trinity team will be collecting in Leverstock Green. On 
Tuesday 3rd December, collectors from St Mary’s and St 
Benedict’s will be in roads around Belswains Lane and on 
Thursday 12th December, the King‘s Langley team will 
include collectors from Kings Langley Football Club. 

 
The Sleigh will also visit thirteen different static locations 

where children will have the opportunity to sit next to Santa 
for their photo to be taken. Venues include Marlowes, 
supermarkets, Jarman cinemas, local neighbourhood shops 
and, on Sunday afternoon 1st December, the Sleigh will be 
at Bennett’s Gate when the Christmas lights are switched on. 

 
All the details of the evening routes and static locations 

can be found on the Rotary Club of Hemel Hempstead’s 
Facebook page which will also track Santa’s exact location 
on a minute-by-minute basis. Hope you catch Santa! 

 
Anyone who would like posters to print or to include on 

their own Facebook page can contact  
RCHHsleigh@gmail.com 

Janet Wright, St Mary’s 
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PARISH DIARY 

(Correct at time of going to press) 
 

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN  

Sundays   8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 10.00am Holy Communion and Junior Church  (Sunday School) - Common Worship 
Mondays  2.00pm Sewing Group - Meet in Trinity Room  
2nd Monday 7.45pm Trinity Readers 
Tuesdays 9.00am Morning Prayer 
3rd Tuesday 10.00am Music and Meditation, 63 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green  
 8.00pm Horseshoe Study Group, 61 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green 
Wednesdays 10.00am Said Holy Communion 
 2.00pm Craft Group 
 2.45pm Collective Worship at Leverstock Green School - Term Time only 
3rd Wednesday 10.00am Mothers Union Corporate Communion 
Thursdays            9.00am Morning Prayer 
 10.00am Toddlers Church - Term Time only 
3rd Thursday 3.00 - 5.00pm Friendship Teas in the Trinity Room 
 8.00pm Trinity Women’s Group - Meet in the Trinity Room 
Fridays   7.00pm Choir Practice 
Saturdays  9.00am Morning Prayer 
 10.00am Coffee Shop in Trinity Room with Traidcraft Stall 
1st Saturday 10.00am - 12 noon Churchyard Gardening Party 
 
 

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END  

Sundays 10.00am Holy Communion (Common Worship) and Young Peoples’ Groups 
1st Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
2nd Sunday  6.30pm Evening Prayer 
Mondays  10.00am - 12 noon Working Party 
 8.00pm Bell Ringing Practice 
Tuesdays  9:30am Buzzy Bees Toddler Group - (Term Time) 
Tuesdays 9.00am Holy Communion at Florence Longman House (See weekly Bulletin for dates) 
 11.00am Holy Communion at Water Mill House Care Home (See weekly Bulletin for dates) 
4th Wednesday 7.30 - 9.30pm Paper Dollies - (WI) 
Thursdays   9.00am Morning Prayer 
 9.30am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
 10.10am Study Group (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation) 
 7:30pm AA Group 
 8.00pm Study Group (Manor Estate) 
Fridays 10.00am - 12 noon Working Party 
Saturdays 10.00am - 12 noon Community Cafe  

 
 

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END 

Sundays 10.00am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
Mondays 1.00pm - 3.00pm Art Club in Church Hall (excluding bank holidays) 
 4.00pm Evening Prayer (Check weekly Bulletin for confirmation) 
 
 

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY  

Church open daily 9.30am - 5.00pm 
 
Sundays 8.00am Said Eucharist (Traditional language 1st Sunday of the month) 
 9.30am Family Eucharist and Saints on Sunday 
Tuesdays - Fridays 8.30am Morning prayer   
Tuesdays 11.00am Holy Communion at Friars Mead (usually last Tuesday of the month)  
Wednesdays 9.30am - 11.00am Tiny Tots (Term Time only) 
 7.45pm Bell Ringing Practice 
Thursdays 7.00pm All Saints Men’s Group (Usually 3rd Thursday, time varies) 
  Contact Brian McAdam: 07796 131 291  
Fridays 6.30pm Adult Choir Practice 
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SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 

 

