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Hello and welcome to our Benefice Newsletter 

 

 

 
The last time I wrote (about the Kingfisher and fleeting glimpses of the Divine) I received a lot of 
feedback, so I am encouraged to share with you another favourite poet. Malcolm Guite, a singer-
songwriter, poet and Anglican priest from Cambridge has a wonderful way with words. I subscribe to 
his posts by email, and when I am feeling weighed down by the ceaseless stream of messages in 
my inbox, I see his name pop up, am momentarily tempted just to file it and crack on, but then 
counsel myself to take the time and open it. And I am rewarded with the 'jewel', and breathe more 
deeply. 
I must admit I do not know much about poetry. A lot of it goes over my head! But I am discovering 
some that touches me deeply, and my tentative exploration is a delight. Malcolm Guite says that 
poetry is truth-bearing; it redresses the imbalance of our vision of the world and ourselves; it slows 
us down and asks to be savoured, not unlike the practice of lectio divina (a slow, deliberate reading 
of scripture).  
For the 40 days of Lent, we are invited to disrupt our usual rhythms, to break habits, to slow down 
and tear ourselves away from whatever it is that distracts us - our to-do lists and projects and 
anxieties and obligations and wants and shoulds. If there is no space in us, if we are too full, then 
there is no room for the Spirit of God to renew us. Left to our own devices we might never get round 
to finding time to 'make the break' but Lent is a gift from the Church, a time set aside to reorient 
ourselves.  
 
We might take on some extra study or reading, to give ourselves a fresh perspective, or introduce 
more silence, contemplation or prayer into our days. Whatever we choose is a personal decision - 
hopefully we know our own hearts. Pray that in this time of Lent the Holy Spirit will refresh us to see 
new opportunities to love and serve God and neighbour, and that we will discover new ways of 
being the people he calls us to be. Have a holy Lent, and in due course a joyful Easter! 
 
Lizzie Hood 
 

Benefice Quiet Day at Douai Abbey 
 
We have for several years shared as a Benefice in a day of 
guided reflection in the lovely surroundings of Douai Abbey. 
This year will be no exception! We have made a booking for 
Saturday 8th September, arriving at Douai for a 10am start, and 
leaving at 4pm. Douai is at Woolhampton, in Berkshire, about 
an hour's drive away, and we arrange to share lifts. More 
information will be available nearer the time, but for now, please 
save the date. 
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David Lawson – a tribute to the man and his ministry at All Saints 
 
This tribute comes from Jill and me as previous and present churchwardens. 
We have known David probably as long as, if not longer than, most of the All Saints’ family, so here 
are a few words of appreciation. 
 
When we were told in May 2005 that the diocese was not prepared to allow us to have a direct 
replacement for the then incumbent, Peter Stearn, when he was due to retire in 2008, we had to 
consider how we would go forward. These were uncharted waters for All Saints and David was a 
key player in helping us to meet the challenges of the changes arising from what was to become 
known as pastoral reorganisation. The only realistic way forward was an amalgamation of All Saints 
into the Chambersbury Team of churches, at the time comprising St Mary’s Apsley, Holy Trinity at 
Leverstock Green and St Benedict’s at Bennetts End. 
 
David was instrumental in bringing about the addition of All Saints to the Chambersbury team which 
subsequently became the Benefice of Langelei. He was well aware that this development was not to 
everyone’s liking and it is a tribute to his love and patience that this has been a success. 
 
In spite of the responsibilities of being Rural Dean and Team Rector, he made himself available to 
minister to the needs of people living in the village, both church members and non-church goers 
alike. David has been very caring about his congregation at All Saints, particularly in times of need. 
He has been unstinting with his time in visiting the sick and elderly, both in their homes and when in 
hospital. He has helped others in this side of his mission with his enthusiastic championing of the 
Local Ministry Development Team which carries out much good work in this area. 
 
Amongst his other achievements are his promotion of prayer and House Groups, Quiet Days away 
from the parish and different styles of worship such as Taizé. He has done much to encourage our 
spirituality, namely through his insightful sermons, devotions at PCC meetings and in his Christian 
study groups. 
 
Unusually for a Scotsman, David does not particularly enjoy whisky but a glass or two of wine does 
not go amiss. He has a quiet but engaging sense of humour and thoroughly enjoys the slightly 
risqué jokes which we send him from time to time! Round The Horn, The Two Ronnies and Are You 
Being Served? are some of his favourite comedy programmes. In the latter case one memorable 
expression comes to mind when saying to the choir in the vestry after a service that ‘you’ve all done 
very well’!  We think you have too, David, in your time with us here in Kings Langley. 
 
We all wish you well in your well-deserved and overdue retirement and look forward to continuing 
the friendship which we have enjoyed thus far for many years to come. 
 
David’s Farewell Service on 7

th
 January at All Saints on 7

th
 

January was very well attended with over 200 people 
present, representing all the churches in the Deanery, as 
well as our local MP, Sir Mike Penning and several Parish 
Councillors from Kings Langley. 
 
 
Brian and Jill 
McAdam 
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Contact details: 

Benefice Office: 01923 266596 

All Saints Church, Kings Langley 

The Revd. Lizzie Hood– Acting Team Rector 
01442 264860 
Lizziehood@aol.com. 
 
Church Lane, Kings Langley,WD4 8JS      
                             
Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green 
 
The Revd Lizzie Hood                                                          
Team Vicar at Holy Trinity                                                    
01442 264860 
Lizziehood@aol.com. 
 
The Revd. Hitesh Dodhia - Permission to Officiate                   
07546 033740 
hitesh@beneficeoflangelei.org.uk 

 
Bedmond Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8LJ.  

