
   

Benefice of Langelei  Newsletter 
Benefice Mission: “Our Vision is of a community where Christ has been brought to the community and the community 
has been brought to Christ. Our Mission as churches in this benefice area is to maintain sacred spaces, and be flexible, 

interactive and collaborative with the use of resources” 

September 2018 

Hello and welcome to our Benefice Newsletter 

 

 

It’s all about you, Jesus.   
I write this having just returned from a week (my 2nd time) at Le Pas Opton, the Spring 
Harvest Holiday Camp on the French Atlantic Coast south of Nantes.  Being high season 
the site was full, mainly of English families and also a group from the Netherlands.  
There was a full range of children’s groups: Life-kids 0-3, Power 4-6, Omega 7-9, Legacy 
10-12, Pulse 13-15 & Outbreak 16-18, each having a wonderful set of prayed up leaders.  
We enjoyed their contributions to the closing Sunday morning communion and they 
also enjoyed sports, pool time, dance, crafts etc. as well as lively discussions about Jesus 
and Christianity. 
Singing choruses is not everyone’s cup of tea but I am uplifted when worshipping with 
300+ Christians of all denominations from all over the UK; the sense of loving oneness is 
palpable.  Our speakers for the week were Anne & Gavin Calver.  Gavin worked for 
Youth for Christ for some years and now works for The Evangelical Alliance. He briefly 
told us what it does, especially representing all Evangelicals (i.e. all of us!?) to the 
authorities and bringing unity (not uniformity) to mission, while supporting CAP, Food Banks, etc. (see website).  This 
made me realise what a valuable job CTHH (Churches Together in Hemel Hempstead) does through us for our borough.  
Apparently we have more freedoms in the UK than any other country – let’s make the most of them. 
The week’s theme was Let’s look at Jesus.  The 2nd curate at our Church Plant in Darlington had emblazoned across her 
lounge wall It’s all about you, Jesus and I was pleased to be reminded of this fundamental truth.  We had dealt with the 
feeding of the 5000 a couple of Sundays before and Lizzie had led the Benefice ministry team on a study of this well 
known story so what more could I gain?  Well I hadn’t fully grasped the parable aspect; however little we have to offer, 
God in Jesus will turn it  into a lot, more than we can ever imagine.  In the face of Jesus we rightly feel terribly sinful, 
but hopefully not too humble to offer what we can, for our tiny portion becomes so much greater in his hands.   
Gavin told us that the most frequent question asked by teenagers these days is: what does it look like?  Ensure we 
have a visual bible, he said, because these days people listen with their eyes.  In John 13 we discover how Jesus, the 
creator of the universe, sets about washing his disciples feet (a job reserved for Gentile slaves) so they can eat supper 
with him. Jesus shows the depth of his love by this humble action.  Peter, of course, wasn’t having any of it.  Do we let 
our agenda get in the way of God’s?  Do we need to get off our agenda?  It starts with prayer; prayer leads to 
knowledge; knowledge leads to action.  John makes clear that Jesus knew his last days were here.  What was his 
action?  He washes his disciples’ feet to show just how much God loves them, and us.  Feet were enough for now, but 
on the cross he washes all our sins away.  Jesus sacrifices his dignity for he is always concerned with others, not 
himself.  We know the end of the story; we know Jesus wins.  Yet we are often so concerned with ourselves we fail to 
do what Jesus wants.  It is hard being a Christian and getting harder in the UK as we are increasingly on the wealthier 
side.  Gavin believes there has to be more sacrifice, more self denial.  Jesus asks: Will you surrender all to me so I can 
wash you completely? Will you take up my cross and follow me?   It’s so hard.  All we can do is pray:  Lord help me to 
be better, to change, however slowly, to be more like you.  What I have I give him; give my heart.   May God bless all 
our activities & actions this autumn and may we never lose sight of who it’s all about, Jesus, our living Lord & saviour.  
AMEN. 
Bob Day. 
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Christian Aid in Kings Langley: Working together in the Benefice 
 

Greetings from Christian Aid in Kings Langley. We are an active group as part of ‘Churches Together’ and are always 
very grateful for the help we get from our friends at All Saints. This year we celebrated 50 years of working together 
and were particularly pleased to have a united service at Kings Langley Senior School in April when Rowan Williams 
was our guest speaker. We have good links with the School and also Nash Mills and are seeking to develop these 
further. It now seems a good opportunity to let you know what we are doing over the next few months as it would be 
lovely to see you at any of these activities. We also thought that it was right to explore opportunities where we might 
be able to work together at various times of the year, but perhaps most especially over Christian Aid week in May.  