HOLY TRINITY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN 

December 
Sunday 1st 10.00am ADVENT SUNDAY Eucharist 
Thursday 5th 7.30pm Wrap Evening for Christmas Fair - in Trinity Room 
Saturday 7th 12.00 - 3.00pm Christmas Fair - see page 10 
 3.00pm ‘Light up a Life’ - Lighting of tree with prayers 
Sunday 15th 10.00am Toddler Church - Nativity play in Parish Eucharist 
 6.00 - 7.30pm Youth Group - in Trinity Room 
Monday 16th 10.00am Leverstock Green School - Christmas Service in church 
 1.30pm Woodfield School - Christmas Service in church 
Sunday 22nd 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight - followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
Tuesday 24th 3.00pm & 5.00pm Childrens’ Crib services 
 11.30pm Midnight Mass 
Wednesday 25th 10.00am Family Christmas Communion 
Sunday 29th 8.00am Book of Common Prayer Eucharist 
 10.00am Carols Praise - non Eucharistic 
 
January 
Sunday 5th 10.00am EPIPHANY Eucharist 
Wednesday 15th 7.45pm Parochial Church Council Meeting 
Sunday 19th 10.00am Christingle Service 
Saturday 25th Time TBC Burns Night Supper 
 
February 
Sunday 2nd 10.00am CANDLEMAS 
  PCC ‘Awayday’ 
Mon 10th & Tue11th Times TBC Film showings for Lent course 
Sunday 16th 3.00pm St Valentine’s Thanksgiving for Marriage service 
Tuesday 25th  Time TBC Pancake Tea - Trinity Room 
Wednesday 26th  ASH WEDNESDAY 
 10.00am Eucharist with imposition of ashes 
 8.00pm Benefice Eucharist with imposition of ashes at All Saints Kings Langley 

 

ST MARY’S, APSLEY END 

December     
Tuesday 3rd 6.00 - 8.00pm Santa’s Sleigh Teams from St Benedict’s & St Mary’s in Belswains Lane area - see page 4 
Thursday 5th 5.30 - 6.00pm Advent Evening Prayer 
Friday 6th 1.30 - 3.30pm Angel Festival Tea with Guests & Music 
Saturday 7th 10.00am - 6.00pm Angel Festival - see page 4 
Sunday 8th 11.00am - 6.00pm Angel Festival - see page 4 
Tuesday 10th 9.30am Buzzy Bees Christmas Party - with knitted Nativity 
 2.00pm Belswains School service 
 6.30pm Florence Longman House concert 
Thursday 12th 5.30 - 6.00pm Advent Evening Prayer 
Friday 13th 7.00 - 8.00pm Carol Singing outside Sainsburys 
Sunday 15th 3.00pm Messy Christmas 
Monday 16th 6.30 - 7.30pm Carols at Water Mill House Care Home 
Tuesday 17th 7.00pm  Nash Mills Church of England School Carol service 
 7.30pm - 8.30pm Carol Singing at the White Lion - Apsley 
Thursday 19th 10.00am Two Waters School service 
 5.30 - 6.00pm Advent Evening Prayer 
Friday 20th 9.30am Nash Mills Church of England School End-of-Term service 
Tuesday 24th 11.00am Water Mill House Care Home Communion service 
 3.30pm Christingle & Crib service 
 11.15pm Midnight Mass 
 
January     
Saturday 4th 2.00pm Epiphany Games afternoon 
 
February       
Wednesday 26th 8.00pm Benefice Eucharist with imposition of ashes at All Saints, Kings Langley  
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SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 

 

ST BENEDICT’S, BENNETTS END 
December     
Monday 2nd 4.00pm Advent  Evening Prayer 
Tuesday 3rd 6.00 - 8.00pm Santa’s Sleigh Teams from St Benedict’s & St Mary’s in Belswains Lane area - see page 4 
Sunday 15th 9.15am Breakfast with Santa followed by Toy service at 10.30am - see page 10 
Monday 9th 4.00pm Advent Evening Prayer 
Monday 16th 4.00pm Advent Evening Prayer 
Tuesday 17th 9.30 - 10.30am Lime Walk service for Years 1, 2 & 3 
 10.45 - 11.45am Lime Walk service for Years 4, 5 & 6 
Wednesday 18th 10.00am Chambersbury School Christmas service 
Monday 23rd 4.00pm Advent Evening Prayer 
Tuesday 24th 4.00pm Christingle & Crib service 
 11.15pm Midnight Mass at St. Mary’s, Apsley End 
Wednesday 25th 10.00am Christmas Morning Communion 
 