01442 264860 
 
St Mary’s Apsley 

The Revd. Richard Howlett - Team Vicar 
01442 767738 
revrhowlett@gmail.com 

 
London Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 9ST 
 

St. Benedict’s, Bennetts End 
 
The Revd Richard Howlett- Team Vicar 
01442 767738 
revdrhowlett@gmail.com 

 
Peascroft Road, Bennetts End, Hemel Hempstead 
HP3 8EP 

 

mailto:Lizziehood@aol.com.
mailto:Lizziehood@aol.com.
mailto:hitesh@beneficeoflangelei.org.uk
mailto:revdrhowlett@gmail.com
mailto:revdrhowlett@gmail.com
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Special Services and Events   
Continued on page 5 

Holy Trinity   

March   

Fri 9th  12.30pm Lent lunch, Trinity Room (Rennie Grove Hospice Care) 

Sun 11th 10am MOTHERING SUNDAY family service, with posies 

Weds 14th 7.45pm Parochial Church Council meeting 

Thurs 15th 3-5pm  Friendship Tea in the Trinity Room 

Sun 18th  Passiontide begins 

Sun 25th 8&10am PALM SUNDAY 

Tues 27th 10am  Leverstock Green School Easter Service in church 

Thurs 29th 8pm MAUNDY THURSDAY Eucharist & foot washing 

Fri 30th  9.15am GOOD FRIDAY children's workshop 

 2pm Good Friday liturgy 

 3.15pm The Wintershall Passion, live stream from Trafalgar  Square 

 8pm Compline 

April   

Sun 1st 8 &10am EASTER DAY Eucharists, with parish breakfast between  the services 

Mon 2nd 9am Pilgrims' breakfast before Easter Monday pilgrimage to St Albans 

Mon 9th 7.30pm Baptism Information Evening in Trinity Room 

Sat 14th tba Table Top Sale at vicarage, 14 Pancake Lane 

Thurs 19th 3-5pm  Friendship Tea in the Trinity Room 

Sun 22nd 11.30am Annual Parochial Church Meetings in church 

 5.30pm RSCM Regional Evensong at Holy Trinity 

May   

Sun 6th 6.30pm Deanery Confirmation Service at Holy Trinity 

Thurs 10th   ASCENSION DAY 'Thy Kingdom Come' prayer event begins 

Thurs 17th 3-5pm  Friendship Tea in the Trinity Room 

Sat 19th tba Royal Wedding celebration 

Sun 20th  PENTECOST 

 6.30pm 'Thy Kingdom Come' beacon event at St Albans  Cathedral 

Sun 27th  TRINITY SUNDAY Parish Eucharist & lunchtime BBQ 

All Saint’s   

March   

Thursday 15th  PCC Meeting 

Thursday 29th 8pm Maundy Thursday service—Jos Perris officiating 

Friday 30th 10am Good Friday service—Jos Perris officiating 

April   

Sunday 1st 8am Churches together service in the Village Garden 

 9.30am Service with Archdeacon, Jonathan Smith officiating 

Monday 2nd   Easter Pilgrimage to St Albans, preceded  by breakfast in the church hall 

Sunday 22nd 10.30am Service to mark 50years Christian Aid in Kings Langley, venue Kings Langley School 
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Sunday 29th  10.30am APCM in church hall after 9.30am service 

May   

Friday 18th 8pm Friends of All Saints Wine Tasting event in church hall  

St Mary’s   

March   

Saturday 3rd 1-3pm Marriage Preparation Part 1 

Monday 5th 6pm Evening Prayer 

Tuesday 6th 6pm Evening Prayer 

 7.45pm PCC 

Thursday 8th 10.15am Lent Group 

 8pm Lent Group—Manorville Road 

Saturday 10th 3.30pm District Bellringers Meeting 

 4.30pm Evening Prayer 

Monday 12th 6pm Evening Prayer 

Tuesday 13th 6pm Evening Prayer 

Thursday 15th 10.15am  Lent Group 

 6pm Evening Prayer 

 8pm Lent Group—Manorville Road  

Sunday 18th 3pm Messy Church 

Monday 19th 6pm Evening Prayer 

Tuesday 20th 9.15am; 11am Communion at Florence Longman House 

 6pm Evening Prayer 

Thursday 22nd 10.15am Lent Group 

 12.45pm Solo Lunch in aid of Willow charity 

Saturday 24th 1-3pm Marriage Preparation Part 2 

 6pm Evening Prayer 

Monday 26th 8pm Compline 

Tuesday 27th 8pm Compline 

Good Friday 30th 12pm Family Service 

 2-3pm An hour with the cross 

Saturday 31st 10am Easter Flowers & Garden 

April   

Sunday 1st 10am Family Communion & Sunday School 

Monday 2nd 9am Meet at St Mary’s for Pilgrimage walk to St Albans 

Sunday 15th 3pm Messy Church 

Tuesday 17th 9.15am Communion at Florence Longman House; 11am Communion at Watermill House 

Saturday 21st 1.30pm Wedding 

Sunday 22nd  APCM following morning Eucharist 

May   

Thursday 10th 8pm Ascension Day service                                                                       continued on page 18 

Tuesday 15th 9.15am Communion at Florence Longman House; 11am Communion at Watermill House 
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Happy Birthday to St Benedict’s 
 
On 8

th
 February 1958, the Bishop of St Albans consecrated the new St Benedict’s church building at 

Bennett’s End. On the 11
th
 February, the Sunday nearest to that date, the church gathered, with 

friends past and present, and representatives from the churches of the deanery, to thank God for 60 
years. 
 
The Revd Lizzie Hood opened the proceedings as Rural Dean, and there was a joyful singing of ‘Thy 
hand, O God has guided’. The service, which lasted just an hour, included recollections by Irene 
Hobson, one of St Benedict’s senior members, which were read by Alison Murray, Church 
Treasurer. Irene recalled many changes over her years since coming as a young mum, and the 
various offices in which she had served, and she commented that the greatest privilege had been 
administering the chalice. 
 