 

Our next activity is a ‘Simple Meal’ at Christ Church Baptist, The Nap, Kings Langley on 14 October. We recognise that 
you have a united service that day but if you able to join us afterwards it would be lovely to see you. It will start at 
12.30 and our guest speaker will be Adrian Whalley from Christian Aid and he will be talking about his visit to Christian 
Aid projects in Colombia. We have a simple meal together and donations in lieu of our normal meal go to Christian Aid. 
If you are able to join us please let me know so we can include you in our numbers (paul.tucker15@btinternet.com or 
07597653382) or Keith Gower at All Saints (gowerkeith@hotmail.co.uk ). 

 

Forthcoming activities: 
14 October: Simple Meal, Christ Church Baptist, Kings Langley, 12.30 to 2.00pm. Do come and join us.  
20 October: Traidcraft Day, Hollybank, Common Lane, WD48BL. 10.00 to 2.00pm. Come along and browse and 
buy fairly traded goods for Christmas.  
12 November: Cinnamon Lounge Charity Meal, 7.30pm-come on your own or with friends. Tickets available from 
Paul or Keith-details above, or lists will be available in the local churches.   
14 December: Carol Singing with pupils from Nash Mills School, Sainsbury’s Apsley, 10.30 to 12.00.  
22 December: Carol Singing, Kings Langley High Street, 10.00 to 11.00 
 

Please do let me know if you have thoughts about how we might work more closely together. 
With best wishes,     
Paul Tucker   
Chair, Christian Aid in Kings Langleyhttp://www.kings-langley-churches.org.uk/    
Twitter: Find us at: cakingslangley   Facebook: Find us at: Christian Aid in Kings Langley   
 
The team behind the Newsletter:  
Hello, my name is Norma Howie and I am your Benefice Administrator.  I started here in 
February 2009, the year after I became the Benefice Administrator for the Hemel Hempstead 
team of churches, looking after the administration for their five churches.  The two jobs are 
similar but there are certainly differences. There is no typical day and each session is fully taken 
up as I move or am moved by circumstances from one task to another. Planning is just not 
possible!  Monday mornings are normally spent preparing the bulletins for Holy Trinity and St 
Benedict's, and the service sheet and Signpost for All Saints’. Thankfully, St Mary’s prepare their 
own bulletin and it just comes to me for copying.   Interruptions are a constant part of the job.  
People popping in looking for their ancestors' graves.  Enquiries for weddings, baptisms, 
interment of ashes, memorials and copy certificates can come in on a daily basis. I deal with the 
finances as well.  Invoicing for weddings and interments, and receiving and disbursing the fees 
each month. Dealing with 9 churches has its moments!  I have been known to wake in the middle of the night worrying 
that I have missed something of vital importance.  I love the variety of the work and  I hope that I am stoical and good 
humoured most of the time!  I am in my tenth year here and I am thankful that I can still cope.  At 64, I have no plans 
to retire just yet and I hope you will put up with me for several years to come.  

 
 
I am Odette Morley of St Mary’s and I took on the role as editor for the newsletter  about 18 

months ago.  I am a secondary school teacher , wife and mum of 2.  I also teach Sunday School 

to the under 5’s at St Mary’s which I enjoy. I collate the newsletter and  send it to Norma for 

printing.   

 
 

mailto:paul.tucker15@btinternet.com
mailto:gowerkeith@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.kings-langley-churches.org.uk/
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Contact details: 

Benefice Office: 01923 266596 

All Saints Church, Kings Langley 

The Revd. Lizzie Hood– Acting Team Rector 
01442 264860 
Lizziehood@aol.com. 
 