January 
  See Weekly Bulletins 
 
February     
Saturday 1st 6.30pm Candlemas Quiz and Light Supper - Adults £7.50, Children £3 
Wednesday 26th 8.00pm Benefice Eucharist with imposition of ashes at All Saints Kings Langley 

 

ALL SAINTS, KINGS LANGLEY 

December 
Thurs. 5th,12th,19th 7.30pm Celtic Evening Prayer - Teaching, music and reflection for Advent 
Friday 6th 10.00am - 6pm Christmas Tree Festival - see page 4  
Saturday 7th 10.00 - 5.00pm Christmas Tree Festival - see page 4  
Sunday 8th 11.00 - 4.00pm Christmas Tree Festival - see page 4  
Sunday 15th 12.00 noon Christmas Dinner 
 3.00pm Christingle service 
Tuesday 24th 3.30pm Crib service 
 7.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols 
 11.30pm Midnight Mass 
Wednesday 25th 9.30am Family Eucharist - Followed by mince pies and coffee 
 
January 
Saturday 4th 11.00am - 12 noon Baptism Preparation  

 
February 
Wednesday 26th 8.00pm Benefice Eucharist with imposition of ashes at All Saints 

W e all have a part to play in making 

everyone feel welcome into our 

church. Our Lent Course this year 

emphasised a need for members of our 

congregation to have the specific role of 

welcoming everyone, particularly newcomers.  

 

An open meeting at St Mary’s in June and a 

PCC meeting in July resulted in an action plan 

that is updated with completed actions. ‘Quick 

Wins’ already completed include the offering of 

non alcoholic wine which has already been 

welcomed by some of our congregation. 

 

Following a workshop session for Welcomers, 

volunteers explored their role and identified good 

practice. A Welcomers rota has been set up 

for our Sunday services in addition to those 

for Sidespeople and Wardens who have 

other responsibilities. 

 

We have had very positive feedback from 

newcomers about their welcome into our church 

in the past. We hope this initiative will continue to 

encourage more people to feel valued members 

of our church family. 

 

To support this work Katharine Harper has 

designed a cover for our lovely new Welcome 

Cards available by the entrance of our church. 

 

Colin Rivett, St Mary’s 
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AROUND THE BENEFICE 

SPRING CLEAN AT HOLY TRINITY 

This willing and merry band gave Holy Trinity a thorough clean ready for 
autumn and winter.  Naturally we couldn't have managed it without a 
continuous supply of coffee and particularly good cake! 
 

Gillian Redman, Holy Trinity 

EIGHTEEN MILE HIKE 
FOR CHARITY 

Rosemary Bladon would like to 
thank everyone who contributed to 
more than £1,160 raised on 14th 
September when she walked 
eighteen miles in six hours and 
visited twenty-two places of 
worship - and then went to the 
Barn Dance! 
 

Half of the amount raised will 
come to St Mary’s - well done 
Rosemary! Thanks also to all the 
places of worship open to welcome 
the walkers and cyclists. 

 
Peter Bladon, St Mary’s 

FAREWELLS AT ST BENEDICT’S 

Team Vicar Richard paid tribute to Kate and Chadd Garvie who had been at 
St Benedict’s for eleven years. Daughter Zara was little when they arrived. 
Ruby was born here and baptised at St Benedict’s in June 2010. 
 

Richard recalled Chadd’s ready help in so many ways and his prowess at 
devising challenging Quiz questions. Kate’s contributions included time on the 
PCC, care of buildings, work as Churchwarden, membership of Team Council 
and Leverstock Green Religious Education Fund, management of our lettings 
and extensive involvement in the life of our Church School at Nash Mills. 

 
Everyone will miss Kate’s strong singing voice and the children’s excellent 

reading, their energy, developing faith and contribution to Sunday school 
activities. Cards and gifts were presented and the family was assured of our 
prayers as they settle at their new home in Tring. 