Readings were given by Dr Bob Day (Reader with PTO) and Revd Carole Camp Priest with PTO, 
and the sermon was delivered by Vicar Richard Howlett. Richard recalled some of the changes in 
society over the years since St Benedict’s was opened but observed that people still needed space 
to follow Jesus ‘advice to his disciples in Mark 6 v31 “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place 
and get some rest”. St Benedict’s was seeking, through its Mission Action Plan, to be both more 
visible in the community (marked by a newly erected and eye-catching noticeboard), and to open the 
church during the weekdays for people to be able to call in and enjoy time for quiet prayer and 
reflection in its sacred space.  Prayers were led by former team vicar Revd Jan Neale, and the last 
hymn summed up the spirit of the service ‘Lord for the years, your hand has kept and guided’, giving 
thanks to God for the past, and trusting Him for the future. 
 
After the service, everyone enjoyed a range of food and hot and cold drinks, and the Mayor of 
Dacorum, Cllr David Collins, proposed a toast. Shortly afterward, he and Deputy Mayor Cllr Rosie 
Sutton jointly cut the celebration cake.  It was a joyous event. The church was magnificently 
decorated by members of the congregation, and   artwork from the church’s own young people and 
donations of bunting and congratulations cards from pupils at Nash Mills VA school and 
Chambersbury Primary. The people of St Benedict’s once again demonstrated that though smaller in 
number than some churches, they always put on a great welcome in Christ’s name. Later this 
month, the Bishop of St Albans will come to St Benedict’s; more of that in the next newsletter as we 
are up to the copy deadline! 
 

Richard 

Howlett  
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An early Christmas lunch   

A group of people at St Mary’s, who live on their own, meet in the refectory once a month for lunch, 
companionship and conversation. In November eleven ‘soloists’ and four helpers celebrated a pre 
Christmas lunch. 

We enjoyed a three bird roast or 
salmon main course with all the 
trimmings and a choice of deserts 
including Christmas pudding made 
by Susan Rivett.   

We finished the meal with mince 
pies, tea or coffee and singing the 
twelve days of Christmas! 

Jean Chrisp    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three Cities cycle ride for charity 
 
Many of the St Mary’s congregation know that after I retired in 
2016 I set myself a cycling challenge to ride from London to Paris 
over 4 days. In doing so I raise nearly £2500 for The Hospice of St 
Francis. The Hospice is a centre of excellence in the care of those 
with life limiting illnesses. Their team of specialist consultants, 
doctors, nurses and health care assistants provide practical and 
emotional support for adults of all ages and give specialist 
bereavement support to family members from as young as 20 
months. 
For 2018 I have set myself the challenge to ride from London to 
Amsterdam, visiting Bruges and Breda on the way, a distance of 
360 miles in 4 days again raising money for our local Hospice. 
Between January and my departure date, 6

th
 June, I will cycle 

almost 1400 miles in training! No, that’s not a mistake, I have a 
training plan to prove it. 
 
Leading up to Christmas, I sold 55 Christmas puddings of different 
sizes, with a variety of dietary requirements and raised almost 
£400 towards my target of £1600. I was quite nervous realising 
that so many families were relying on me. Fortunately I have had 
lots of positive feedback.  
Would you be prepared to sponsor me for this local cause? My sponsorship form is at St Mary’s or 
you can donate on line at: http://www.doitforcharity.com/SRIVETT 



 8 

News from St Mary’s 
 
Our Christmas Eve service for 2017 for the first time was a combined Christingle and Crib event. It 
turned out to be very successful with over 174 adults and 75 children attending, and over £341 being 
raised for the Children’s Society. At this service we used for the first time some beautifully made big 
knitted crib figures (made by one of the ladies at Florence Longman House). All of these were 

carried into Church by some of the children (with 
no problems if they were dropped on the way). I 
hasten to add that these had been used as stand 
ins for our normal crib figures, which are now 
getting on for being over 80 years old and a bit 
fragile. However by the time of our midnight 
service these were back in the crib, and the new 
ones were in the porch to welcome people as they 
came in.  All of our other Christmas services were 
well attended, and it was good to see the church 
so full at this important time of the churches year. 
 
The Epiphany games afternoon held on Saturday 
6

th
 January was also enjoyed by all those who 

came along. 
 
At the beginning of February the long awaited 
Featherbed Lane Second Bridge was opened 
thanks to over 12 years of hard work by local 
residents on the Manor Estate campaigning for its 
introduction. As a mark of respect and thanks, the 
bridge has been named the Brian Ayling Bridge 
(please see picture) after one of our long term 
members at St Mary’s, who as a former councilor 
and mayor has helped lead the campaign for the 
bridge. 
 
We held a Pancake Celebration on Shrove Tuesday with good company and plenty of pancakes. 
 
The next day it was good to join with the rest of the Benefice for Ash Wednesday at St Benedict’s 
as we began Lent.   
During Lent we will be holding two Lent Lunches, the first one on Saturday 24

th
 February and the 

second on Thursday 22
nd

 March both at 12.45pm. This year proceeds from both of these will be 
going to the Willow Foundation. 
Our APCM this year will be taking place on Sunday 22

nd
 April at 11.30am This is your chance to 

have your say about what has been happening, and also hear of plans for the coming year. 
Please make sure that you are aware of all the Holy Week services, and why not join us for the 
Easter Monday Pilgrimage to St Albans on April 2

nd
 leaving St Mary’s at 9am.    

 
Peter Bladon  
 
Deanery News 
 
Last year the Deanery had a summer Saturday outing to Oxford, which was enjoyed by all those 
who went on it. The idea of it was not only to have a look around Oxford Cathedral and the city itself, 
but also to get to know other members from the different churches across our Deanery (there are 
ten). 
 
It has been decided that another outing will take place this year, and that we will go to Peterborough. 
This will be taking place on Saturday 28

th
 July. More details will follow about booking this day 

out and timings, meanwhile mark the date in your diary if you would like to come. 
 