Church Lane, Kings Langley, WD4 8JS      
                             
Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green 
 
The Revd Lizzie Hood—Team Vicar at Holy Trinity  
01442254860                                                    
Lizziehood@aol.com. 
 
The Revd. Hitesh Dodhia - Permission to Officiate                    

07546 033740 
hitesh@beneficeoflangelei.org.uk 

Bedmond Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8LJ.  

St Mary’s Apsley 

The Revd. Richard Howlett - Team Vicar 
01442 767738 
revrhowlett@gmail.com 
London Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 9ST 

St. Benedict’s, Bennetts End 
 
The Revd Richard Howlett- Team Vicar 
01442 767738 
revdrhowlett@gmail.com 

Peascroft Road, Bennetts End, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8EP 

Benefice Newsletter 
 
Publishing schedule:   Deadline for articles: 
 
December 2nd 2018   November 18th 
March 3rd 2019    February 17th 
June 2nd 2019    May 19th 
September 1st 2019   August 18th 
December 1st 2019   November 17th 

Send articles to: ode19uk@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:Lizziehood@aol.com.
mailto:Lizziehood@aol.com.
mailto:hitesh@beneficeoflangelei.org.uk
mailto:revdrhowlett@gmail.com
mailto:revdrhowlett@gmail.com
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Special Services and Events   
Continued on page 5 

All Saint’s   

September   

Tuesday 4th 8pm Benefice service planning meeting at Holy Trinity  

Thursday 6th 7.30pm PCC Meeting 

Saturday 8th 10am—4pm Benefice Quiet Day at Douai Abbey  

Sunday 9th 12:30pm Sharing Lunch in Church Hall 

Friday 21st 7:30 for 8pm Friends of All Saints’ Quiz Night at the Community Centre  

Monday 24th 1.30pm Local Ministry Development Team meets in the hall  

October   

Sunday 7th 9.30am Harvest Thanksgiving Service 

 12.30pm Pudding Club in Church Hall 

Sunday 14th 10.30am United Benefice Service at Holy Trinity 

Monday  29th 1.30pm Local Ministry Development Team meets in the hall 

November   

Monday 5th 7.30pm PCC Meeting 

Tuesday 6th 7.30pm Team Council Meets at Holy Trinity 

Sunday 11th 10am Village Remembrance Service followed by display in church organised by the Museum  

Monday 26th 1.30pm Local Ministry Development Team meets in the hall 

December   

7th-9th  Christmas Tree Festival in Church 

St Benedict’s   

September   

Tuesday 11th 7.30pm PCC meeting 

Saturday 22nd 4pm Pet Service 

Saturday 29th TBC Harvest Supper and activities  

Sunday 30th 10am Harvest festival followed by baptism at 12 o’clock 

October   

Tuesday 9th 7.30pm Chapter meeting at St Benedict’s 

Saturday 20th 11am -2pm Autumn Fayre 

November   

Sunday 4th 6pm Commemoration of the  departed 

Sunday 11th 10am Rememberance Sunday Service 

Wednesday 14th  PCC meeting 

St Mary’s   

September   

Wednesday 19th 7.30pm Nb PCC 

October   

Sunday 7th 10am Harvest Family Service 

Sunday 14th 10am Enefice Service at Holy Trinity 

 6pm Harvest Evensong 
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Tuesday 23rd 9am and 11am Communion Service at Florence Longman (9am) and Watermill House (11am) 

November   

Friday 9th 10.40am Remembrance Service at Apsley Papermill 

Sunday 11th 9am Morning Prayer 

 10.30am Remembrance Service at All Saint’s King’s Langley 

 6pm Commemoration of the Departed service 

Saturday 17th  Christmas Bazaar 

Sunday 18th 3pm Messy Church 

 6.30pm Deanery Confirmation at Boxmoor 

Tuesday 20th  9am  and 11am Services at Florence Longman (9am) and Watermill House (11am) 

 7.30 for 7.45pm PCC meeting 

Holy Trinity   

September   

Saturday 1st 7.30pm Summer Musical Evening , 2 choirs: Just A Capella and Gospel Arts Manna 