Rev’d Richard Howlett 

ALL SOULS SERVICE 

 

Congregations from St Mary’s and 
St Benedict’s combined at 4pm on 
Sunday 3rd November for our 
beautiful and moving All Souls 
Service with the symbolism of 
autumn leaves and candles.  
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LEVERSTOCK GREEN VILLAGE LIGHTS 

Holy Trinity choir was asked to sing when Sir Mike Penning switched on 
Leverstock Green Village lights. With Matt Tattershall on keyboard and John 
May on the trumpet, about 50 or 60 folk joined in renditions of well known 
carols and a good time was had by all. 

Gillian Redman, Holy Trinity 

QUIZ NIGHT AT ALL SAINTS 

This year’s annual quiz, organised by the Friends of All Saints, was held on 20th 
September at Kings Langley Community Centre where 90 of us enjoyed a 
thoroughly entertaining evening. 
 

A regular fixture on the All Saints social calendar for many years, this 
year’s event raised over £1,000 towards the fabric of our historic church. 

 
As with many of our events, these not only raise much needed funds but 

also draw in villagers from outside the church. It is on these occasions that 
our mission and welcoming are just as important as within the walls of our 
church building. This year, church members were comfortably outnumbered 
by non-churchgoers! 

Brian McAdam, All Saints 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
AT ST MARY’S 

One of our important fund raising 
events, this year’s Christmas 
Bazaar attracted more than 400 
visitors from our local community. 
Many said they’d been encouraged 
to attend by the leaflets delivered 
to every household in the parish. 
With the support of most of our 
congregation, the event raised 
nearly £4,000. Our thanks to 
everyone - hard work, but worth it! 
 

We were delighted to welcome 
our  MP, Sir Mike Penning, who 
attended with his wife and daughter. 

 
Brian Watson tells us how our 

band of ringers opened the tower 
and some 40 people climbed the 
steps to visit our fascinating ringing 
chamber. Some went further to 
look at the bells and see the clock. 
They also gained an insight into 
how the bells are rung. It would be 
great to think perhaps a few may 
return to join the band. 

 
Peter Bladon, St Mary’s 
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H oly Trinity Craft Group has been involved in fund 
raising activities for the church at various events. 

These include the Leverstock Green Annual Fete, the 
Cricket Club Christmas Fair and our own Church Fund-
raising events. 
 

We meet 2 - 4pm every Wednesday afternoon in the 
Trinity Room. Our aim is to encourage and promote 
handmade crafts while enjoying friendship and a cuppa. 

Selections of cards, sewn and knitted items are always 
available at very reasonable prices at the Saturday coffee 
mornings in the Trinity Room. 

 
We welcome new craft ideas and thank our members for 

their contribution to the group as well as for the skills and 
the friendship they bring. New members are always 
welcome, so if you enjoy CRAFTING come and join our 
friendly group for a cuppa and biscuit. 

 
For more information please call Jean Britt (01442 408 

592), Jenny Chaney (01442 401 184), Jean Saunders 
(01442 213 514) or Pauline Lindsey (01442 269 507). 

 
Jean Saunders, Holy Trinity. 

HOLY TRINITY CRAFT GROUP 
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Archdeacon retiring! 

The Venerable Jonathan Smith, 
Archdeacon of St Albans, has 
announced his retirement after 
Christmas. Jonathan has been a good 
friend and support to our Benefice and 
we wish him well in his retirement. 
Individuals and PCCs are invited to 
contribute to a gift via the Bishop of 
St Albans' office. There will be a 

farewell service for Archdeacon Jonathan at St Albans 
Cathedral on Saturday 11th January at 4pm. 

Rev’d Lizzie Hood 
 

Bring and Share lunch 

Following the Sunday morning service 
on 3rd November, Richard hosted a 
‘Bring and Share Lunch’ to thank all 
those who contribute to the running of 
our church. Some 27 members of the 
congregation enjoyed a splendid 
repast including homemade bread, 
salads and desserts while having time 
to socialise. Our thanks to those who 
supplied the food and to Viv and 
Melanie who organised the occasion. 

 Vivian Hagel 
 

Messy Church: 
‘Jesus Calms the Storm.’ 

All the activities chosen for our Messy 
Church on 20th October were based 
on Jesus waking after falling asleep 
while fishing and then commanding 
‘the waves to be still’. 

Models, a banner, a picture and a 
prayer were created. A Calm Corner 
with lights and music depicting the 

sound of waves was very popular. A fishing boat made of 
newspaper took pride of place near the altar. We shared the 
story and prayers, had a hot meal and finished with an 
edible boat made with sweets and biscuits. 