Peter Bladon.        
 
 
 
 



 9 

St Mary’s out in our local community at Christmas 
 
As we have done for the last few years, we sang carols at The Paper Mill pub on the day they lit the 
lights on their Christmas tree – and collected £70 for the Hospice of St Francis. 
 
On the 12

th
 December we had our “Concert” at Florence 

Longman House where 16 of the residents joined 18 of us 
from St Mary’s in carols, poems and jokes and we were all 
entertained by one of our ladies doing Egyptian dancing 
and a younger member, Irish dancing. We were refreshed 
at the end by homemade mince pies and tea or coffee – so 
thank you to the ladies for that.   On the 14

th
 December 

just 6 of us went to The White Lion pub in Apsley to sing to 
the patrons there and again were refreshed by mulled wine 
and nibbles. 

The next day 15 of us 
sang carols outside 
Sainsbury’s – as we 
have every year since 
they opened – this time 
for one hour in the 
evening. We raised £125 
for D.E.N.S. On this 
occasion we had flute 
and violin 
accompaniment by a 

church member and one of our churchyard volunteers.  Once again mulled wine and mince pies in 
the refectory afterwards – to warm us up. On Tuesday 19

th
 December 12 of us sang to 15 of the 

residents at The Water Mill House Care Home – and again we were refreshed when we finished – 
with mulled wine, tea or coffee and shortbread. After a busy week (and one day) I would like to 
thank all who joined us to pass on the joy of Christmas to our local community, and look out towards 
the end of this year for the dates, as you might like to join us.   
 
Rosemary Bladon    
 
News from St Albans Cathedral 
 
As many of you I am sure will be aware, building work has begun at the Cathedral on the £7 million 
“Alban, Britain’s First Saint project”. Before new foundations could be laid the archaeologists 
working at the Cathedral in December made an interesting discovery. They found the grave of Abbot 
John of Wheathampstead, who died in 1465, and whose burial site had remained a mystery. So why 
was this discovery so important? In an extremely rare development, the team also discovered 
(inside the grave) three papal leaden seals, known as ‘papal bulls’ issued by Pope Martin V in 1423 
to Abbot John. 
 
These seals had been obtained by Abbot John from Pope Martin on a trip he made to Italy to 
request three privileges to be granted to his abbey and its monks, which the Pope assented to. It is 
fitting that Abbot John’s grave and the seals have at last been found as he steered the Abbey 
through the Wars of the Roses and improved the building, and attracted new pilgrims. So it is a 
good omen that he should appear just as the current project is trying to do the same by providing 
better resources to welcome and inform new visitors. 
As John would wish, in due course his body will be laid to rest again, with proper prayer and 
ceremony. 
 
Peter Bladon. 
 
    
 
 



 10 

News from All Saints 
 
All Saints’ Christmas Tree Festival 
 
All Saints’ inaugural Christmas Tree Festival on the weekend of the 8

th
-10

th
 December was a great 

success – despite being thwarted somewhat by the heavy snow-fall on Saturday night and Sunday 
which limited Sunday’s visitors to the very hardy!  26 local organisations took part, decorating trees 
in their own theme – including schools, businesses from the High Street, Scouts, the Fire Station, St 
Benedict’s & Holy Trinity churches, our ow bell-ringers and the Parish Council.  The Christmas trees 
were generously donated by Taylors Tools, for which we are very grateful, and their own entry in the 
festival was adorned with screwdrivers, spanners and electrical tape.  There was great camaraderie 
amongst the exhibitors as they decorated trees on the Thursday, and most have told us that they 
loved the idea and if we repeat it in 2018 – they’ll be back!  There was a steady stream of visitors on 
the Friday and Saturday, most stopping in the church hall for a cuppa and some cake, including a 
number of local residents who told us they hadn’t been inside the church for many years – we hope 
they will come back soon!  We made an excellent profit of over £1,500 to be shared with local chari-
ties, and it is planned to repeat the festival this year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All Saints’ #SmartieChallenge 
 
The Lent challenge has been laid down again at All Saints to 
take a tube of Smarties and after eating them, fill it with 20p’s 
and bring it back full for Easter.  £750 raised last year – can 
we beat it in 2018?  Encouragement on each pack reads: 
 
We've given you these Smarties to eat 
But the empty tube you must keep 
20p pieces are what you must find 
Ask friends and family, they won't mind 
Fill up your tube, till spaces are few 
Return it at Easter & God bless you! 
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New stained-glass window in the bell-tower at All Saints 
 
All Saints have recently had a new window installed into the ringing room of the tower.  The window 
is the only one in the ringing room and is located in the centre of the wall overlooking the church 
path and entrance.  You will notice it on approaching the church – just below the clock 
face.  Previously the window consisted of a piece of discoloured perspex fitted into the window frame 
(and held there by a house-brick!) which meant there was a constant draught and very little 
light.  The new one is a simple, modern stained-glass picture. 
 
The design of the window is dominated by a rising sun in a lower corner throwing upward rays of 
light.  As the sun rises daily, so for many years bellringers have come to the tower to ring for 
services.  There are 8 rays of sun stretching up representing the 8 bells that are housed in our 
tower.  The sun rises over a strip of green representing our village of Kings Langley.  Stretching up 
the two edges of the window vertically are 'sallys', the soft 'fluffy' part of the bell rope that the 
bellringers hold to grip and pull the rope when ringing.  These are coloured in the colours of our 
diocese, blue and yellow, just as the current ones on our ropes are.  Then finally, added almost 
centrally onto the rays of the sun towards the top and bottom are two bell designs, tilted as if they 
are being rung.  We shall think of these two bells as being two of our past ringers.  First, Trisha 
Owden who learned to ring at All Saints and then rang with us for many years before losing a battle 
with cancer a few years ago.  She was a good benefactor to the church and left the bellringers a 
small legacy which has been used to pay for the window.  Secondly Sophie Lill, who also learned to 
ring at All Saints and rang for some time before moving away from the area.  She now runs her own 
leaded light window company and she fulfilled the commission to make the window. 
 