Sunday 2nd 10am 'Back to School' family service 

Wednesday 5th 2pm Mothers' Union meeting in Trinity Room 

Thursday 6th 10am Toddler Church resumes 

Saturday 8th 10am—4pm Benefice Quiet Day at Douai Abbey 

Wednesday 12th 7.45pm Parochial Church Council meeting 

Thursday 20th 3-5pm Friendship Tea 

Saturday 22nd 9.30am Big Church Autumn Clean 

October   

Saturday 6th 9.30am—1pm Gift morning 

 7.30pm Brass band concert & Harvest Supper 

Sunday 7th 10am Harvest Festival 

Sunday 14th 10.30am Benefice Anniversary Service at HT 

Thursday 18th 3-5pm Friendship Tea 

Thursday 25th 8pm—9pm 'Mapping Remembrance' discussion group in Trinity Room 

Wednesday 31st TBA Halloween Children's Light Party 

November   

Thursday 1st & 8th 8pm-9pm 'Mapping Remembrance' discussion group in Trinity Room 

Sunday 4th 3pm Annual Service of Thanksgiving & Remembrance 

Tuesday 6th 7.30pm Benefice Team Council at HT 

Friday 9th TBA WW1 exhibition in church 

Sunday 11th 11am Act of Remembrance at War Memorial 

 7.30pm Vigil for Peace 

Monday 12th 6.30pm Leverstock Green W.I. Centenary Service 

Wednesday 14th 7.45pm Parochial Church Council meeting 

Thursday 15th 3-5pm Friendship Tea 

Saturday 17th 7.30pm Parish Quiz Night at LG School 
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News from All Saints’, Kings Langley 
 
Kings Langley Carnival, 23rd June 
This has been an annual event in the Kings Langley social calendar for many years and during this time this has been 
enthusiastically supported by members of All Saints’, this year being no exception. Members of our fund-raising team 
ran a very successful tombola – not only did we raise £600.00 for church funds but we met with many villagers, with 
whom we were able to share the good news with our activities at All Saints’. 
 
Abbot’s Hill School Chamber Choir Concert, 3rd July 
The girls of Abbot’s Hill School Chamber Choir gave a splendid concert at All Saints’ on an evening where we had stiff 
competition from devotees of the England Football Team in their evening game against Columbia in the World Cup! 
Those who stayed away from the concert missed an absolute corker, with a variety of songs ranging from Faure’s Can-
tique de Jean Racine to Putting on the Ritz by Irving Berlin. Furthermore, due to extra time and the penalty shoot-out, 
it would have been possible to enjoy the concert and the agonies of watching England qualify for the quarter finals - 
which I did! The concert raised a very impressive £1,200.00 which will be shared with the church and St Francis Hos-
pice, but again it was good to share the evening with many newcomers to the church. 
 
Jazz Evening, 21st July 
We took a bit of a risk with this one, as the fund-raising committee decided to have this as an outdoor event in the 
Kings Langley Village Garden. We were lucky in that the weather was kind to us (something to do with the July heat-
wave!) so that the entertainment could be enjoyed outside for the duration of the concert. Once again, the music was 
provided by the Infinite Jazz Ensemble, featuring the Rev’d Rickey Simpson Gray, who many of you will have met when 
training as an ordinand at All Saints. The evening raised just over £500.00. 
 
On a serious note these events not only raise much needed funds but also draw in villagers outside the church. It is on 
these occasions where our mission and welcoming are just as important as within the walls of our church building.  
 
Forthcoming Events 
Our ever-popular quiz is taking place this year on Friday, 21st September at the Kings Langley Community Centre. If you 
would like to take part, especially if you would like to enter a team, please contact Brian McAdam on 01923 266667. 
 
Sad News 
In addition to sharing some joyful occasions with you, we have been greatly saddened recently to lose two well-loved 
members of our congregation, Norman Machell and Gerald Darvill, both of who have played a major part of our life at 
All Saints’ in a variety of roles. Our thoughts and prayers are with their families at this difficult time. We ask you to 
share in our prayers for Elizabeth and Olive and their families.  
 
Brian McAdam 
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All Saints Pudding Club Meeting 
 
By Ingrid Allen All Saints Church Warden 
 
On Sunday 20 May Ingrid and Clare hosted the first All Saints Pudding club meeting. 
 