Messy Church is good fun for everyone. Please join us 
at 3pm on 15th December for Messy Christmas and in 2020 
on 19th January, 16th February and 15th March. 

Vivian Hagel 
 

New Bell Ropes 

We are all very grateful to Peter Bladon who managed to 
obtain a grant from the Boxmoor Trust for six new bell ropes 
which have been ordered and should be delivered and fitted 
in the New Year. 
 

Into his Nineties 

Eric Malin celebrated his 90th birthday 
on 8th November with a gathering of 
friends at St Mary’s church following 
the Sunday morning service on 10th 
with a beautiful cake made by 
Jan Wilson. 

Jean Chrisp 
 
 

Christian Aid in Kings Langley 

Kings Langley Christian Aid held their annual charity meal 
on 11th November at the Cinnamon Lounge restaurant in 
the High Street. 61 people attended and £702.10 was 
raised from ticket sales and donations. 

It was a lovely evening with people from within the 
community and wider afield coming together to enjoy 
excellent food and great company. 

Our thanks to all who contributed to such a good 
evening and to owner Kaz and his staff for their helpful and 
friendly service on the night and for generously giving most 
of the proceeds to Christian Aid . 

Paul Tucker, Chair Christian Aid, Kings Langley  
 

Communion before 
Confirmation 

Children received  preparation on a 
day course at St Benedict's on 
19th October by Peter Bladon, 
Carole Camp, Bob Day and myself. 

Four of the children took their 
First Communion  the following 
Sunday, 20th October, two at St 
Benedict’s and Matĕj Kubin and 
Alexander Woods at St Mary’s.   

Rev’d Richard Howlett 
 

Solo Plus Lunches 
at St Mary’s 

Our Solo Plus Lunch group continues 
to grow under the leadership of Joy 
West, coming together for food and 
fellowship once a month. 

Peter Bladon 
 
Organ Recital at St Mary’s Church 
A recital by Laura Cahillane on 26th October was well 
attended and thoroughly enjoyed. As one of our regular 
organists, Laura offered to play for church funds and £300 
was raised. Followed by tea and refreshments it was a very 
successful event. 

Viv Hagel 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Trinity. Once introductions had been 
made, opening prayers were said. 
The children were invited to go to a 
separate room to enjoy junior church 
activities before re-joining us later to 
show what they had been doing. 

 
Richard continued with the service 

following the normal pattern of prayer, 
readings for this particular Sunday 
followed by the sermon.  The Gospel 
reading was taken from Luke Ch. 17. 
v11-19, the story of Jesus and the ten 
lepers.  Fr James preached the sermon 
based on this Gospel and he asked the 
congregation to think about what the 
reading meant, what we thought of the 
lepers and what this story meant to us. 
Jesus cured all ten lepers but only one 
returned to thank him. The sermon was 

T he United Benefice Service  on 
13th October this year took place 

at St Benedict’s church to celebrate 
ten years of the Benefice of Langelei. 
I remember the numerous meetings 
held mainly at All Saints, Kings 
Langley to discuss the joining of the 
four churches, Holy Trinity, 
St Benedict’s, St Mary’s and All Saints 
into one Benefice.  Here we are today, 
with congregations from all four 
churches, combined choirs and clergy, 
meeting together to celebrate and 
worship in harmony and reverence, as 
we have for each of the last ten years 

 
St Benedict’s welcomed all comers 

and the church was full to bursting. 
The combined choirs sang the Introit. 
The Service was led by Rev’d Richard 

Howlett, Team Vicar of St Benedict’s 
and St Mary’s and he introduced the 
Team Rector, Rev’d Lizzie Hood, 
Fr James McDonald, Team Vicar in 
charge of All Saints and Rev’d Maxine 
Howarth, Assistant Curate at Holy 

 

O n a beautiful 
day at the end 

of August, twenty 
or so of us 
gathered in the 
lovely parish room 
at Chipperfield for 
a day of relative 
peace and quiet. 
 

Following an 
introduction and 
opening prayers, Mary Salter, our guide for the day, led us 
in thoughts about ‘Life in all its fullness’. In the morning we 
had two talks with quiet times between. After lunch, we had 
another talk, more quiet time and a simple service of Holy 
Communion before ending with discussion about the day. 