The window has greatly improved the ringing room excluding the draughts, brightening the room and 
giving something of interest to see and discuss.  It is best viewed during a bright day from inside and 
during an evening (when the lights are on inside) from outside.  Don't forget to look up as you come 
along the church path and see if you can spot it.  We are of course always open to welcome anyone 
that would like to come and try ringing or see what we do so if you would like to take a close look 
then please do come and see us, we are there every Sunday morning and Wednesday evenings 
from 7.45 p.m. 
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Parish Diary (correct at time of going to press) 
 
All Saints, Kings Langley 
 
Sundays:  08.00   Said Eucharist (1st Sunday Book of Common Prayer)                                                                                                                               
   09.30  Family Eucharist    
Wednesdays  7.45pm Bell ringing practice                                                                                  
Fridays  6.30pm Adult  Choir Practice                                                                       
                                                                 
Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green 
 
Sundays    10.00am Holy Communion & Junior Church  (Sunday School)                                                                        
Mondays   2.00pm Sewing Group meet in Trinity Room  
2nd Monday  10am   Coming to Stillness, contemplative prayer group  
2nd Mondays 7.45pm Trinity Readers 
Last Monday  10.00am TLC carers group 
Tuesdays  9.00am Morning Prayer                                                                                                                    
2nd Tuesday  7.30pm Trinity Men’s Group                                                                                                                             
3rd Tuesday  10.00 am Music and Meditation, 63 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green  
   8.00pm Horseshoe study Group, 61 The Horseshoe, Leverstock Green                                                                       
Wednesdays  10.00 am Said Holy Communion   
Alternate  
Wednesdays         2pm            Craft Group     
   2.45pm Collective Worship at Leverstock Green School  - Term Time only                                                                 
3rd Wednesday 10.00am    Mothers Union Corporate Communion   
Thursdays            9.00am        Morning Prayer                                                                                                                                    
   10.00 am Toddlers Church  - Term Time only                                                                                                                               
3rd Thursday  8.00pm Trinity Women’s Group—meet in the Trinity Room                                                                                                     
Fridays    7.00pm Choir Practice                                                                                                                                                                 
Saturdays   9.00am Morning Prayer 
   10.00 am Coffee Shop in Trinity Room with Traidcraft stall. 
1st Saturday  10am—12  Churchyard Gardening Party 
 
St Marys, Apsley 
 
1st Sunday  08.00     Said Eucharist                                                                                                                                              
Sundays  10.00       Sung Eucharist and Young Peoples’ Groups                                                                                                    
   6.30pm Evening Worship                                                                                                                                                          
Mondays   10am-12 Working Party                                                                                                                                                                                                
   8.00pm     Bell ringing Practice                                                                                                                                                      
Tuesdays   10.00            Buzzy Bees Toddler Group     (Term Time)   
Wednesday (4th)  19:30  Paper Dollies (WI)                                                                                                                            
Thursdays    09.00  Morning Prayer                                                                                                                                           
   09.30  Said Eucharist  
   10.00  Bible Study 
   19:30   AA Group                                                                                                                                       
Fridays  10am-12 Working Party                                                                                                                                       
Saturdays    10.00  Saturday Café   
   
St Benedicts, Bennetts End 
 
Sundays   10.00  Sung Eucharist   
Mondays   16.00  Evening Prayer (all welcome)                                                                                                                               
Tuesdays  09.00  Morning Prayer                                                                                                                                           
Wednesdays  09.00  Morning Prayer                                                                                                                                                     
Thursdays   09.00        Morning Prayer                                                                                                                                    
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PERFORMANCE WITH PASSION 
 
Who doesn’t enjoy soaking up the energy and polish of a superb interpretation of 
a favourite piece of music, and especially when it’s liberally interspersed with 
some of the glorious tunes that still resonate with you since learning them from 
Primary School Assembly days? 
If you can still recall some of the Easter hymns from childhood then you will really enjoy coming 
along and basking in the glories of the St John Passion performed with polish and precision in the 
inspiring surroundings of St Albans Cathedral.  The first of the two great Passion settings by J S 
Bach, written and performed soon after he was appointed Kapellmeister to the churches in Leipzig, 
the St John Passion was intended to be sung in the Thomaskirche.   The Council (with whom Bach 
was to have a difficult relationship) altered the venue to the Nikolaikirche at short notice. The first 
performance was on Good Friday, 1724, in its original form of two parts with a sermon between.  
The St John Passion became the centrepiece of Bach's year-long cycle of liturgical cantatas 
balancing, perfectly, the theatrical with the devotional.   
The performance from St Albans Bach Choir conducted by Andrew Lucas with Sinfonia Verdi and 
soloists Nicholas Mulroy (Evangelist), Thomas Flint (Christus), Rowan Pierce (soprano), Helen 
Charlston (mezzo), Peter Mitchell (tenor), Benjamin Bevan (baritone) will leave no one in any doubt 
as to the work’s sheer beauty and power.   More daring, forceful and poetic than the St Matthew 
Passion, according to Schumann, this is a work of such vividness that it brings both a humanity and 
a painful immediacy to the Passion narrative.  As the drama of the Good Friday story unfolds, 
tensions build and release, with many dramatic contrasts that challenge even the best of choirs.  
Perhaps the biggest joy of the St John Passion is that, for all the ferocity and sorrow, it is truly an 
optimistic work, anticipating the resurrection with music suffused with light and hope.  
Treat yourself this Easter and come along to witness why the St Albans Bach Choir definitely ranks 
as one of the very best of Big Choirs. Sung in the original German, this performance demonstrates 
exactly what this Choir is best at: performance with passion! 
 