For those of you that have never experienced the Pudding club, here is a little history. 
 
The Original Pudding club was started in the Cotswold Village of Mickleton in 1985 by a small 
group of dedicated pudding lovers. They were determined not to let the traditional British 
Pudding become extinct. On that first meeting the group met for an evening of indulgence 
where the stars included seven delicious puddings  - treacle  sponge and jam roly poly were 
just a few. 
 
Ingrid and Clare invited All Saints PCC members and family to join them on Sunday 20 May at the church for dinner. 
 
On arrival everyone was offered a glass of Elderflower and lemonade with John our “Master of Ceremonies” for the 
afternoon explaining the history behind the original Pudding Club meeting and how the afternoons proceeding would 
progress. From starting with a light main course to everyone trying the five puddings we had on offer.  
 
Once seated, a light lunch of either pork or chicken with potatoes, carrots and green beans was served. Then the main 
event took place, we then paraded the five puddings in. On offer were: Spotted Dick served with butter and syrup, 
Sticky Toffee Pudding served with sticky toffee sauce, Lemon Pudding Cake with cream, Rhubarb Crumble & Custard 
and Summer Pudding with cream. Having tried all the puddings on offer (plus seconds), we then scored them. Every-
one present was asked to vote for their favourite(s).  
 
On this occasion as the weather was hot the Summer Pudding came out on Top. However, everyone agreed that had 
the weather been cold the voting would have been different. 
 
Before the meeting finished everyone was presented with a certificate 
of attendance. We also made some money for the church and will be 
repeating the meeting again in October  with different puddings and 
invites will be sent out to churches in the Benefice. This time we will be 
offering a soup as the main course and five puddings to try.  Watch out 
for more information on the All Saints page of the Benefice website.                               
 

Restoring Broken gates- and Lives 
 
After several clumsy attempts to fix  two rickety garden gates, I thought it was time to get a proper job done by a     
professional.  So I fished out a leaflet which I had filed a couple of years ago which advertised the services of a garden 
maintenance business called Betel.  Apart from a couple of typographical mistakes, it looked quite promising.   A      
feature which caught my interest  was the statement that it was a Christian-based enterprise which provided employ-
ment for  people recovering from alcohol/drug abuse or who were homeless. 
The price quoted for the job seemed reasonable so, with some hesitation,  I placed an order.   On the day and time 
agreed, three well-tanned, muscular men  arrived with  an impressive range of tools. The work went well and the team 
members were efficient and polite.  We were well satisfied with the quality of the work done.  An added attraction was 
the knowledge that, as well as providing a good service,  these chaps were being helped  to get back into useful work-
  rather a gardening counterpoint to DENS, if you like.  (They do a wide range of garden-related work such as  tree 
pruning, fencing and paving). 
Fuller details of the range of services offered can be found  on www.betelgardens.co.uk- well worth a look. 
  
Harold Taylor    
All Saints 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.betelgardens.co.uk-/
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Parish Diary (correct at time of going to press) 
 
All Saints, Kings Langley 
 
Sundays:  08.00   Said Eucharist (1st Sunday Book of Common Prayer)                                                                                                                               
   09.30  Family Eucharist    
Wednesdays  7.45pm Bell ringing practice                                                                                  
Fridays  6.30pm Adult  Choir Practice                                                                       
                                                                 
Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green 
 
Sundays    10.00am Holy Communion & Junior Church  (Sunday School)                                                                        
Mondays   2.00pm Sewing Group meet in Trinity Room  
2nd Monday  10am   Coming to Stillness, contemplative prayer group  
2nd Mondays 7.45pm Trinity Readers 
Last Monday  10.00am TLC carers group 
Tuesdays  9.00am Morning Prayer                                                                                                                    
2nd Tuesday  7.30pm Trinity Men’s Group                                                                                                                             
3rd Tuesday  10.00 am Music and Meditation, 63 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green  
   8.00pm Horseshoe study Group, 61 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green                                                                    
Wednesdays  10.00 am Said Holy Communion   
Alternate  
Wednesdays         2pm            Craft Group     
   2.45pm Collective Worship at Leverstock Green School  - Term Time only                                                                 
3rd Wednesday 10.00am    Mothers Union Corporate Communion   
Thursdays            9.00am        Morning Prayer                                                                                                                                    
   10.00 am Toddlers Church  - Term Time only                                                                                                               
3rd Thursday  8.00pm Trinity Women’s Group—meet in the Trinity Room                                                                                                     
Fridays    7.00pm Choir Practice                                                                                                                                                                 
Saturdays   9.00am Morning Prayer 
   10.00 am Coffee Shop in Trinity Room with Traidcraft stall. 
1st Saturday  10am—12  Churchyard Gardening Party 
 