 
During the quiet times we were free to wander around 

the church or through the adjoining woodland. Some chose 
to watch the cricket! 

 
As an introduction to the subject, we were led through 

some promises and claims made by Jesus to his followers, 
as recorded in John’s gospel. We were invited to think 
about each of them and what it meant to us. They included 
eternal life (3:16, 5:12), living water (4:13, 7:37), the bread 

of life (6:35), the 
light of the world 
(8:12), and the 
good shepherd 
(10:11). (All 
references to 
John’s gospel.) 
 

Later we looked 
at references in the 
Bible to times of 
trouble, including 
several in the 

Psalms. Verse 1 of Psalm 22 is well known as Jesus quoted 
it on the cross: ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?’ Some are more encouraging, such as ‘Call upon me in 
the day of trouble’ (Psalm 50:15), and ‘Is any of you in 
trouble? He should pray’ (James 5:13). 

 
Remembering the reference in Psalm 23 to a cup 

running over, we were invited to mark a line on a number of 
cups to indicate how full our life was of various aspects 
including laughter, joy, friends, family, possessions, and 
anything else we considered important. 

 
We give our thanks to Mary for leading us and to Lizzie 

for making the arrangements. 
Tim Bourne, Holy Trinity 

BENEFICE QUIET DAY, SATURDAY 31 AUGUST 

Photo: Rosemary BladonPhoto: Rosemary BladonPhoto: Rosemary Bladon   

UNITED BENEFICE SERVICE AT ST BENEDICT’S 
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band of volunteers who organised the event from behind the 
scenes - Sue from All Saints, Gemma and Sue from St 
Mary’s, Beverley at Holy Trinity and yours truly for St 
Benedict’s. 

 
Our thanks also to everyone who contributed, from 

selling tickets to bringing dessert donations on the night, 
and, of course to everyone who came along. 

 
With ticket sales, raffle and pudding donations, we 

raised £234.50 for the charity Embrace the Middle East, 
tackling poverty and injustice in the Middle East. For more 
information please visit https://www.embraceme.org/ 

 
Alison Murray, St Benedict’s 

Photos: Rev’d Lizzie Hood 

O n 14th September, we put on our dancing shoes for 
the Benefice Barn Dance. The ever popular 

Threadneedle Band provided the foot-tapping music 
accompanied by the wonderful Wendy, our caller, who so 
eloquently told us which foot goes where and in which 
direction to turn! (Following these instructions was a whole 
other matter!) 
 

A great thing about a Barn Dance is that it gets us all 
mixing together and meeting people we may not have met 
before from our sister churches, in an informal and fun way, 
plus giving us some exercise … very much needed after the 
supper - and desserts, in particular! 
 

Our thanks to Nash Mills Church of England school for 
the use of their school hall, and to the committed merry 

BENEFICE BARN DANCE 14 SEPTEMBER 

thought provoking and I suggest, if you 
have time, you read these verses in 
Luke’s Gospel.  

 
A time of reflective intercessions 

followed and then we shared the 
Peace, a friendly handshake with 
people from all four churches. The 
children returned and helped bring the 
bread and wine to the table in 
readiness for Holy Communion. 
Richard officiated and Lizzie and 
Maxine were the chalice assistants. 
Rosemary Knight, Director of Music at 
Holy Trinity, played the electric piano 
and the choir sang the Anthem 
beautifully while Communion 
progressed.  

 
When the service was almost 

finished, the children were invited to 
the front of the church to share what 
they had been doing during junior 
church. They showed us their 
drawings having followed the same 
Gospel reading mixed in with some fun 
and songs.  

 
The Service concluded and we 

were treated to hot drinks and cakes 
by St Benedict’s. 

 
Sue Gouch, Holy Trinity 

Photos: Barbara Le-Tallec 
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W hat a wonderful weekend we had on 26th and 27th 
October! It started early on the Thursday morning 

with the arrival of friends from Holy Trinity, other churches 
and the village to start installing the flower arrangements. 
Friday saw more flowers appearing - so much colour, so 
many wonderful creations and, as we had to keep the 
church cool for the flowers, lots of cups of tea and coffee in 
the Trinity Room to warm everyone. 