Tickets are available from £12 - £30 and can be booked in person at St Albans Cathedral gift shop 
or by phoning 01727 890217, or online at: https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/whatson/music/st-john-
passion    For more information contact Fiona Pruden, 07956 537140.  
 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
In January I made a visit to the Holy Land in company with other vicars who are planning to take 
tours from their parishes. The purpose of the trip was to make pilgrimage together, but also to 
consider what itinerary we would choose for our own visits later on. No, it wasn't a holiday!! The sun 
shone on Galilee but Jerusalem received some much-needed rain, and the temperatures were such 
that the children we met got very excited about seeing their very first snow! The dates I've booked 
for next year are 19th to 28th March 2019, so it should be considerably warmer. 
We will travel with McCabe Pilgrimages and with a local guide, and the cost will be approximately 

£2,000 pp. Pilgrimage is so much more than a tourist trip; it's about visiting the holy sites, yes, but 

also deepening our understanding of our Christian story and of the local Christians on the ground, 

as well as sharing the experience as a group. I hope to have more information for you by the time of 

the next newsletter.  Lizzie Hood 

https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/whatson/music/st-john-passion
https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/whatson/music/st-john-passion
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LIVE VIDEO STREAMING OF SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH. 
 
All Saints is working towards being able to video our 9.30am Eucharist service on Sundays so that it 
can be seen by those who are unable to get to church in person.  
 
This is mainly for those parishioners and congregation members who are unable to attend, due to 
illness or proximity. The intention is that those not present can feel inclusion, involvement and gain 
comfort watching the live streams from their place of worship, wherever they reside. It will be availa-
ble to see at any time afterwards so if people would like to watch it when they get home or perhaps 
even listen to the sermon again, they will be able to do so. 
 
We are hoping to connect with, and involve, hospices, sheltered housing or care homes as well as 
individuals and families. 
 
This is a free project called The Sunday Service, which installs the live video streaming equipment. 
It is directly supporting All Saints’ church which enables us to live-stream our services so that they 
can be seen and enjoyed by those who may not be able to attend church as regularly as they might 
like. 
 
The Sunday Service is a video website which hosts videos of live church services. The project is run 
by CTVC, a multi-award-winning independent production company (and a charity) which specialises 
in producing content for all faiths and none. It is funded by the Joseph Rank Trust, an independent 
Christian grant-making trust which works with all Christian denominations. 
 
At the time of going to print it was difficult to know quite when we will go live, but it will be as soon as 
possible. There are many matters to see to before this, not least giving members of our congrega-
tion more information about this initiative, publicise it to the public, the care homes, sheltered hous-
ing residents, hospices etc. and how the videos can be seen. The picture shows one of the shots 
which will be used at All Saints’ church. 
This is a very exciting project which provides us with the opportunity of spreading God’s Word much 
more widely. We hope that it will help members of our existing congregation who cannot now get to 
our services to feel that they are still involved and part of us. In addition this new facility will also be 
a way of attracting new worshippers which is one of our priorities in our Mission Action Plan. 
Please look out for our announcement as to when we will go live. 
 
Richard Garnett Harper 
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Revd Richard Howlett 
with Antonio Pepe from 
Fonteyne Signs.  

 

 

A break in the hard winter 
weather allowed the 
erection of the new 
noticeboard in time for the 
church's 60th birthday 
celebrations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christian Aid in Kings Langley;  50

th
 Anniversary Service 

 
In 1968, a holidaying couple from our local Baptist church were so shocked by the abject poverty 
which they witnessed that they decided to do something about on their return. So began the story 
of Christian Aid in our village.  This year we are marking our 50

th
 anniversary of continuing 

activity.  The focus for all our celebrations will be a special service of  thanksgiving and re-
dedication at Kings Langley School in Love Lane on  Sunday, 22

nd
 April.  We decided to go right to 

the top of Christian Aid by inviting Dr Rowan Williams, national chair of Christian Aid, lately 
archbishop of Canterbury and internationally renowned theologian, to lead and preach. We were 
delighted when he graciously accepted our invitation.  He will also, after a break for refreshments, 
assume the hot seat in an afternoon question and answer session at 2 pm.  We hope that some 
senior students from the school will relish the chance to roast an archbishop. 
  
The village churches will close to join in a united act of worship, thanksgiving and re-
dedication.  Representatives from the Anglican, Baptist, Methodist,  Roman Catholic and Quaker 
faith traditions  from the locality and further afield will attend.  Key to our work  is the harmonious 
working together of these communities. 
We would be very happy to welcome visitors from churches in the Benefice of Langelei,  Those 
attending who wish to share in the buffet lunch  available should let me know, together with any 
other enquiries, on  my e-mail address: mail@haroldtaylor.plus.com or  by phone 01923 269260. 
Ample parking space  is available plus access for the disabled. 
Our annual report   can be seen  on the internet by entering  Kings Langley Churches Together in 
browsers. 
 
Harold Taylor 
 

St Mary’s in the snow 
Photographed by Katherine Harper  
Angel Festival report on back page 

mailto:mail@haroldtaylor.plus.com
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Exodus 
 
Adnan, a doctor, puts his hand gently on his 2 year old daughter Amena ’s brow and 
checks again for signs that the raging temperature of yesterday is subsiding. She has at 
last been given medicine; he queued for 3 hours yesterday in the rain counting the 
minutes until he could begin treating her. It seems she is a little better. It was probably 
the journey here that made her so ill.   
 