St Marys, Apsley 
 
1st Sunday  08.00     Said Eucharist at All Saints during the Vacancy                                                                                                                                          
Sundays  10.00       Sung Eucharist and Young Peoples’ Groups                                                                                                    
   6.30pm Evensong                                                                                                                                                       
Mondays   10am-12 Working Party                                                                                                                                                                                                
   8.00pm     Bell ringing Practice                                                                                                                                                      
Tuesdays   09:30            Buzzy Bees Toddler Group     (Term Time)   
Wednesday (4th)  19:30  Paper Dollies (WI)                                                                                                                            
Thursdays    09.00  Morning Prayer                                                                                                                                        
   09.30  Said Eucharist (Common Worship) 
   10.00  Study group (Please check beforehand: may not be held certain weeks if vicar on leave) 
   19:30   AA Group                                                                                                                                       
Fridays  10am-12 Working Party                                                                                                                                       
Saturdays    10.00  Saturday Café   
   
St Benedicts, Bennetts End 
 
Sundays   10.00  Parish Eucharist   
Mondays   16.00  Evening Prayer (all welcome)                                                                                                                               
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News from Holy Trinity 

ANTIQUES EVENING AT HOLY TRINITY 

In July, Holy Trinity was delighted to welcome back Stephen Hearn of Tring Market Auctions to another antiques 
valuation evening. Stephen is well known for his regular appearances on Bargain Hunt, Flog It, Cash in the Attic and the 
Antiques Roadshow and has over 50 years’ experience as an auctioneer in the antiques world.  
The evening was well attended, and Stephen began with some reminiscences of his career and gave his assessment of 
the current market conditions for antiques and collectibles. The audience had brought 25 items for valuation ranging 
from antique clocks, medals and medical instruments to porcelain, paintings, jewellery and even a beautiful Edwardian 
gown.  Although no undiscovered Ming vases were revealed, everyone seemed pleased with their valuations.  We are 
indebted to Stephen for giving his time to educate and entertain us with his considerable knowledge of the antiques 
trade and also for providing an opportunity to raise welcome funds for the Church.  
John Walker 

 

Trinity Sunday Patronal Festival  
 
On Trinity Sunday, May 27th, we held our Patronal Festival at Holy Trinity Church. This was a  family service and 
obviously the theme was the Trinity! Lizzie asked the children to think of 'Tri' objects and what Tri meant, and they 
were sent on a hunt to find objects that symbolised the Trinity.There were more than we realised and the ones that 
hadn’t seemed obvious were displayed on our AV screen -  the adults learned as much as the children did!  
After the service, many of us made our way to the vicarage garden to enjoy a barbecue, cooked by Geoff Doole and 
Terry Perry. The ladies of the social committee prepared and served salads and lots of lovely desserts that were kindly 
donated by some of our parishioners.  

One of the Trinity Symbols on the Font.  
Beverly Burgess 
 
Blessing of our Spiritual Garden 
After many years of planning and hard work, at last the outdoor area in the centre of Leverstock Green CofE Primary 
School building was transformed from a sad forlorn area, where nobody could go, into the vision presented to the 
Governors by the RE Ambassadors. Everyone has watched it take shape as the area was cleared of rubble and 
fragments of glass from the Buncefield Explosion, into the tranquil I-space it now is at the heart of our school.  
Representatives from organisations which have donated funds towards the garden, joined the RE ambassadors, a small 
group of children, staff and other guests at the ceremony when the Bishop of St. Albans came and blessed the garden. 
In his talk he drew the analogy of how gardens grow and flourish; provide peace and comfort; and are enriching. This is 
the purpose of our garden in which we become the plants, bringing our needs to God.  
Rev. Lizzie Hood led the prayers and enlisted the children, each with a can of bubbles to blow, taking our prayers up to 
Heaven.   
Dr. Margaret F Rayner 
Chair of Governors 
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News from St Mary’s 