 
We decided to ask people to make arrangements based 

on each of the decades since the Church was built. Having 
put lists of events together, first choice was anything that 
related to the church, then the village, Hemel Hempstead 
and then of national significance. A lot of debate went on 
among the committee about which titles to choose. Such 
wonderful, inspired pieces appeared from our talented 
arrangers. To back up the historical theme we produced a 
new Church History booklet and guide, and a framed Vicar’s 
board beautifully written by a local calligrapher. 

 

Our Flower Festival started at 10am on Saturday with 
the arrival of the Mayor of Dacorum, Councillor Terry 
Douris, who spent time looking all around the church and 
then stayed for coffee. The morning remained fairly quiet, 
due to some strange happening in Japan, but once that 
finished, more visitors started arriving. Lunchtime with our 
home-made soup on the go proved popular, and it remained 
busy until we closed at 5pm. Our craft group’s stall sold lots 
of their produce, including some Christmas goodies. 

 
On Sunday morning at 10am we had a celebratory 

Eucharist led by Bishop Alan, whom we always enjoy 
having with us. Then after coffee, the Flower Festival was 
back open for business. Sir Mike Penning was our guest 
during the early afternoon, spending time looking around 
before adjourning for refreshments. There was a happy 
buzz of chatting around the church as people studied the 
arrangements, and in the Trinity Room, with people 
enjoying the lunches and home-made cakes. 

 

M y introduction to St Mary’s about 
thirty-three years ago was as a 

Brownie, then as a Guide. With fond 
memories of a trip on the canal when I was 
about nine and of the late Vera Pocock, I’d 
like to think I’m not a complete stranger. 
For the last fifteen years or so I’ve been 
worshipping at Belmont Road Baptist 
church. 
 

While feeling particularly depressed 
about my disability, I began to think how 
God had allowed me to be born with 
Cerebral Palsy in order to educate others 
about disability. This led to my ambition 
concerning Disability Awareness and, soon 
after leaving University, while at the 
Volunteer Centre, I set up my own project: 
‘Be Aware, Be Clear’. 

 
Since 2003, following my job at the 

Volunteer Centre, I’ve worked at Watford 
General hospital. This put my Disability 
Awareness work on a back burner. However, I used some 
holiday time to give talks, including my annual talk to year 
12 students at Parmiter’s school. 

 
Full time work was a struggle but I persevered until my 

manager kindly reduced my work load but the busy nature 
of the job would not permit this to be a permanent 
arrangement. To my amazement and thanks be to God, the 

Director of HR, aware of my passion about 
Disability Awareness, created a new job for 
me as Disability Champion, a role which I 
was proud to take up last November. 
 

Flexible three-day week working suits 
me perfectly and, as a result, my health has 
improved greatly. The arrangement allows 
me to attend meetings or deliver disability 
awareness sessions as required. My non-
working days are also productive but I can 
have a bit of a lie-in, get my jobs done to 
suit my own schedule and have time to 
spend on my Disability Awareness project: 
‘Be Aware, Be Clear’. This involves 
arranging dates for talks to schools and 
organisations and writing my new blog: ‘A - 
Z of Disability’. To find out more, please visit 
my website: www.beawarebeclear.org go to 
the blog and subscribe to receive email 
notification whenever I add a new post. 

 
If you know of a school, youth club, church 

or other organisation likely to be interested in a talk, please 
contact me by email: heidibuckell@hotmail.com My talks for 
children and young people last for about twenty minutes 
and for adults about forty minutes. Other than my travel 
costs, all my sessions are free. Full details and letters of 
recommendation can be found on my website: 
www.beawarebeclear.org. 

Heidi Bucknell. 

HOLY TRINITY’S 170th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
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We finished Sunday with Choral Evensong, our own 
choir being augmented by choir members from other 
churches in the Benefice. Wonderful music with all the 
spectacular arrangements around us made such a lovely 
end to a great weekend. 
 

Beverley Burgess and Pauline Lindsey, Holy Trinity 

Welcome: Photograph by Beverley Burgess. 

Rainbow colours for pew ends. 

1901: Death of Queen Victoria 

1860: Florence Nightingale’s first Nursing School. 

1850s: Railways arrive in Britain. 
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Two World Wars. 1937: Coronation of King George VI. 

1976: Eurovision Song Contest. 2005: Explosion at Buncefield. 1884: Greenwich Mean Time established. 

1920: Leverstock Green Cricket Club. 1953: Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. 