Undoubtedly it was the worst night of their lives, although there had been many previous 
nights when sheer terror had overtaken the family. Their home in Kafraya in Syria was 
under heavy attack from rebel forces, the nightly blitz coming ever closer and shaking the 
foundations of their house. The decision was a terrible one, should they leave their home 
and worst of all their family, both Adnan and Yana have aging parents in Kafraya, or for 
the safety and future of their little daughter should they step into the unknown.  
Conditions had been getting increasingly dire and food and medicine were in short 
supply, people were emaciated and they heard that several of the vulnerable had died. 
The final decision was made for them one night when Yana ’s closest friend and baby son 
were killed in a rebel attack.  
They left that night under cover of dark so that no one could see them, taking only the 
bare essentials; Adnan had Amena on his back so their progress was slow.  On route 
they rested in abandoned buildings and alleyways. For days and days they walked from 
town to town. Many kind people shared the only food they had with them but they were 
still very hungry, eventually they crossed the border into Turkey and then travelled west, 
through Turkey to Izmir. After arriving there, they prepared to travel by boat to Greece. 
Adnan paid $1,200 for the crossing to a group of Turkish, Syrian and Pakistani 
smugglers. He was told they would put 40 people in the boat but when the moment came 
to leave there were 60 on board, so it was badly overloaded. The boat was an inflatable 
raft with many times the amount of people on board that it was built for.  The risk of 
capsizing was impossibly high, but what alternative had they. The journey was 
horrendous; the boat appeared to bend with the weight of people on board and the swell 
of the waves. They were so cramped that limbs went dead for lack of blood flow. Halfway 
through the crossing they witnessed an horrific event when a seasick mother holding a 
tiny baby lent over the side to vomit yet again, and the boat tipped her off balance and 
they both disappeared into the dark murky water.  
 
Eventually they neared the shores of Lesbos and willing hands pulled the raft ashore and 
helped them off wrapping them in foil to warm their freezing bodies. They were taken to a 
makeshift camp and given a small pop-up tent for shelter alongside hundreds of others. 
They were so hungry having had little food for so many days but Aid workers from the 
Medicine Sans Frontiers aid agency were dishing out a breakfast of bread, rice and meat 
from a huge white marquee, Adnan joined the morning queue of at least 2,000 people 
waiting patiently to get food for his family.  
That afternoon the family were processed through the Greek system and given travel 
permits. They would then have to wait in the queue for their time to leave the Island. It is 
now day three on the island and thankfully Amena is now fully recovered and has found 
friends to play with outside their tent. There are many times a day that the family wonder 
if they have done the right thing and many, many sad moments thinking of their families 
still in Syria under such terrible conditions but they only need to look at Amena to see 
that she now has a future ahead of her to know that their decision was right. It is now day 
11, for several days Adnan has been helping out at Medicine Sans Frontiers dealing with 
the enormous amounts of illness amongst the refugees. He hopes that he will find work in 
Britain or Germany. Day 12 arrives and it is eventually their turn to leave the camp for 
their onward journey to who knows where.  They pack their few belongings and say 
goodbye to some of the remaining refugees that they have befriended, wishing them luck 
for the future, and are ushered towards Coach 23 and hopefully a new life.  
 
A member of Holy Trinity Church  
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On March 4th 2018 I will be climbing Mount Snowdon, Snowdonia, Wales. A total of 

3,200ft. I have decided to raise money for our local church Holy Trinity Leverstock 

Green.  In search of new beginnings, Holy Trinity was one of the first places I visited 

prior to moving from Essex to Hertfordshire. Immediately I felt a warm welcome from 

all. Since, we have been showered with blessings and were fortunate enough to be 

married at Holy Trinity and now our daughter, Ava will be christened here. Ava is also 

an active member of Holy Trinity Church and regularly attends service and junior church... she is quite the 

member and asked after by all.  However, unfortunately it is more than kind words and compassion that is 

required to maintain the ongoing running and general up keep of the Church. Holy Trinity is in need of a new 

lighting system through out in addition to all other wear and tear a Church endures. Which is why I am asking if 

you could help me give back; to support Holy Trinity Church and its continuous efforts in reaching out and helping 

others; providing a safe place of peace and a Sunday service where I, as a mother and others, can gather their 

thoughts and recuperate; a safe place of innocence, for our children and ongoing generations; A place of 

particular sentiments and rest for both The Farmer & The Tarver Families. Help me hike this mountain! See you 

at the top! #timetostartgivingback2018 https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/kerryfarmer-timetogiveback2018 

 

 
Update on our Vacancy 
 
We were all sad to say our goodbyes to the Revd Canon David Lawson at his farewell service on 
7th January, and I'm sure many are continuing to pray for him as he settles into a new pattern of 
life in retirement. 
Since David's departure a lot of activity has been going on behind the scenes to make 
arrangements for a new appointment. We will be looking for a new priest who will work in the same 
pattern as David - having primary ministerial responsibility for All Saints (and a lesser involvement 
at St Mary's), living in the Rectory in Kings Langley, but leading the whole Benefice as Team 
Rector. 
In early January we met with the Bishop of Hertford, the Archdeacon of St Albans, the Team 
Council, the PCCs of All Saints and St Mary's and the wardens of St Benedict's and Holy Trinity, to 
discuss the process ahead. Since then the Team Council and a working group from All Saints have 
worked tremendously hard to produce a Benefice Profile which outlines the nature of our churches 
and our communities and what we are looking for in a new Team Rector. That document has now 
been signed off and submitted to the Diocese. 
The appointments panel will consist of representatives of the Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Bishop of St Albans, the 2 Team Vicars, 2 members of the Diocesan Board of Patronage, and 2 
local representatives (Sheila Ashman and Peter Bladon). We intend to advertise in the Church 
Times in March, and - assuming we get suitable applications - we will shortlist and then interview in 
May, hoping to make an appointment to begin after the summer holidays. There are a lot of adverts 
currently in the Church Times, and a shortage of priests to fill them, so we do hope and pray that 
the right person will be attracted to join us to minister in our team. Please pray for that process, for 
potential candidates, and for all who are carrying extra loads in the vacancy, and offer your support 
where you can. Rather than a time of 'stagnation', vacancies can be a wonderful period of growth 
as people shoulder the responsibilities together.   
 