Special lunch at St Mary’s  

A group of people at St Mary’s, who live on their own, meet in the refectory once a month for lunch, companionship 
and conversation. In May we welcomed a guest chef for a special lunch for the ‘soloists’ and helpers. 

My son in law cooked his speciality dish of paella and garlic bread and the helpers brought some lovely puddings. 

We all enjoyed the food and conversation and it made a very interesting and different Solo Lunch!   

Jean Chrisp    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University or Apprenticeship? 
 
There have been various reports in the media recently about the reduction in 18 year olds deciding not to bother 
about going onto university. Indeed 18 year olds applying are down by 2-3%  with overall applications of all ages down 
by 3-4%.While part of this reflects a drop in school leavers it does reflect that even in the present strong job market 
that there is not enough graduate –level employment to go round. The tuition fees in the UK are the highest in Europe 
as well as the expense of accommodation and other outgoings. 
The number of EU students attending British universities, most of whom will return home not repaying loans, contin-
ues to rise. Damian Hinds, the education secretary, in a recent statement said universities should be more open about 
which degree courses are associated with the best job prospects. He has also urged young people to think about a tra-
ditional degree, and not to shun alternatives such as apprenticeships. What do our readers feel?      
 
Christmas Bazaar 
 
Yes, Christmas is coming and our annual Christmas Bazaar will be taking place on Saturday 17th November between 
10am – 1pm. This year the event is again our main fund raising event for our day to day finances so we need to have a 
successful result. There will be a good selection of things for sale, and we will be having a short meeting after the 10am 
service on September 23rd to discuss what stalls we will be having. If you would be willing to help or even run a stall 
please put your name on the list at the back of church or speak to Rosemary or Peter.   
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 Our Trip on the canal on Sunday 3rd June, was a great success with over 25 people enjoying a beautiful summers after-
noon cruising down the canal to Hunton Bridge and back. At the end of June six of us went to St Albans to join in cele-
brating St Albans Day. This year a great deal of effort had been put into repairing the big puppets which are carried 
through the town, and which attracted even bigger crowds than normal.  Another wonderful summer’s day on Satur-
day 7th July was when we held a Strawberry Tea in the churchyard. Some 25 people attended, including some visitors 
from overseas, and there were plenty of strawberries for them to enjoy! Over £107 was raised which was a good result 
as England football team were playing a very important match and it was the final weekend of Wimbledon! On the fab-
ric side I am sure you will have now seen the new railings on both the main door and vestry steps. Please see separate 
article and pictures. At the beginning of September work will also be taking place on the replacement of some of the 
flints at the West and East ends of the church. Also the decorating will start in the middle of September of the main 
interior of the church. Finally, as from September, Evening Prayer will be moving from the first to the second Sunday of 
the month, for a trial period.        
 

Health and Safety 
All Anglican churches have to be surveyed every five years in what is known as the Quinquennial Inspection. When St 
Mary’s was last inspected early in 2014 part of the report read:  

The external access/exit from the vestry in the base of the tower is up five steps. This arrangement may have existed 
since original construction of the church but by today's standards requires guarding or at the very least a simple 
handrail…….. 