Lizzie Hood 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/kerryfarmer-timetogiveback2018
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St Benedict’s   

March   

Monday 4th 4pm Evening Prayer 

 7.45pm  Lent Group 

Friday 9th 6pm Bennett’s End Scout group church visit 

Sunday 11th 10am Mothering Sunday Service 

Monday 12th am Easter Trail for schools (rehearsal) 

 1-3pm churches together Lent course 

 4pm Evening Prayer 

 7.45pm Lent Group 

Tuesday 13th , Wed 
14th, Friday 16th 

 Easter Trail for schools 

Monday 19th 7.45pm Lent Group 

Wednesday 28th 8pm Stations of the Cross 

Thursday 29th 8pm Holy Communion with foot and hand washing and stripping of the altar and vigil 

Good Friday 30th 10am Family Service with Easter Garden 

 2-3pm An Hour with the cross 

April   

1st Easter Sunday 10am Family Communion followed by Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday 29th   APCM following morning Eucharist 

May 10th –20th  Thy Kingdom Come (details to be announced) 
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Creative writing from a member of Holy Trinity Church: Something of Value 
 
I met an astronaut today; he had viewed our world from above 
‘The planet is polluted’ he said ‘we need to protect it with love’ 
 
I met a child today; she had heard that countries were going to war 
‘Mankind is troubled’ I said ‘we need to talk to each other more’ 
 
I met a Doctor today; after a night shift he was tired and stressed 
‘We haven’t the resources to save lives’ he sadly confessed 
 
I met a newborn baby today; she was at the start of her journey 
Her Mother wondered of her future whilst cradling her on her knee 
 
I met a Politician today; he was going to the House to cast his vote 
‘Use your conscience’ I shouted as the words spilled from my throat 
 
I met a Scientist today; he was working on a cure for cancer 
We prayed together that someday soon we would find the answer 
 
I met a Syrian Refugee today; the trauma of loss etched on her face 
I welcomed her and assured her that she had found a safe place 
 
I met a teacher today; who was imparting her knowledge to a class 
‘Thank you’ I mouthed as I watched the children through the glass 
 
I met a Priest today; and saw the love of God shine from his face 
We sat in silence sharing our hopes for mankind; and he said grace 
 
I met a homeless man today, bundled up against the wind and rain 
I prayed that things would change and help to lessen his pain 
 
I met our planet’s future today it was not what I was expecting 
It left me very troubled, and on everyone I had met, reflecting 
 
I met my family waiting at the door for my homecoming 
‘How was your journey?’ they asked, I was not forthcoming. 
 
 
 
RSCM Choral Evensong at Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green on April 22nd 
 
How often is there a service of evensong at your church - not often enough? 
There will be an opportunity to attend Choral Evensong at Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green on April 
22nd at 5.30pm. And for singers, there is the opportunity to take part.   It is a Regional Choral 
Evensong under the auspices of the RSCM (Royal School of Church Music). 
The rehearsal will start at 2.30 and will be conducted by Marie Price, with Nicholas King at the 
organ. The music will be taken from the new RSCM book King of Glory, King of Peace.  
 
Singers must register in advance using the form on the RSCM St Albans, Hertford & Bedford 
website at http://www.rscm-stalbans.co.uk/. 
The fee is a mere £6 (or £4 if you register before April 1st) to include a copy of the book to take 
away, and refreshments between the rehearsal and the service. (Please note that if you are bringing 
under-18s with you, you will be asked to accept responsibility for them.)   
 
Please see the website for more information or contact Rosemary Knight on 01727 766871. 

http://www.rscm-stalbans.co.uk/
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St Mary’s Angel Festival:  8
th

 -10
th

 December 2017 
 
What a wonderful event held over an extremely cold and snowy few 
days in December. Our Angel Festival was a community event to share 
with everyone the true meaning and spirit of the lead up to Christmas.  
With over 30 displays, and 500 Angels our church was filled with a 
wonderful glow.  There were over 600 people involved in one way or 
another sharing their time, skills and talents. The many displays created 
by local schools, groups, charities and individuals were stunning and 
created a truly wonderful atmosphere within our church.  
 Many thanks go to each and everyone who contributed and donated to 
this truly inspiring event including all the organisers, cake bakers, 
helpers and all the visitors throughout the festival. 
Great fun was had at the tea party on the Friday afternoon to launch the 
festival. Residents from Watermill House Care Home, Florence 
Longman and members of the Solo lunch group were invited. They 
arrived to the glorious sound of Nash Mills School Choir singing Carols 
and angel themed songs led by their choir teacher Mrs Fiona Barrett.  
Maureen Bellet from Holy Trinity Church came dressed as an angel and 
Father Christmas put an appearance too. It was wonderful to see the so 
many smiles, a real joy and delight. The children had refreshments 
before departing back to school. The afternoon then finished with our 
guests tucking into a fabulous afternoon tea whilst listening to Melanie 
Henley playing some wonderful pieces on the flute.  
Throughout the festival we had a steady stream of visitors all thoroughly 
enjoying the stunning displays, crafts, refreshments and music. Some 
even had fun using the Angel photo booth. There was also a quiet area 
for reflection and prayer. 
 Sunday heralded the untimely arrival of a lot of snow. However this did 
not hamper our proceedings. We held our normal 10am service followed 
by lots of warm drinks and plenty of cakes. Although fewer visitors made 
it on Sunday it had a community feel as people arrived mostly on foot 
and even on a toboggan or two to the warmth and welcome of all our 
Angels.  
 On Sunday afternoon our festival came to a close with a Carol Bash 
where people could sponsor carols to raise funds for the Charity Billy’s 
Wish. This was brilliant fun with everyone singing their hearts out to their 
chosen 
carols. 
 
Vivian Hagel  