We can be confident that the Surveyor next time in 2019 will be able to say “Job done!” And, for good measure, all us-
ers of the church will have noticed we have installed similar guarding and handrails each side of the steps up to the 
main entrance to the church Porch. 
As you can see in the photographs, the railings have been designed to look appropriate for a building that is now near-
ly 150 years old. Although relatively cheap modern steel has been used in the fabrication, the sections and details have 
been chosen to make the end result look as much like Victorian wrought iron as possible. 
All the design and installation was carried out by members of the church’s regular Working Party – which meets up 
every Monday and Friday morning, and is responsible for all but the most specialist or major of maintenance and im-
provement throughout the building and churchyard. The actual fabrication of the railings was carried out by AC Weld-
ing Ltd, an Apsley firm with a workshop only 100 metres from the church. 
The specialist piece of kit we had to borrow – to shift the rock hard concrete that blocked the way for the post holes of 
the Porch railings – was a petrol-driven breaker. It weighed a ton. Fortunately though it came complete with a man 
much younger than the rest of us to deliver it, lift it and drive it! Recognise him? 
When the renovations to the external doors to the church are completed in the near future, we can all be confident 
that any visitor to the church will be impressed by attractive and safe entrances into the building. And with major inter-
nal decorations timetabled for this autumn, they will continue to be impressed as they step inside. 
It has been possible to cover the cost of the new railings from small legacies left to St Mary’s by John Shelton and John 
Penfold. John Shelton was a regular member of the Working Party before he and his wife Dorothy moved away. I’m 
sure he would approve of this improvement. 
[Photos of the railings courtesy of Rosemary Bladon] 

Michael Wright  
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Pets As Therapy (PAT) is a humanitarian charity with people at its heart. Founded in 1983, PAT 
has been at the forefront of community based Animal Assisted Therapy across the length and 
breadth of the UK. Today, PAT is the largest organisation of its kind in Europe enhancing thou-
sands of lives every single day.  What we do is beautiful in its simplicity; our inspiring and dedi-
cated volunteers share their time and their wonderful pets with people in need.  
Thousands of people of all ages benefit every week from the visits provided by Volunteer PAT 

Teams, who visit residential homes, hospitals, hospices, schools, day care centres and prisons. Volunteers with just 
a small amount of spare time each week work with their own pets, to bring joy, 
comfort and companionship to many individuals who appreciate being able to 
touch and stroke a friendly animal. 

We enrolled Monty our two and a half year old labrador as a 
PAT dog about six months ago after his assessment and our 
approval. Since then we have been visiting the Jarman Day 
Centre for adults with learning disabilities once a week. The 
clients look forward to Monty’s visits and enjoy petting him 
and walking him round the garden in the nice weather. We 
have got to know some of the clients and it is rewarding seeing 
their interaction with him. 
Sarah and Roger Kiesa from Holy Trinity and their retriever, 
Barley are also part of the PAT team and visit Sibleys Orchard 
home for the elderly. Barley is welcomed by the residents who 
reminisce about the pets they used to have and enjoy petting 

and making a fuss of him.  
Barley does some "unofficial" PAT work at Holy Trinity and can often be seen at their Friendship Tea and people 
love making a fuss of her and lots of folk are pleased to see her on a Saturday when they go to Traidcraft Coffee 
mornings. 
Monty and Barley have recently visited the Mencap summer playscheme where they encouraged the youngsters to 
walk and talk about their own pets. 
All breeds of cats and dogs can become part of a PAT Team, they must have been with their owner for at least 6 
months, be over 9 months of age and be able to pass the temperament assessment.  Regular visits are generally 
appreciated, although volunteers agree upon how much time they give directly with the establishment they visit. 
There is no minimum or maximum time commitment although our pets should not work for more than 2 hours at 
any one time and need regular breaks. 
Anyone interested in the scheme can find further details at https://petsastherapy.org or talk to us at St Marys or 
Roger and Sarah at Holy Trinity. 
Colin and Susan Rivett 
 
Significant Years Celebration Lunch 
 
2018 is a remarkable year at St Mary’s as we not only have Ted reaching his century, but Eva has her first birthday 
and there are twelve other significant birthdays in between! Added to all this we also have golden (50 years) and 
pearl (30 years) wedding anniversaries to celebrate! 

So, what better excuse for a party?  Sunday 15th July, a beautiful summer’s day, therefore saw 55 of us enjoying a 
magnificent bring and share buffet lunch under the trees in the churchyard followed by a short congratulatory ad-
dress by Richard, a champagne toast to all the ‘Special Stars’ (including Melanie and Ralph via FaceTime from their 
holiday in the USA!) and the cutting of the cake by centenarian Ted ably assisted by little Eva! 

A rather special church family event. 
 
 

 
 

 


